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ACTS

As the earliest narrative source for the origins of Christianity, Acts is of
unrivalled importance for understanding early Christianity and the mis-
sion that originally brought it from Judea and Galilee to gentiles and even
the heart of the Roman Empire. This volume is an abridged version of
Keener’s monumental, four-volume commentary on Acts, the longest and
one of the most thorough engagements with Acts in its ancient setting.
Sensitive to the work’s narrative unity, Keener’s commentary is especially
known for its direct engagement with the wide range of ancient Jewish and
Greco-Roman sources. The original commentary cited some 45,000 refer-
ences from ancient extrabiblical sources to shed light on the Book of Acts.
This accessible edition, aimed at students, scholars, and pastors, makes
more widely available the decades of research that Keener has devoted to
one of the key texts of early Christianity.

Craig S. Keener is the F.M. and Ada Thompson Professor of Biblical
Studies at Asbury Theological Seminary, Kentucky. He is the author of
twenty-eight books, most recently Galatians (Cambridge University Press,
2017) and Christobiography: Memories, History, and the Reliability of the
Gospels (2019).
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Dedicated to my recent and current fellow Acts commentators (Loveday
Alexander, Carl Holladay, Eckhard Schnabel, Steve Walton, et al.),
including the memory of Richard Pervo, always a gracious and respectful

dialogue partner despite his differences from many of the rest of us.
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With the publishers’ kind permission, this commentary mostly condenses
(by roughly g1 percent) my larger, 4,500-page commentary on Acts, pub-
lished by Baker Academic in 2012-15. I am grateful to both Baker and
Cambridge for making this shorter and slightly updated version available.
Thanks in this volume to my editors Ben Witherington and Beatrice Rehl,
to Judith Odor for the index, and to Vinithan Sethumadhavan, Penny
Harper, and the rest of Cambridge’s team.

The larger, original commentary cites some 45,000 extrabiblical ancient
references and more than 10,000 secondary sources. Needless to say, this
present commentary, while more accessible and more portable, must omit
most discussions, surveys of views, alternate positions, major outlines,
and the vast majority of documentation found there. (Here I have also
taken the liberty of eliminating translators and some subtitles and series
references to preserve space.) Least of all can I afford space to address
frequent scholarly arguments from silence based on what Luke omits.
Thus readers, reviewers, and dissertation writers needing further docu-
mentation, explanation, or details should turn instead to my fuller work,
the final volume of which precedes the writing of this one by just
four years.

Instead of dividing Acts into its major sections, which would create
excessively large and unwieldy blocks, I have chosen to break many
narratives into smaller units, simply introducing the larger sections in
those units where they begin. My Galatians commentary in this series is
332 pages for six chapters, but Acts is twenty-eight chapters. Especially after
the first two chapters of Acts, therefore, some units will receive brief
comment, simply for lack of space.

Like other commentaries in the series, this volume is geared to the New
Revised Standard Version (NRSV) text, and therefore includes comments

Xvii
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explaining Greek wordplays that translations such as the NRSV some-
times obscure. To stay within this volume’s assigned word count, how-
ever, at the final stage we reluctantly omitted the translation itself (10
percent of this volume’s original length), to which most readers have
ready access.
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