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doctrinal and judicial approaches, prompts a critical revision of the dominant human rights-based
approach to the refugee definition.
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SERIES EDITOR ’S PREFACE

Two of the most pressing challenges facing the world today are climate change and
involuntary migration. Not only is each a real concern in its own right, but it is also
increasingly clear that the two phenomena are deeply connected: climate change and other
‘natural’ disasters are not only devastating the environment, but they are also forcing more
and more people to abandon their homes. While most climate-induced migration has thus
far occurred within states, a growing number of persons feels compelled to seek protection
abroad. And as the scale and pace of climate-induced migration increase, it is clear that
more and more people will seek protection abroad as refugees. Is refugee status the right
remedy for persons fleeing climate change and comparable disasters?

In this pioneering study, Matthew Scott begins by challenging the traditional objections
to the recognition of refugee status in such circumstances – that the requisite element of
discrimination is lacking, and that the harms involved are not ‘persecutory’. But he goes
much farther, engaging deeply and thoughtfully with the underlying ‘hazard paradigm’ that
informs dominant understandings of refugee status as a whole. He makes a persuasive case
that we can only do justice to emerging protection claims by paying more attention to the
discriminatory social contexts within which exposure to serious harm arises. By making this
shift to a ‘social paradigm’ of refugee status we can, he argues, see in the vulnerability of
many individuals and groups precisely the hallmarks that should be understood to be the
basis for the recognition of refugee status at international law.

Scott’s analysis is especially important because it is both conceptually provocative and
deeply attentive to relevant jurisprudence from around the world. This is no glib recipe for a
reform that might be as unrealistic as it is appealing. Climate Change, Disasters, and the
Refugee Convention instead beautifully bridges the divide between respect for extant law
and legal process on the one hand, and the importance of pursuing reinvention in the
service of critical human needs on the other. The result is a book that not only presents us
with the first comprehensive analysis of the challenges of invoking refugee law to respond to
the phenomenon of climate-induced migration, but that also leverages that analysis to push
the boundaries of legal understandings of refugee protection in new and potentially
productive directions.

James C. Hathaway
Editor, Cambridge Asylum and Migration Studies
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NOTE ON THE TEXT

In the absence of a neutral third person singular pronoun in the English language, this book
adopts the female pronouns ‘she’ and ‘her’, rather than opting for the clumsy ‘he or she’ and
‘his or her’.

Owing to the multiple terms applied to individuals at different stages in the process of
seeking recognition of refugee status, the term ‘claimant’ is used throughout the book as a
general term. Where appropriate, more specific terms such as ‘appellant’ or ‘applicant’
are used.
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