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THE RULE OF MANHOOD

Through stories of lustful and incestuous rulers, of republican revo-
lution and of unnatural crimes against family, seventeenth-century
Englishmen imagined the problem of tyranny through the prism of
classical history. This fuelled debates over the practices of their own
kings, the necessity of revolution, and the character of English
republican thought. The Rule of Manhood explores the dynamic and
complex languages of tyranny and masculinity that arose through
these classical stories and their imaginative appropriation. Discerning
the neglected connection between concepts of power and masculinity
in early Stuart England, Jamie A. Gianoutsos shows both how stories
of ancient tyranny were deployed in the dialogue around monarchy
and rule between  and  and the extent to which these
shaped English classical republican thought. Drawing on extensive
research in contemporary printed texts, Gianoutsos persuasively
weaves together the histories of politics and manhood to make a bold
claim: that the fundamental purpose of English republicanism was
not liberty or virtue, but the realisation of manhood for its citizens.

  .  is Associate Professor of History at Mount
Saint Mary’s University, Maryland. She has been a recipient of IHR
Mellon Pre-Dissertation, Huntington Library, and Charles Singleton
Center Fellowships, and has published articles in History of Education
and Renaissance Quarterly.
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This is a series of monographs and studies covering many aspects of the history of
the British Isles between the late fifteenth century and the early eighteenth
century. It includes the work of established scholars and pioneering work by a
new generation of scholars. It includes both reviews and revisions of major topics
and books which open up new historical terrain or which reveal startling new
perspectives on familiar subjects. All the volumes set detailed research within
broader perspectives, and the books are intended for the use of students as well as
of their teachers.

For a list of titles in the series go to
www.cambridge.org/earlymodernbritishhistory
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