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AMERICAN LITERATURE IN TRANSITION,
–

This volume presents a complex portrait of the United States of
America grappling with the trials of national adolescence. Topics
include (but are not limited to): the dynamics of language and power,
the treachery of memory, the lived experience of racial and economic
inequality, the aesthetics of Indigeneity, the radical possibilities of
disability, the fluidity of gender and sexuality, the depth and culture-
making power of literary genre, the history of poetics, the cult of
performance, and the hidden costs of foodways. Taken together, the
essays offer a vision of a vibrant, contradictory, and conflicted early
U.S. Republic resistant to consensus accountings and poised to
inform new and better origin stories for the polity to come.

   is Associate Professor of English at
Boston University. He is the author of Against Self-Reliance: The Arts
of Dependence in the Early United States (University of Pennsylvania
Press, ) and the coeditor (with Megan E. Walsh) of Frank
J. Webb’s The Garies and Their Friends (Broadview Press, ).
His essays have appeared in American Literature, The William &
Mary Quarterly, Early American Studies, Common-place, and Avidly,
among others.

  is Associate Professor of American Studies at Yale
University. LaFleur is the author of The Natural History of Sexuality
in Early America (Johns Hopkins University Press, ). Her writ-
ing appears in Early American Literature, Early American Studies,
American Quarterly, American Literature, and on the Los Angeles
Review of Books and Public Books websites.
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Editor
Cody Marrs, University of Georgia

Nineteenth-Century American Literature in Transition provides an omnibus
account of American literature and its ever-evolving field of study. Emphasizing
the ways in which American literature has been in transition ever since its
founding, this revisionary series examines four phases of American literary history,
focusing on the movements, forms, and media that developed from the late
eighteenth to the early twentieth century. The mutable nature of American
literature is explored throughout these volumes, which consider a diverse and
dynamic set of authors, texts, and methods. Encompassing the full range of
today’s literary scholarship, this series is an essential guide to the study of
nineteenth-century American literature and culture.
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Series Preface

In the past few decades, as American literary studies has changed and
evolved, the long nineteenth century has proven to be a crucial pivot point.
American Literature: The Long Nineteenth Century captures the dynamism
of both this critical moment and the historical period it engages.
Emphasizing the ways in which American literature has remained in
transition ever since its founding, these four volumes comprise a significant
act of literary-historical revisionism. As suggested by the overlapping dates
(i.e., –, –, –, –), these volumes
challenge traditional ways of periodizing literature. This series argues for
the contingency and provisionality of literary history in general and of
nineteenth-century American literary history in particular. The transitional
and mutable nature of American literature is explored throughout these
volumes, which address a wide range of topics, methods, and areas of
interest, and examine the myriad forms, movements, and media that
developed across this era. By drawing together leading and emerging
scholars and encompassing the full range of today’s American literary
scholarship, this series provides an omnibus account of nineteenth-century
American literature as well as its ever-evolving field of study.
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