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In the historiography of human rights, the 1980s feature as little more
than an afterthought to the human rights breakthrough of the previous
decade. Through an examination of one of the major actors of recent
human rights history – Poland’s Solidarity movement – Robert Brier
challenges this view. Suppressed in 1981, Poland’s Solidarity move-
ment was supported by a surprisingly diverse array of international
groups: US Cold Warriors, French left-wing intellectuals, trade union-
ists, Amnesty International, even Chilean opponents of the Pinochet
regime. By unpacking the politics and transnational discourses of these
groups, Brier demonstrates how precarious the position of human rights
in international politics remained well into the 1980s. More import-
antly, he shows that human rights were a profoundly political and highly
contested language, which actors in East and West adopted to redefine
their social and political identities in times of momentous cultural and
intellectual change.

robert brier is a historian focusing on the intersection of inter-
national relations and intellectual history in the late twentieth century.
He was Senior Researcher at the German Historical Institute in Warsaw
from 2008 to 2015 and taught International History at the London
School of Economics from 2015 to 2018.
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Subjects: LCSH: NSZZ "Solidarnośc ́" (Labor organization) | Human
rights–History–20th century.

Classification: LCC HD8537.N783 B75 2021 (print) | LCC HD8537.N783
(ebook) | DDC 323.09/048–dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020058319
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020058320

ISBN 978-1-108-47852-6 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

For Pati, Ella, Vincent, and Paulina

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

Acknowledgments page ix
Note on Geographical Regions xiii
Note on Cited Primary Documents xiv
List of Abbreviations xv

Introduction 1

1 The Rise of Dissent in Poland 19

2 Dissent and the Politics of Human Rights 39

3 The Principle of Noninterference as Laid Down in the
Helsinki Final Act: The Polish Crisis, the Cold War,
and Human Rights 66

4 The End of the Ideological Age: Human Rights and
Ostpolitik 91

5 Solidarity, Human Rights, and Anti-Totalitarianism
in France 107

6 The “Bedrock of Human Rights”: US Labor,
Neoconservatism, and Human Rights 127

7 Letters from Prison: The Prisoner of Conscience and the
Symbolic Politics of Human Rights 147

8 Lech Wałęsa, the Symbolism of the Nobel Peace Prize,
and Global Human Rights Culture 173

9 General Pinochecki: Poland, Chile, and the Global
Politics of Human Rights Culture 186

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

10 Human Rights and the End of the Cold War 200

Epilogue 217

Bibliography 233
Index 260

viii Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

This book is the product of over a decade of research and writing. One of
the most satisfying aspects of seeing it published is the ability to thank all
those people and institutions who helped me along the way.

A work of history is always only as good as the sources it draws on.
This book, therefore, would have been impossible without the profes-
sional support of the archivists at the Archiv der sozialen Demokratie, the
Archiv Grünes Gedächtnis, the Archives du Secrétariat Confédéral
CFDT and the Archives de la CGT-Force Ouvrière (who also kindly
ignored my terrible spoken French), the Archiwum Akt Nowych, the
Archiwum Instytutu Pamięci Narodowej, the Ośrodek KARTA, the
Charles E. Young Research Library at UCLA, the George Meany
Memorial Archive, the Hoover Institution, the International Institute
for Social History, the National Archives of the UK, the National
Security Archives of George Washington University, and the Ronald
Reagan Presidential Library. I am also particularly grateful to Seweryn
Blumsztajn, Eric Chenoweth, Jacek Czaputowicz, Marcin Frybes, Irena
Grudzińska, Irena Lasota, Karol Sachs and Krystyna Vinaver, Aleksandr
Smolar, and Elisabeth Weber all of whom took the time to share their
memories with me and make personal collections of documents avail-
able. Friedhelm Boll, Andrzej Friszke, Idesbald Goddeeris, Patryk
Pleskot, and Bernd Rother provided invaluable support in identifying
and navigating crucial collections, as did Andrea Chiampan, Greg
Domber, Wanda Jarząbek, and Christie Miedema who also became
friends along the way.

I did the vast majority of the research and writing that led to this book
from 2008 to 2015, while working at the German Historical Institute
(GHI) in Warsaw, first as a postdoctoral visiting fellow and then as a
senior researcher. I could not possibly have asked for a better place to
work at. The GHI provided an outstanding professional framework
as well as indispensable funding. More important, though, was the
intellectual companionship, support, and warmth I received from the

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

outstanding colleagues I had the privilege to work with. For that, I am
deeply indebted to Eduard Mühle, the GHI’s director from 2008 to
2013, to his successor Miloš Řezník, to deputy director Ruth
Leiserowitz, as well as to Dariusz Adamczyk, Stephan Böhm, Helge
von Boetticher, Jens Boysen, Hanna Chrobocińska, Mareike Hirsch,
Izabella Janas, Artur Koczara, Maciej Kordelasiński, Stephan
Lehnstädt, Krzysztof Machaj, Anna Novikov, Maren Röger, Grażyna
Ślepowrońska, Katrin Stoll, Piotr Szlanta, Grischa Vercamer, Krzysztof
Zdanowski, and Dorota Zielińska. I also gratefully acknowledge the
financial support from the Foundation for Polish-German Cooperation,
which provided the postdoctoral scholarship for my first sixteen months
at the GHI, and the Gerda Henkel Foundation for a much needed
travel grant.

I finished working on this manuscript while teaching at the London
School of Economics’ Department of International History from
2015 to 2018. I had the great privilege to teach exceptionally bright
students there, while the department, with its intellectually vibrant and
internationally diverse faculty, proved an excellent place to think and
write about international history. I would like to thank Kristina Spohr as
well as Matthew Jones and Janet Hartley for welcoming me to the
department. I am also particularly grateful to Molly Avery, Bastiaan
Bouwman, Tanya Harmer, Nataliya Kibita, N. Piers Ludlow,
Tommaso Milani, Jeppe Mulich, Daniel Strieff, and Eline van Ommen
for many stimulating discussions on international history, the Cold War,
and human rights, especially at the department’s research seminar and
the White Horse afterward.

My thinking on the topics discussed in this book has benefitted tre-
mendously from presentations I gave at numerous convention panels,
conferences, workshops, and research colloquia. I would like to thank the
organizers of these events for inviting me and the attendants for their
remarks. Some of them were very critical, others encouraging, all were
extremely helpful. In the course of attending these events and of organ-
izing some of them myself, I met many people whose advice, criticism,
and encouragement helped me sharpen and deepen my thinking about
human rights, the Cold War, intellectual history, and dissent and thus
made a major contribution to this book. Just as importantly, they often
provided company and friendship. In particular, I would like to thank
Agnes Arndt, Arnd Bauerkämper, Paul Blokker, Tim Buchen, Winson
Chu, Hella Dietz, Jan Eckel, Barbara Falk, Mateuzs Fałkowski, and
everyone at the Research Group “New Approaches to the Solidarity
Movement,” Steven Jensen, Michal Kopeček, Patrick W. Kelly, Padraic

x Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Kenney, Barbara Keys, Piotr Kosicki, Rasmus Mariager, James Mark,
Ned Richardson-Little, Brian Porter-Szűcs, Jakub Szumski, Jan
Skórzyński, Sarah Snyder, David Tompkins, Barbara Walker, Marcin
Zaremba, and anyone I may have forgotten.

I would also like to thank Samuel Moyn and Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann
for including the book in their series. I am deeply grateful to Mark
Bradley who encouraged me to get in touch with them, whose scholar-
ship was a tremendous source of inspiration, and who provided invalu-
able support and most helpful feedback on the manuscript.

The comments of the two anonymous readers were much appreciated
and helped sharpen and deepen the argument of this book. Michael
Watson’s and Emily Sharp’s terrific editorial work and unending
patience were similarly instrumental in bringing my project to fruition.

None of the chapters listed below has been published previously.
Earlier and much abbreviated versions of some of the arguments made
in Chapters 3–6 have been published as “Poland’s Solidarity as a
Contested Symbol of the Cold War: Transatlantic Debates after the
Polish Crisis,” in Ken Weisbrod and Kiran-Klaus Patel, eds., European
Integration and the Atlantic Community (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 2013); “The Helsinki Final Act, the Second Stage of Ostpolitik,
and Human Rights in Eastern Europe: The Case of Poland,” in Rasmus
Mariager et al., eds., Human Rights in Europe during the Cold War

(London, New York: Routledge, 2014); “Beyond the ‘Helsinki Effect’:
East European Dissent and the Western Left in the History of the ‘Long’
1970s,” in Rasmus Mariager, et al., eds., The “Long 1970s”: Human

Rights, East-West Détente, and Transnational Relations (London:
Routledge, 2016). Some of the materials on which Chapters 2 and 8,
respectively, are based were used to inform different arguments in “From
Civil Society to Neoliberalism and Armed Intervention? Reflections on
the Human Rights Legacy of ‘1989.’” European Remembrance and

Solidarity Studies 3 (2014), 165–188; “The Court of World Opinion:
Eastern Europe and Latin America in the Late Modern Global Public
of Human Rights,” in Valeska Huber and Jürgen Osterhammel, eds.,
Global Publics: Their Power and Their Limits, 1870–1990 (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2020).

Finally, I would like to thank my family. I would never have been able
to work as an academic historian without the love and support my
parents gave me, without the optimism, humor, and appreciation for
Bildung they instilled in me, nor without the many spirited discussions
we have had over the years. I am also deeply grateful to my siblings
Barbara and Christoph, their partners Nat and Kathrin, and my nieces

Acknowledgments xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

and nephews for their love and support. For over twenty-five years,
Bernhard Schütz has been the best friend anyone could have.

By far my greatest debt, however, is to my wife Patricia. Through her
love, companionship, patience, and many sacrifices she has contributed
more than anyone else to the completion of this project. More import-
antly, it is she and the family we started who give real meaning to what
I do. I lovingly dedicate this book to her and to our children Ella,
Vincent, and Paulina.

xii Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Note on Geographical Regions

Throughout the text, the term “Eastern Europe” refers to the formerly
Communist dominated part of Europe, while “Western Europe” denotes
the non-Communist part. Thus, Austria, Greece, and Turkey were West
European countries even though they lie partly or fully East of countries
like the former states of the GDR and Czechoslovakia. The term
“Central Europe” denotes the cultural and geographical region compris-
ing the Baltic states, Poland, the current Czech Republic, Slovakia,
and Hungary.

xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Note on Cited Primary Documents

This book draws on published and unpublished primary sources coming
from five different countries, each with its own system of referencing
sources. Document descriptions have been adapted to the form used in
British and US historical monographs only where possible. Most docu-
ment descriptions have been left in their original form as have been the
places where they have been found (Mappe in German archives vs. File in
American ones). This way, everyone working in these archives should be
able to identify the cited documents. Wherever archivists paginated
documents in an archival unit, these page numbers are given in the
footnotes using the abbreviation “fol.” (folium/folia). Abbreviations used
in the footnotes for archives and their holdings can be found in
the bibliography.

xiv

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Abbreviations

AFL-CIO American Federation of Labor and Congress for
Industrial Organizations

ASFP Association Solidarité France-Pologne
CDM Coalition for a Democratic Majority
CFDT Confédération française democratique du travail
CGT Confédération générale du travail
CPSU Communist Party of the Soviet Union
CSCE Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
CSS Committee in Support of Solidarity
DGB Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund
EC European Community
ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social, and

Cultural Rights
ICFTU International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
ILO International Labour Organization
KOR Komitet Obrony Robotników (Committee to Defend the

Workers)
KSS “KOR” Komitet Samoobrony Społecznej “KOR” (Committee

for Social Self-Defense “KOR)
NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization
NED National Endowment for Democracy
NSC National Security Council
NSZZ Niezależny Samorządny Związek Zawodowy

(Independent Self-Governed Trade Union)
PAC Polish American Congress
PATCO Professional Air Traffic Controllers Organization
PRL Polska Rzeczpospolita Ludowa (People’s Republic of

Poland)
PZPR Polska Zjednoczona Partia Robotnicza (Polish United

Workers’ Party)
RFE Radio Free Europe

xv

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47852-6 — Poland's Solidarity Movement and the Global Politics of Human Rights
Robert Brier 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

RL Radio Liberty
ROPCziO Ruch Obrony Praw Człowieka i Obywatela (Movement

to Defend Human and Civil Rights)
SB Służba Bezpieczeństwa (Security Service; under

Communism, a division in the Ministry of the Interior

responsible for state security, intelligence and

counterintelligence and thus for the surveillance of the

domestic opposition and the émigré groups in the West)
SDUSA Social Democrats U.S.A.
SPD Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands
TKK Tymczasowa Komisja Koordinacyjna (Provisional

Coordinating Commission; Solidarity’s underground
leadership between 1982 and 1987)

UDHR Universal Declaration of Human Rights
UN United Nations
UNCHR United Nations Commission on Human Rights
USIA United States Information Agency
WCL World Confederation of Labour

xvi List of Abbreviations

www.cambridge.org/9781108478526
www.cambridge.org

