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Gender in American Literature and Culture introduces readers to key
developments in gender studies and American literary
criticism. It offers nuanced readings of literary conventions and
genres from early American writings to the present and moves beyond
inflexible categories of masculinity and femininity that have
reinforced misleading assumptions about public and private spaces,
domesticity, individualism, and community. The book also demon-
strates how rigid inscriptions of gender have perpetuated a legacy of
violence and exclusion in the United States. Responding to a sense of
twenty-first-century cultural and political crisis, it illuminates the
literary histories and cultural imaginaries that have set the stage for
urgent contemporary debates.
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cambridge themes in american literature and

culture

Twenty-first-century America puzzles many citizens and observers. A frequently
cited phrase to describe current partisan divisions is Lincoln’s “A house divided
against itself cannot stand,” a warning of the perils to the Union from divisions
generated by slavery. America seems divided in almost every way, on almost every
attitude. Civic dialogue on issues often seems extremely difficult. America is an
experiment always in process, a remarkable union of 300 million diverse people
covering all races and faiths. As a forum in which ideologies and interpretations
abound, Literary Studies has a role to play in explanation and analysis. The series
Cambridge Themes in American Literature and Culture addresses the key cultural
themes that have brought America to its current moment. It offers a summation of
critical knowledge on key cultural themes as well as an intervention in the present
moment. This series provides a distinctive, authoritative treatment of the key
literary and cultural strains in American life while also pointing in new critical
directions.
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