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Patent Cultures

This book explores how dissimilar patent systems remain distinctive
despite international efforts toward harmonization. The dominant his-
torical account describes harmonization as ever-growing, with familiar
milestones such as the Paris Convention (1883), the World Intellectual
Property Organization’s founding (1967), and the formation of current
global institutions of patent governance. Yet throughout the modern
period, countries fashioned their own mechanisms for fostering techno-
logical invention. Notwithstanding the harmonization project, diversity
in patent cultures remains stubbornly persistent. No single comprehen-
sive volume describes the comparative historical development of patent
practices. Patent Cultures: Diversity and Harmonization in Historical Per-

spective seeks to fill this gap. Tracing national patenting from imperial
expansion in the early nineteenth century to our time, this work asks
fundamental questions about the limits of globalization, innovation’s
cultural dimension, and how historical context shapes patent policy. It
is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the contested role
of patents in the modern world.
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Preface

This collective volume arises from the workshop “International Diversity
in Patent Cultures – a Historical Perspective” that was held May 15–16,
2014 at the University of Leeds. This was funded by the UK’s Arts &
Humanities Research Council grant “Rethinking Patent Cultures” AH/
L009803/1. Like the edited chapters that have come together here, there
was no direct aspiration then to achieve any “global” conclusions: that
would have required a much larger event than we could achieve with an
open call for papers at a two-day workshop. After an international open
call for contributors, we received participants from Europe, North Amer-
ica, South America, and Asia; that international representation is
matched in the chapters of this book. Overall we draw from the work of
contributors some provisional claims about the diversity and commonal-
ities of patent cultures in sixteen countries in those four continents, with
comments on the recent roles of Africa and China. This is therefore
definitely not the last word on the topic, only (we humbly think) a
starting point. We very much hope that other scholars will be able to
take this topic further to achieve a broader geographical and cultural
reach in discussing patent cultures than can be achieved in one volume.
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Note on the Cover Image

This volume’s cover image comes from the front of a 1948 Japanese
children’s book entitled Two Inventions That Will Lift Up the Nation: The

Pearl and the Automatic Loom, written by an elected Diet member named
Toyosawa Toyoo and illustrated by artist Kinoshita Shigeru. Toyosawa’s
book consists of hagiographic accounts of two individual inventors, the
pearl cultivator Mikimoto Kōkichi and the loom maker Toyoda Sakichi.
Heroic inventor narratives (and illustrations) of British industrial figures
like James Watt circulated widely in the late nineteenth-century world.
Meiji Japan (1868–1912) was no exception. Tales of Japanese invention,
centering on figures including Mikimoto and Toyoda, appeared with
regularity from the first decade of the twentieth century onward. In one
sense, Two Inventions That Will Lift Up the Nation reflected the ongoing
resonance of the heroic inventor genre in mid-twentieth-century Japan.
Toyosawa’s book can also be read as part of broader efforts to promote
“national” invention in the aftermath of the imperial Japanese state’s
wartime suspension of industrial property protections, the post-1945
collapse of the Japanese empire, and proposals for patent reform then
circulating amid the American-led occupation of Japan. As Kinoshita’s
illustration shows, invention encompassed not only wood-and-metal
machines, but living shellfish, too. Further discussion of this front cover
image can be found in Chapter 15.

xvi

www.cambridge.org/9781108475761
www.cambridge.org

