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opinion (cont.)
tyranny of, 65—7, 153
Oppian law, 208
Oratorians, 76
Origines iuris civilis (Gravina), 9
Orleans, Philippe d’, 139
Orte, Viscount, 123, 302
Ottoman Turkish Empire, 130

paganism, 50, 69
Paine, Thomas, 280, 284
Pangle, Thomas, 77, 147
Paraguay, 61, 84
Parlement of Bordeaux, xi, 8, 76
parliamentary practices, 105
parlements, 7, 28, 295
relations between King and Parliament, 105
Parthians, 48, 65
participatory republic, 148
particularism, political, 55, 57-62
partisanship, 12
Pascal, Blaise, 1, 94
patriarchy, 55
patriotism, 43
Pepin, 187
Pericles, 812
Persian Letters (Montesquieu), §—7, 20-31,
13T
anti-colonial stance, 270
chronology, xi
classical references, 76
comments on despotism, 68
comments on Law’s System, 141, 226
comments on religion, 232, 234-5, 241
comments on science, 139, 142
corrections, 28
“Fable of the Troglodytes, The,” 76,
T17-18, 251, 260—4
letter 74 (76), 29
new (1758) edition, 30
reception, 221-2
skepticism and relativism, 95
“Some reflections on the Persian Letters,”
28-30
success, 20, 23—4
Supplementary Letter three (77), 29
supplementary letters, 28
themes, 8, 117-18
women in, 198-200
“Persian Letters” convicted for impiety
(Gaultier), 28

>

Persians, 21
Peru, 41, 135-6
Peter the Great, 135, 138, 211
Pettit, Philipp, 148
Philip, Duke of Orléans, 26, 114, 219
Philippe II, 5
Philippics (Cicero), 115
philosophers, 27
philosophical liberty, 148-9
Physiocrats, 216, 218
Plato, 96, 210, 292
on democracy, 84
Laws, 36, 57-8, 60—2, 207, 211
Montesquieu on, 62, 127
Republic, The, 91, 173, 207
Statesman, The, 91
plebeians, 81
pluralism, social, 292, 302, 304
Plutarch, 36, 187
Pocock, John, 133
Poland, 130
political accountability, 296-8
political economy, 106, 139-43, 216-29
political equality, 8o, 91
political good, 92
political liberty
definitions of, 148-53
Montesquieu’s theory of, 63, 126,
147-56, 293, 298, 306
preconditions, 147
political particularism, 55, 57-62
political sociology, principle of, 54
political sovereignty, 162—4, see also
sovereignty
political virtue, 116, 118-19, 122, 125-6,
see also virtue
Politics (Aristotle), 57-60
polysynodie, 7
Pompey, 44
Poncet, Charles Jacques, 241
popular government, 81
population concerns, 25, 269
positive laws, 98
power, 163
ambiguity of, 164
checks and balances, 102, 126, 147, 155,
172
intermediate powers, 68, 166-8, 279
judicial, 155
limits on, 174
localized, 295
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of moeurs (mores), 290
preventing abuses of, 303
as relational, 168-76
separation of powers, 102, 147, 155, 294
sovereign, 168-76
prejudices, 2
destructive, 16, 136
eradication of, 192
Probus, 48
proselytism, 242
Protestant Enlightenment, 244
Protestants and Protestantism, 23, 106, 238,
240
Prussia, 130
pseudo-Helvétius, 56
public debt, 139
public institutions, 296-8
public opinion, tyranny of, 65—7, 153
public tranquility, 228
Pufendorf, Samuel, 1, 94, 96-9, 115
Punic wars, 114
Pylades, 66

Quesnay, Francois, 106, 216, 218
Quietism, 23

race theory, 280
Rahe, Paul, 147, 258
Ranciere, Jacques, 84
Rasmussen, Dennis, 188, 291
ratio legis, 55
rationalism
ancient political, 36
Cartesian, 94
Enlightenment, 35
reason
law and, 70-1
monarchy of, 67—71
Reflections on the Character of Certain
Princes and Certain Events in Their
Lives (Montesquieu), xil, T14
Reflections on Universal Monarchy in
Europe (Montesquieu), xii, II-12, I§,
133, 217
relativism, 95
religion
Montesquieu’s views on, 24-5, 28, 43,
9T, 106, 232, 237—43, 247, 272
natural, 243
and politics, 23246
utility of, 237-43

religiosity, 37
Religious Enlightenment, 244
religious skepticism, 233—7
representative government, 298—301
Republic, The (Plato), 91, 173, 207
republic(s), 6, 13, 78-9, 283, 285
classical, 57-62, 79
commercial, 88, 120
confederate, 284
corruption in, 211-12
democratic, 284
European, 88
federal, 88
form of government, 100-1, 222
moderate, 108
modern, 85-8, 148
opposition between monarchies and,
88—9
participatory, 148
of Plato, 210
Roman Empire, 37-40
sovereign power, 169, 17T
stability, 263
virtuous, 44, 62, 123-6
women in, 152
republican virtue, 93, T17-21, see also
virtue
Ricardo, David, 216
Richelieu, Cardinal, 108
Richter, Melvin, 261-3
right to freedom, 22
rights-based theory of politics, 295
Robespierre, Maximilien, 9o, 1245
Roman Empire
autopsy of, 44-6
Bossuet on, 35
class divisions, 8o
climb to its acme, 40-1
Cloaca Maxima, 203
Consuls, 38
corruption, 207
decay, 41—4
decline and fall, 48-52, 270
Eastern Empire, 512
empire, 134
expansion, 207
founders and foundings, 36-7
inheritance law, 208, 252
judicial procedures, 64, 66
lessons drawn from, 120-1
luxury, 207-8
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Roman Empire (cont.)
military practices, 39, 187
Montesquieu on, see Considerations on
the Causes of the Greatness of the
Romans and on their Decline
(Montesquieu); see Dissertation on the
Policy of the Romans Regarding
Religion (Montesquieu)
mores, 82
new regime, 46—7
Plutarch on, 36
religion, 234
republic, 37—40
Senate, 40-2
state security, I54
tyranny of opinion, 66—7
warlike policy, 84
Western Empire, 48-50
women in, 200, 202—5, 207—9
Roman law, 252-3, 258
Oppian, 208
Voconian, 208
Roman virtues, 38-9, 116
Romanticism, 300
Romulus, 37, 66
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 54, 90, 103, 124,
162, 202, 281
royal appointments, 7
royal power, 69
Royal Society of London, xii, To
rule of law, 296-8
Rush, Benjamin, 195
Russia, 268
expansion, 130
Montesquieu on, 103
Nakaz (legal code), 266
women in, 211

Saint Domingue, 190, 219, 279

Saint-Just, Louis Antoine Léon de, 90, 124

Saint-Méry, Médéric-Louis Moreau de,
279-80, 282

Saint-Pierre, Abbé de, 113, 132

Salic law, 2524

Sannar, 241

Sarmatians, 200

satire, 25, 95, 141, 183, 192

Say, Jean-Baptiste, 216, 280, 283

Schaub, Diana, 191

Schmitt, Carl, 167

science, empire of, 133-6, 139

Scottish Enlightenment, 264, 267
Scythians, 200
Second Hundred Years War, 131
Secondat, Jean-Baptiste de, xi, 30
seigneurialism, 225
self-government, 81, 153
Senate, Roman, 40—2
Servius Tullius, 37, 8o
Seven Years War, 130, 132
Sextus Tarquinius, 203
Shackleton, Robert, 133, 273
Sharp, Granville, 195
Shklar, Judith, 158, 301
Sidney, Algernon, 1, 55
Siedentop, Larry, 246
skepticism, 94-5, 135
religious, 232-7
Skhlar, Judith, 84
slavery
African slave trade, 53, T91—2
arguments against, 183, 193—5
Atlantic slave trade, 190-1
and Christianity, 186-8
as despotism, 182
domestic, 195, 240
justification for, 27980
Montesquieu’s legacy on, 193—5
Montesquieu’s treatment of, 103,
182-95, 290, 305
Montesquieu’s unambiguous sympathy
for slaves, 184-6
of Montesquieu’s time, 1903
nature and, 188—90
Smith, Adam, 106, 216, 223, 230, 256
social differentiation, 295
social mobility, 290
social pluralism, 292, 302, 304
sociology, political, 54
Socrates, 36
Solon, 80, 92, T04
Sorkin, David, 244
sovereignty, 16276
forms of, 168—76
in monarchy, 164-8
political, 162—4
Spain
conquest of Mexico and Peru, 41, 116,
135-6, I4I1-2
enslavement and extermination of native
peoples of America by, 185—6
monarchy, 79, 130
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War of Spanish Succession, 3—4, 132-3,
220
Sparta, 61, 82, 119—20, 185, 214
Spector, Céline, 55, 125, 228, 291
Spicilege (Montesquieu), 4, 8, 21, 95
Spinoza, 35, 245, 271, 275
spinozism (spinosisme), 97
charges against Montesquieu, 271-3
rebuttals, 273-6
spirit
of commerce, 87-8
esprit général, 52, 102~7, 273
of commerce, 87-8, 228
of liberty, 157
tranquility of, 62—7
Spirit of the Laws, The (Montesquieu),
12-16, 28, §4-71, 76, 131, 145, 147
as authority, 193
borrowings from, 9o
campaigns against, 2723
chronology, xii
classical influences, 77
criticism of, 2805
Genevan edition, 244
influence on proponents of republicanism
in France, 124
legacy, 267
moral purpose, 113
reception, 16-17, 54, 279
secret design, 147
St. John, Henry, 9
Starobinski, Jean, 21
state, 68
Statesman, The (Plato), 91
Stoicism, 45, 47-8, 53, 76, 96, 116
Straumann, Benjamin, 297
Strauss, Leo, 147
suitability, principle of, 55, 57, 62, 71
Suite de la Défense (La Beaumelle), 274
Sulla, Lucius Cornelius, 44, 114
Sweden, 130
Switzerland, 88, 130, 283
Sybarites, 202
“system,” 139—43

Tacitus, 48, 65, 107, 257

Tarquins, 198, 203

Tartars, 110

taxes, 25, 1§52

Temple of Gnidus, The (Montesquieu), xi,
8,95, 201-2
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terminology, 216
Thebans, 206
Theodora, Empress, 204
Theodosius, 50
theologians, 27
Thiry, baron d’Holbach, Paul Henri,
276-81, 284
Thorild, Thomas, 280-1, 284
Thucydides, 81—2
Tiberius, 46
Tocqueville, Alexis de, 54, 295, 299—-301
tolerance, religious, 271
Townshend, Charles, 9
Tractatus Theologico-Politicus (Spinoza),
275
trade
African slave trade, 53, 191—2
Atlantic slave trade, 190-1
colonial, 141, 219
foreign, 219
world, 269
Trajan, 47, 53
tranquility
public, 228
of spirit, 62—7
Treatise on Duties, A (Montesquieu), xii, 8,
76,95, 114-16
Treaty of Utrecht, 132—3
Treaty of Westphalia, 174
triumvirs, 66
Troglodytes, 76, 117-18, 251, 260—4
Tuck, Richard, 169, 177
tyranny
deaf or muffled, 138
d’Holbach on, 278
of opinion, 65-7, 153
real, 65-6, 153
Tyre, 88

Ulrica Eleanor, Queen of Sweden, 24

Unigentius, 4

United Provinces (Dutch Republic), 88, 269,
283

universal monarchy, 1o, 15

University of Bordeaux, xi, 2

University of Paris, xii

vanity, 210
Venice, 87-8, 285
Vernet, Jacob, 244
Versailles, 7
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Vico, Giambattista, 9 Voyage a Paphos (Montesquieu), 202
Vidal-Naquet, Pierre, §1—2 Voyages en Perse (Chardin), 21
Virginia, 198
virtue, 85, 113-26 ‘Wang, see Hoang
arete, 81—2 war
civic, 119 Roman art of, 39
commerce Vs, 85, 90 and slavery, 187-8
honor vs, 278 War of Austrian Succession, 16, 132,
monarchies and, 85-6, 121-3 219
Montesquieu’s legacy on, 123-6 War of Spanish Succession, 3—4, 132-3,
moral, 116 220
political, 116, T18-19, 122, 125-6 Warburton, William, 243
principle of democracy, 81—4 wealth, 120-1, 127
republican, 44, 62, 93, 100, T17-21, West Indies, 219
123-6 white supremacy, 280
Roman, 38-9, 85, 116 will, general, 285
wealth vs, 120-1, 127 Williams, David, 282
woman’s, 121 Winock, Michel, 296
Visigoths, 253 women, 285
Voconian law, 208 administration by, 212
Volney, Constantin Frangois de and corruption, 211-12
Chassebceuf, comte de, 280 enslavement in household, 195, 240
Voltaire, 26, 123, 136, 245, 276 intrinsic virtues, 121, 201
admiration for Montesquieu, 7, 266 liberty of, 198-212, 268
on John Law, 140 in republics, 121, 152
lettre de cachet against, 11, 13 world trade, 269
religious skepticism, 234, 242-3
voting Xanthippus, 114
by casting lots, 80, 91
by choice, 8o Yvon, Claude, 273
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