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As the first woman to be appointed President of the UK Supreme Court, Brenda Hale was one of
the UK’s most high-profile and influential judges, and she is among the most powerful women
leaders of our time. For almost half a century, she pioneered as an educator, reformer and decision-
maker, leaving a distinct mark on the law and the lives of many. In commemoration of her recent
retirement from the Supreme Court, this collection celebrates her long and illustrious career.
Organised by thematic chapters and featuring original research from leading academics, judges
and lawyers, this book offers a comprehensive account of Lady Hale’s achievements and enduring
impact. The contributors, many of whom were her peers and colleagues, demonstrate how Hale
forged her own path within male-dominated institutions, carved a space for herself and others, and,
ultimately, endeavoured to promote justice for everyone.

Rosemary Hunter FAcSS is Professor of Law and Socio-Legal Studies at the University of Kent.
She has written extensively on feminist judging and has co-organised or supported many of the
feminist judgment projects around the world. She also publishes on family law processes, dispute
resolution and access to justice and has held several public appointments in the family just-
ice field.

Erika Rackley FAcSS is Professor of Law at the University of Kent. She has written widely on the
jurisprudence of Lady Hale as well as related issues including gender and judging, feminist
judgments and judgment-writing, judicial diversity and the UK Supreme Court.
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