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Eastern Mediterranean port cities, such as Constantinople, Smyrna, and
Salonica, have long been sites of fascination. Known for their vibrant and
diverse populations, the dynamism of their economic and cultural
exchanges, and their form of relatively peaceful coexistence in a turbulent
age, many would label them as models of cosmopolitanism. In this study,
Malte Fuhrmann examines changes in the histories of space, consumption,
and identities in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries while the
Mediterranean became a zone of influence for European powers. Giving
voice to the port cities’ forgotten inhabitants, Fuhrmann explores how
their urban populations adapted to European practices, how entertainment
became a marker of a Europeanized way of life, and how consuming beer
celebrated innovation, cosmopolitanism, and mixed gender sociability. At
the same time, these adaptations to a European way of life were modified
according to local needs, as was the case for the new quays, streets, and
buildings. Revisiting leisure practices as well as the formation of class,
gender, and national identities, Fuhrmann offers an alternative view on the
relationship between the Islamic World and Europe.

malte fuhrmann is a research fellow at the Leibniz-ZentrumModerner
Orient (ZMO). Having spent many years doing research and teaching in
Istanbul, he is the author of Imagining a German Orient: Two German

Colonies in the Ottoman Empire 1851–1918 (2006, in German) and
coeditor of The City in the Ottoman Empire: Migration and the Making

of Urban Modernity (2011) with Ulrike Freitag, Nora Lafi, and Florian
Riedler.

www.cambridge.org/9781108477376
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47737-6 — Port Cities of the Eastern Mediterranean
Malte Fuhrmann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108477376
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47737-6 — Port Cities of the Eastern Mediterranean
Malte Fuhrmann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Port Cities of the Eastern

Mediterranean

Urban Culture in the Late Ottoman Empire

malte fuhrmann

Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient

www.cambridge.org/9781108477376
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47737-6 — Port Cities of the Eastern Mediterranean
Malte Fuhrmann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108477376
DOI: 10.1017/9781108769716

© Malte Fuhrmann 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Fuhrmann, Malte, author.
Title: Port cities of the eastern Mediterranean : urban culture in the late Ottoman Empire / Malte
Fuhrmann, Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient.

Other titles: Urban culture in the late Ottoman Empire
Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, [2020] |
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2020012386 (print) | LCCN 2020012387 (ebook) | ISBN 9781108477376
(hardback) | ISBN 9781108708623 (paperback) | ISBN 9781108769716 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Turkey–Civilization–Western influences–19th century. | Turkey–Social life and
customs–19th century. | Port cities–Turkey–Social life and customs–19th century. | Port cities–
Mediterranean Region–Social life and customs–19th century. | Cosmopolitanism–Turkey–
History–19th century. | Mediterranean Region–Civilization–19th century. | Mediterranean
Region–Social life and customs–19th century.

Classification: LCC DR432 .F84 2020 (print) | LCC DR432 (ebook) | DDC 956/.015–dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020012386
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020012387

ISBN 978-1-108-47737-6 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108477376
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47737-6 — Port Cities of the Eastern Mediterranean
Malte Fuhrmann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Figures and Table page vii

Acknowledgments viii

Part I Introduction 1

1 The Enigma of Eastern Mediterranean Urban Culture 3

2 A Historiography of Disentanglement: The Long Legacy
of the Nineteenth Century 10

3 Culture and the Global in Mediterranean History 19

Part II Constructing Europe: Spatial Relations of Power

in Eastern Mediterranean Cities 37

4 The European Dream 43

5 The Making of a European Spatial Discourse on the
Levantine City 49

6 Dreaming of a City in Stone 63

7 Reinventing the City from the Sea Inward 70

Part III The City’s New Pleasures 93

8 Visiting, Strolling, Masquerading, Dancing:
The Consumers of Europeanism 99

9 Staging Europeanness: The Rise of the Eastern
Mediterranean Opera 122

10 Theater, the Civilizing Mission, and Global
Entertainment 138

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108477376
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47737-6 — Port Cities of the Eastern Mediterranean
Malte Fuhrmann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

11 The One World of Workers of the Dramatic Arts 157

12 Beer Consumption and Production on Mediterranean
Shores 173

13 Beer, the Drink of a Changing World 194

Part IV Identities on the Mediterranean Shore: Between

Experiment and Restriction 211

14 Educational Imperialism or Enlightenment? 219

15 The French-Language Press: A Common Forum? 234

16 Renegotiating Masculinities and Femininities at the
Turn of the Century 243

17 Reining in the Free Experiment: Discourses on Class
Formation 266

18 Urban Milieus vs. National Communities: The Case
of the Levantines 288

19 North-to-South Migration and Its Impact on the Urban
Population 302

Part V The End of the European Dream 345

20 The Lack of an Anti-European Perspective 347

21 Economies of Violence and Challenges to the
Thalassocentric Order 357

22 The Anti-Western Rebellion on the Eve of the Belle
Époque 364

23 Deconstructing the European Female 371

24 The “Unraveling” of Port City Society 390

Part VI Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean Revisited 405

Bibliography 417

Index 455

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108477376
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47737-6 — Port Cities of the Eastern Mediterranean
Malte Fuhrmann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figures and Table

Figures

Cover image Constantinople, Galata Bridge, 1912
1.1 The Smyrna Quays, ca. 1870s page 4
1.2 The Olympia Cinema in Salonica, 1917 4
1.3 Constantinople, Galata Bridge and Karaköy

Square, 1912 6
8.1 Smyrna, a coffeehouse with shishas in the bazaar

area, pre-1922 100
13.1 Giannis Kakavopoulos’ Viennese Beerhouse,

Constantinople, ca. 1890s 197
13.2 A family gathering in the beer garden, ca. 1900s 197
13.3 A family gathering in the beer garden, ca. 1918 198
13.4 A street in Salonica, ca. 1913, with a modern-style

waiter on the right 201
13.5 Patrons of a beer garden on Prinkipos Island,

ca. 1900s, dressed in a style reminiscent of Bihruz Bey 203

Table

12.1 Beer production according to district, 1899–1912 page 190

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108477376
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47737-6 — Port Cities of the Eastern Mediterranean
Malte Fuhrmann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

My two terms at the Leibniz–Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO) in
Berlin bracket my odyssey between various places of work and
research. Here, the initial research for this book began and many years
later, I completed my final changes. Our initial research group “Migra-
tion and Urban Institutions in the Late Ottoman Reform Period”
proved to be the inspiration to delve at length into the forgotten worlds
of nineteenth–century Mediterranean cities. For all I learned there I am
very grateful to my fellow group members Nora Lafi, Florian Riedler,
and Ulrike Freitag. My thanks go to all colleagues and former fellows,
and in particular to Dana Sajdi who read and commented on one of my
earliest and as yet premature papers on these matters; to Zafer Yenal
who likewise commented on my work; to Kai Kresse who helped me
sharpen my arguments; and to Sonja Hegasy who inspired me to relate
my research more strongly to the present.

I am very grateful to Stefan Leder, Filiz Kıral, and Richard Witt-
mann for the chance to research and write several chapters in situ, that
is, at the Orient–Institut Istanbul (OII). Many thanks to my good
colleagues from that time, especially Sara Nur Yıldız, Alexandre Tou-
marquine, Martin Greve, and Tomas Wilkoszewski. While teaching at
Ruhr University Bochum, I enjoyed the great collegial support of
Manuel Borutta, Fabian Lemmes, Benjamin Flöhr, and Markus Koller,
and discussions with them have decisively shaped this book. In par-
ticular, Manuel shared with me the draft of his forthcoming mono-
graph Mediterrane Verflechtungen (Mediterranean Entanglements),
allowing me to fill important missing links within my own narrative.
When I returned to Istanbul after my time in Bochum, it was for a two-
year term as lecturer at Istanbul Bilgi University and in particular its
European Institute. I am indebted especially to Pınar Uyan Semerci,
Ayhan Kaya, and my other colleagues and students for this opportun-
ity and making it a very agreeable experience. Among the most inspir-
ing moments at Bilgi, I remember my coffee conversations with the

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108477376
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47737-6 — Port Cities of the Eastern Mediterranean
Malte Fuhrmann 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

pioneer of Ottoman cultural history, Suraiya Faroqhi, who would
effortlessly divulge countless reading suggestions on any of the points
I was researching, while the student café’s electronic beats boomed
over our heads. Some of the chapters were written in the quarters of the
former embassies in Pera, which proved highly inspirational. I have to
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