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Preface

I gathered the data for this study over many years, and thought about what
it all meant for as many. All the while I tried out my ideas at seminars in
the US, UK, the Netherlands, and Belgium, and thereby benefited from
the questions and suggestions of scores of colleagues. Nuffield College,
Exeter College, and the Weston Centre, all at Oxford, the European
University Institute and Utrecht University all offered their hospitality
as I set out to write this book, and once a draft had been written, I ben-
efited again from the comments of readers and anonymous reviewers.
I wish to acknowledge especially: Maxine Berg, Bruno Blondé, Oscar
Gelderblom, Philip Hoffman, Maarten Prak, Peter Solar, and Bartolomé
Yun. All of this scholarly input and support has certainly made this a
better, more insightful book. Indeed, as I look back I cannot but feel
blessed by my good fortune in being able to work within an international
academic community that is both welcoming and intellectually probing.

My colleagues have made this a better book. But research and writing
remain, for the most part, an individual affair. As I contemplated my data
and pondered the sparse historiographical signposts, I came to believe
that most of those signposts pointed in the wrong direction. Thus, as I
ventured into the history of one of the most prosaic aspects of everyday
life, the pricing and purchase of bread, it appeared increasingly to be a
terra incognita. If I lost my way in places, the responsibility is mine alone.

Finally, I can now answer in the affirmative a question my family has
been asking for some time: “Is the bread book done?”
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Note on the Online Database

This study makes use of newly gathered data on grain prices, bread prices,
and excise tax receipts. A full account of the sources and the methods
used to assemble the time series of bread and grain prices is presented
in the online database at www.cambridge.org/9781108476386, under
“Resources.” The online database also provides full information on the
currencies, weights, and measures used in this study.
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