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The NGO Moment

This book is a study of compassion as a global project fromBiafra to Live

Aid. KevinO’Sullivan explains how andwhyNGOs became the primary

conduits of popular concern for the global poor between the late 1960s

and the mid-1980s and shows how this shaped the West’s relationship

with the postcolonial world. Drawing on case studies from Britain,

Canada and Ireland, as well as archival material from governments

and international organisations, he sheds new light on how the legacies

of empire were repackaged and repurposed for the postcolonial era, and

how a liberal definition of benevolence, rooted in charity, justice, devel-

opment and rights, became the dominant expression of solidarity with

theThirdWorld. In doing so, the book provides a unique insight into the

social, cultural and ideological foundations of global civil society. It

reveals why this period provided such fertile ground for the emergence

of NGOs and offers a fresh interpretation of how individuals in theWest

encountered the outside world.

Kevin O’Sullivan is Lecturer in History at National University of Ireland,

Galway. He has written extensively on NGOs, aid, global justice and

human rights, including the book, Ireland, Africa and the End of Empire

(2012). He is co-editor of the Royal Irish Academy’s Documents on Irish

Foreign Policy series.
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Edited by

Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann, University of California, Berkeley

Samuel Moyn, Yale University, Connecticut

This series showcases new scholarship exploring the backgrounds of human rights

today. With an open-ended chronology and international perspective, the series

seeks works attentive to the surprises and contingencies in the historical origins

and legacies of human rights ideals and interventions. Books in the series will

focus not only on the intellectual antecedents and foundations of human rights,

but also on the incorporation of the concept by movements, nation-states,

international governance, and transnational law.
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