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The foundation of the American legal system is its longstanding written Constitution.
However, a contentious debate now exists between originalists, who employ the Consti-
tution’s original meaning, and nonoriginalists, who argue for a living constitution
interpretation. The first natural law justification for an originalist interpretation of the
American Constitution, Originalism’s Promise presents an innovative foundation for
originalism and a novel description of its character. Originalism’s Promise provides a
deep, rich, and practical explanation of originalism, including the most detailed origin-
alist theory of precedent in the literature. Of interest to judges, scholars, and lawyers,
Originalism’s Promise will help all Americans better understand their own Constitution
and shows why their reverence for it, its Framers, and its legal system is supported by
sound reasons. Originalism’s Promise is a powerful contribution to the most important
theory in constitutional interpretation.
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[R]ationis ordinatio ad bonum commune, ab eo qui curam com-
munitatis habet, promulgata.’

1

I-IT St. THOMAE AQUINATIS, SUMMAE THEOLOGIAE q. o, a. 4 (Leonis Romae ed. 1892) (law is
“an ordinance of reason for the common good, made by him who has care of the community,
and promulgated.”).
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