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This volume presents the first global history of human rights politics in
the age of decolonization. The conflict between independence move-
ments and colonial powers shaped the global human rights order that
emerged after World War II. It was also critical to the genesis of
contemporary human rights organizations and humanitarian move-
ments. Anti-colonial forces mobilized human rights and other rights
language in their campaigns for self-determination. In response, Euro-
pean empires harnessed the new international politics of human rights
for their own ends, claiming that their rule, with its promise of “devel-
opment,” was the authentic vehicle for realizing them. Ranging from the
postwar partitions and the wars of independence to indigenous rights
activism and postcolonial memory, this volume offers new insights into
the history and legacies of human rights, self-determination, and empire
to the present day.
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This series showcases new scholarship exploring the backgrounds of human
rights today. With an open-ended chronology and international perspective, the
series seeks works attentive to the surprises and contingencies in the historical
origins and legacies of human rights ideals and interventions. Books in the series
will focus not only on the intellectual antecedents and foundations of human
rights, but also on the incorporation of the concept by movements, nation-states,
international governance, and transnational law.
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tions, Raphaëlle coedited a volume titled Theorizing Indian Foreign
Policy (2017). She is currently working on a book manuscript on
India’s role in the transformation of the international order and global
and imperial conceptions of sovereignty between World War I and
the 1960s.
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