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How do people of faith use language to position themselves, and their beliefs
and practices, in the contemporary world? This pioneering and original study
looks closely at how Christians and Muslims talk to people inside and outside
of their own communities about what they think are the right things to believe
and do. From debates to podcasts and YouTube videos, the book covers
a range of engaging texts and contexts, showing how doctrine and beliefs
are not nearly as fixed and static as we might think, and that people are prone
to change what they say they believe, depending on whom they are talking to.
From abortion, to hell, to whether it’s okay to sell alcohol, Pihlaja investigates
how Christians and Muslims struggle with different elements of their own
faith and try to make decisions about what to do when there are so many
different voices to believe.

STEPHEN PIHLAJA is Reader in Stylistics at Newman University. Recent
publications include Religious Talk Online (Cambridge University Press,
2018).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475990
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47599-0 — Talk about Faith
Stephen Pihlaja

Frontmatter

More Information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475990
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47599-0 — Talk about Faith

Stephen Pihlaja
Frontmatter
More Information

Talk about Faith
How Debate and Conversation Shape Belief

Stephen Pihlaja

Newman University

AMBRIDGE

NIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475990
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47599-0 — Talk about Faith
Stephen Pihlaja

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06—04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108475990
DOI: 10.1017/9781108629881

© Stephen Pihlaja 2021

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2021

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Pihlaja, Stephen, author.

Title: Talk about faith : how debate and conversation shape belief / Stephen
Pihlaja, Newman University.

Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY, USA : Cambridge
University Press, 2021. | Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2020031356 (print) | LCCN 2020031357 (ebook) |
ISBN 9781108475990 (hardback) | ISBN 9781108629881 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Faith. | Christianity. | Islam. | Communication — Religious
aspects. | Language and languages — Religious aspects.

Classification: LCC BT771.3 .P54 2020 (print) | LCC BT771.3 (ebook) |
DDC 234/.23-dc23

LC record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2020031356

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020031357

ISBN 978-1-108-47599-0 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475990
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47599-0 — Talk about Faith
Stephen Pihlaja

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

Acknowledgements page Vi
1 Talk about Faith in Context 1
1.1 Discourse 3

1.2 Religion 7

1.3 Language and Religion 12

1.4 Mediatisation and Secularisation 17

2 Religious Discourse as Data 24
2.1 Approaches to Religious Discourse 25

2.2 Collecting and Analysing Discourse 31

3 Naming, Changing, and Contemporary Contexts 40
3.1 Representation and Categorisation 41

3.2 Religion in a Diverse World 53

3.3 Adapting to Change 70

4 Inspiration, Authority, and Interpretation 89
4.1 The Word of God 90

4.2 Representing Authority 104

4.3 Establishing Authority in Changing Contexts 118

5 Living Belief and Practice 133
5.1 Faith in the Market Economy 134

5.2 Debate within the Faiths 149

5.3 Deciding for Yourself 166

6 Conclusion: The Future of Religious Discourse 181
6.1 Speaking Publicly as Authority 183

6.2 Challenges and Opportunities 186

6.3 Diversity and Community 189
Appendix 194
References 197
Index 210
v

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475990
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47599-0 — Talk about Faith
Stephen Pihlaja

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgements

Support from the Linnaeus University Centre for Concurrences in Colonial and
Postcolonial Studies (Vixjo, Sweden) made this book possible.

vi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475990
www.cambridge.org

