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Data protection has become such a key area for law - and for society at
large - that it is important to understand exactly what we are doing
when we regulate privacy and personal data. This study analyses
European privacy rights focusing especially on the General Data
Protection Regulation, and asks what kind of legal personhood is
presupposed in privacy regulation today. Looking at it from

a deconstructive angle, the philosophical foundations of this highly
topical field of law are uncovered. By analysing key legal cases in detail,
this study shows in a comprehensive manner that personhood is
constructed in individualised ways. With its clear focus on data
protection and individual rights, the book will be of interest to those
trying to understand current trends in European Union law.

Susanna Lindroos-Hovinheimo is Professor of Law at the University
of Helsinki. She is the author of Justice and the Ethics of Legal Interpretation
(2012).
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Privacy is about nothing less than trying to live both as
a member of a variety of social units - as a part of a number of
larger wholes - and as an individual - a unique, individuated
self.

Christena Nippert-Eng, Islands of Privacy
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We are delighted to welcome Private Selves: Legal Personhood in European
Privacy Protection by Susanna Lindroos-Hovinheimo to the Cambridge
Studies in European Law and Policy series.

This book combines, in an original way, careful doctrinal analysis
of the positive law on privacy within the framework of the
European Union with jurisprudential insights into the nature of
legal personhood and legal subjecthood, drawing on a range of
sources within the field of continental philosophy. It suggests itself
as a contribution to critical legal studies within the framework of
European Union law. This offers a novel research-led insight into an
important and topical area of European law, focused in particular
on the relatively recent introduction of the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR; the new personal data regulation), which has
fundamentally altered the legal landscape in this domain.

While the doctrinal analysis on its own is already an important
contribution to knowledge, the book’s most important insights
come in relation to the concept of privacy. Lindroos-Hovinheimo
acknowledges that privacy is undoubtedly a difficult concept to
analyse. It is also hard to get away from thinking that privacy is,
in modern society, constantly under threat. She suggests re-thinking
privacy in ways that try to overcome the obvious tension between
the individual and the community/fies in which they live. Privacy is -
according to Lindroos-Hovinheimo - a potential bridge between
individuals and the community. It is less an individual entitlement,
although obviously individuals, especially vulnerable individuals,
are to be cherished and protected, but rather a relation, and a way
of being in a community. The book is thus a critique of the individu-
alism that seems inherent in most (legal) privacy protection, and
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a plea for a different kind of thinking that overcomes the individ-

ual/community dichotomy within most liberal thinking about
privacy.

Jo Shaw

Laurence Gormley

Mark Dawson
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