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Amidst discontent over America’s growing diversity, many white
Americans now view the political world through the lens of a racial
identity. Whiteness was once thought to be invisible because of whites’
dominant position and ability to claim the mainstream, but today a
large portion of whites actively identify with their racial group and
support policies and candidates that they view as protecting whites’
power and status.

In White Identity Politics, Ashley Jardina offers a landmark
analysis of emerging patterns of white identity and collective pol-
itical behavior, drawing on sweeping data. Where past research on
whites’ racial attitudes emphasized out-group hostility, Jardina brings
into focus the significance of in-group identity and favoritism. White
Identity Politics shows that disaffected whites are not just found among
the working class; they make up a broad proportion of the American
public — with profound implications for political behavior and the
future of racial conflict in America.

Ashley Jardina is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Duke
University. She studies the nature of racial attitudes and group iden-
tities and their influence on public opinion and political behavior.
Her research has been featured in the New York Times, Vox, and the
Washington Post’s Monkey Cage.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

Cambridge Studies in Public Opinion and Political Psychology

Series Editors
Dennis Chong, University of Southern California and Northwestern University
James H. Kuklinski, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Cambridge Studies in Public Opinion and Political Psychology publishes innova-
tive research from a variety of theoretical and methodological perspectives on the
mass public foundations of politics and society. Research in the series focuses on
the origins and infl uence of mass opinion, the dynamics of information and delib-
eration, and the emotional, normative, and instrumental bases of political choice.
In addition to examining psychological processes, the series explores the organiza-
tion of groups, the association between individual and collective preferences, and
the impact of institutions on beliefs and behavior.

Cambridge Studies in Public Opinion and Political Psychology is dedicated to
furthering theoretical and empirical research on the relationship between the pol-
itical system and the attitudes and actions of citizens.

Books in the series are listed on the page following the Index.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

White Identity Politics

Ashley Jardina

Duke University, North Carolina

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 8Bs, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi - 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/978 1108475525
DOI: 10.1017/978 1108645157

© Ashley Jardina 2019

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2019
Printed in the United Kingdom by T7 International Ltd, Padstow Cornwall
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Jardina, Ashley, author.

Title: White identity politics / Ashley Jardina, Duke University, North Carolina.
Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom: New York, NY, USA: Cambridge
University Press, [2019] | Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2018049097 | 1SBN 9781108475525 (hardback) |

ISBN 9781108468602 (paperback)

Subjects: LCSH: Identity politics — United States. | Whites — United States —
Politics and government. | Whites — Race identity — United States. |

United States — Race relations — Political aspects.

Classification: LCC Jk1764.737 2019 | DDC 320.56/909073-dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2018049097

ISBN 978-1-108-47552-5 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-46860-2 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

To my Michigan family

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics

Ashley Jardina
Frontmatter
More Information

—

O OO0 ~N OO o1 &, b N

GONTENTS

List of Figures page viii
List of Tables xi
Acknowledgments  xiii

The New American Minority 1

Making the Invisible Visible 21

The Measurement and Meaning of Group Ties
Who Identifies as White? 91

The Content and Contours of Whiteness 118
The Preservation of Whiteness 155

Policies that Protect the Group 187

A Black Man in the White House 216

The Future of White America 260

Appendix 283
Notes 299
References 321
Index 351

50

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics

Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

3.1
3.2
5.1

53

5-4
5-5
5.6
57
5.8

59

FIGURES

The Distribution of the White Identity Scale

The Distribution of White Racial Consciousness
The Relationship between White Identity and
American Identity

White Identity and Different Features of
American Identity

The Relationship between White Identity, Racial
Resentment, American Identity, and Exclusionary
Views on National Identity

The Distribution of White Guilt

The Distribution of White Privilege

The Relationship between White Identity, White
Guilt, and White Privilege

White Racial Solidarity and Support for Congress
Passing a Law Creating a White History Month
The Relationship between White Identity and
Perceptions of Zero-Sum Economic Competition
The Relationship between White Identity and
Perceptions of Zero-Sum Political Competition

The Relationship between White Consciousness and

the Belief that Groups Have Too Little Influence in
US Politics
Average Levels of Racial Alienation among Whites
and Blacks

page 66
68

121
124
127
133
133
135
138
141

142

143

148

The Immigrant Share of the US Population, r9oo—2015 158

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

ix / Listof Figures

6.2 Support for Immigration over Time 162
6.3 White Identity and a Preference for Decreasing

Levels of Immigration 166
6.4  The Effect of White Consciousness on Immigration

Opinion 174
6.5 The Proportion of News Articles Mentioning

Immigration over Time 176
6.6  The Relationship between White and Hispanic Affect

and Support for Decreasing Levels of Immigration 177

6.7  The Marginal Effect of White Identity on Opposition
to Immigration by Each Level of Change in the

County-Level Foreign-Born Population 180
6.8 Emotional Responses to Demographic Information

by Levels of White Identity 183
7.1 White Identity, White Consciousness, and Support

for Federal Spending on Groups 201
7.2 White Consciousness and Support for

Legacy Admissions 206
7.3 White Consciousness and Opposition to Outsourcing 210
7.4 White Consciousness, Opposition to Increasing

Trade, and Opposition to Free Trade 212
7.5 White Identity, White Consciousness, and Support for

Isolationism 213
8.1 2012 Presidential Vote Choice 224

8.2 The Probability of Voting for Barack Obama in 2012 223
8.3 The Predicted Probability that Obama Favors Blacks

over Whites 226
8.4  White Racial Solidarity and Displeasure over a

Latino President 228
8.5 Affective Evaluations of Donald Trump 237
8.6  The Probability of Choosing Trump over Other

Republican Primary Candidates 238
8.7 The Effect of White Consciousness on Evaluations

of 2016 Presidential Candidates 239
8.8 White Consciousness and 2016 Presidential

Vote Choice 245

8.9 The Relationship between White Affect, Black Affect,
and Belief that Civil Rights Leaders are Pushing
Too Fast 248

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

X / List of Figures

8.10  The Relationship between White Affect and Presidential

Candidates, 1968-1976 251
8.11  The Relationship between White Affect and Presidential

Candidates, 1992—2000 254
8.12  The Relationship between White Identity, White

Consciousness, and Levels of Political Participation 256

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

TABLES

3.1 The Availability of White Solidarity Measures

across Data Sources page 61
3.2 The Distribution of the White Racial Identity

Importance Item 63
3.3 The Distribution of the Racial Identity Pride and

Commonality Items 65
3.4  The Distribution of the Racial Consciousness

Perceptions of Discrimination 67
3.5 The Distribution of the Racial Consciousness

Collective Orientation Item 68
3.6  The Relationship between White Identity and Political

and Social Predispositions 77
4.1 The Relationship between White Identity and Age,

Gender, and Education 96
4.2 The Relationship between White Identity and

Geographic Context 98
4.3 The Relationship between White Identity and

Economic Evaluations and Circumstances 102
4.4  The Relationship between White Identity

and Religion 106
4.5 The Relationship between White Identity and

Partisanship and Political Ideology 108
5.1 The Correlation between White Identity and

American Identity 121

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics

Ashley Jardina
Frontmatter

More Information

Xii / List of Tables

5.2

7.2

73

7-4

The Relationship between White Consciousness and
Beliefs about Racial Discrimination

The Relationship between White Identity, White
Consciousness, and Attitudes toward Immigrants

and Immigration

The Relationship between White Identity, White
Consciousness, and Beliefs about the Consequences
of Immigration

White Identity, White Consciousness, and Support
for Increasing Social Security Spending/Expanding
Medicare

White Identity, White Consciousness, and Opposition
to Welfare and Medicaid

White Identity, White Consciousness, and Opposition
to Government Aid to Blacks

White Identity, White Consciousness, and Opposition
to Affirmative Action

White Identity, Racial Resentment, and Support

for the Tea Party

Affective Evaluations of Trump

146

169

171

195
199
200
204

231
243

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I wrote much of this book in the comfort of an old sweatshirt,
its block “M” on the front almost entirely faded from many washings.
By my side, I had the steadfast company of Maize, my sweet golden
retriever named, of course, after one of the University of Michigan’s
school colors. My own social identity is deeply tied to the University of
Michigan, and for good reason. Over the years, I have received incred-
ible support, advice, and friendship from my advisors, colleagues, and
dear friends from my alma mater. This book exists because of my
Michigan family, and it is dedicated to them.

My deepest gratitude goes to Ted Brader and Vincent Hutchings.
They served as the co-chairs of my dissertation committee, but their
role extends well beyond the development of this particular project.
Together, they shepherded me through college and graduate school.
I owe much of who I am as a person and scholar to their guidance and
support. They have set a tremendously high bar as mentors, scholars,
and friends. They both also saw value in this project early on, when
many expressed doubts about the notion of a white identity. I am
thankful that they encouraged — and still encourage — me to take risks
in my work.

Ted has bestowed on me tremendous wisdom, wit, and support.
He has helped shape this research significantly, and T am grateful for his
attention to detail, his generosity, and his patience. His work has been
some of the greatest inspiration for my own, and I continue to strive to
be as careful and thorough of a scholar as he is. Ted has also expertly,
and slyly, been the mentor who has challenged me the most over the

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

Xiv / Acknowledgments

years, pushing my work to be better. He has often raised the bar in his
expectations without me even realizing it, in part because he has also
been such a first-rate sounding board and so quick with encouraging
words. He is also a truly great friend, and many of my fondest moments
in Ann Arbor entail outstanding dinner conversations with Ted and his
brilliant wife, Valerie, always over fine wine and excellent food.

Vince, as he has done for so many, has given me countless
hours of his time over many years. From him, I learned how to design
experiments and surveys. He has shown me how to ask interesting
questions and how to add clarity to my arguments. He has given me
careful feedback, teaching me not only when work is subpar, but also
when it is good. Vince is a model scholar, but more importantly, he is the
kind of person I strive to be. He is kind, generous, compassionate, and
deeply patient. He has an unwavering belief that his students belong in
academia, and that they have the ability to succeed in graduate school
and beyond. For most of my adult life, Vince has been my cheerleader
and my champion, and I am so proud to be one of his students. I will
be forever grateful that over a decade ago, both he and Ted saw some-
thing in me as an earnest undergraduate, and I would not be where
I am today without them.

Nancy Burns has been one of my most important mentors. She
offered me a position as her research assistant during my second year
in graduate school and since then, I have benefited tremendously from
her brilliant advice, excellent cooking, and the time I have been able
to spend with her extraordinary family — Scott, Sef, and Tate. Nancy is
one of the kindest and bravest people I know, and a great deal of what
I have learned about doing good social science work is from her. I am
indebted for the incredible opportunities she has given me, and I am as
much a student of hers as I am of the members of my formal graduate
dissertation committee.

So much of the work here is a reflection of what I have learned
from Nicholas Valentino. Nick initially possessed a healthy skepticism
of this project, and it is better for it. He pushed me to shore up my the-
oretical account, and to address alternative theories thoroughly. In the
end, he has been one of my strongest supporters, and I am thankful for
all his time, advice, and feedback that undoubtedly improved my work
immensely.

In many ways, this book would not have been possible without
Donald Kinder. My project builds off his brilliant and far-reaching

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

xv / Acknowledgments

groundwork in race and public opinion. His work, along with that of
David Sears’, has been deeply influential to my own thinking about
racial attitudes. Much of this book was written with several of Don’s
books near at hand, their pages now dog-eared, underlined, and filled
with notes. I have been tremendously fortunate to have worked with
Don and to have had him on my dissertation committee. When I was a
graduate student, he pushed me to think more deeply about the histor-
ical implications of my research, to provide stronger evidence for my
claims, and to expand the scope of my work. This book is far richer
for that advice.

Along the way, many others at the University of Michigan
served as important mentors and gave me the tools and guidance to
complete this project. Elleanor Crown was one of the first to support
and encourage my academic interests when I was an undergraduate.
Skip Lupia provided valuable feedback on this project’s framing. Rob
Mickey offered excellent advice and encouragement. Over the years
Michael Traugott, Ken Kollman, Charles Shipan, Mark Tessler, Mika
LaVaque-Manty, Hanes Walton, Jr., and Allen Hicken have been won-
derful counselors and friends. I am also grateful to many of the staff
at the Center for Political Studies in the Institute for Social Research.

One benefit of the Michigan network is that it is vast and filled
with brilliant, obliging scholars. To that end, I was fortunate that Ismail
White, Frank Baumgartner, and Taeku Lee — all Michigan grads — gen-
erously took the time to read an early version of this manuscript. They
spent an entire day in Durham going through a draft with me, and their
insights were crucial to the development of the book.

My friends from graduate school, who are like family,
encouraged me and kept me grounded. I am especially grateful to
Andrea Benjamin, Papia Debroy, and Alex Jakle. Much of the daily
grind of writing this book was done with the company, reassurance, and
feedback of my dear friend Alexander Von Hagen-Jamar, whose tireless
support carried me through the finish line. Spencer Piston read many
drafts of many pieces of this project over the years, and his feedback
and support have been especially important to me. Yanna Krupnikov,
Adam Seth Levine, and Antoine Banks have served as important
mentors and models. My friendships with Emily Bosk, Katie Brown,
Logan Casey, Chinbo Chong, Jennifer Chudy, David Cottrell, Allison
Dale-Riddle, Rob Garlick, Keith Gibson, Cassandra Grafstrom, Eric
Groenendyk, Hakeem Jefferson, Andrea Jones-Rooy, Nathan Kalmoe,

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

Xi / Acknowledgments

Kristyn Karl, Pam McCann, Erin McGovern, Jennifer Miller-Gonzalez,
Fabian Neuner, Vanessa Cruz Nichols, Davin Phoenix, Rachel Potter,
Molly Reynolds, Katherine Gallagher Robbins, Ethan Schoolman,
David Smith, LaFleur Stephens-Dougan, Jessi Streib, Stacey Tsibulsky,
Alton Worthington, and Nicole Yadon have brought me so much good
advice, guidance, peace of mind, and joy.

My Michigan family provided the foundation of support for
this project, but I am equally thankful to the community of colleagues
and friends who have helped me and have contributed to my work in
the years since I left Ann Arbor. First and foremost, this project exists
only because of the truly brilliant David Sears, whose groundbreaking
and now canonical research laid the foundation for the study of white
racial attitudes in political science. My work here not only builds off
David’s important scholarship, but it is also much better thanks to his
invaluable feedback. I am so fortunate to have benefited not only from
David’s careful reading of an early version of the manuscript, but also
from his kindness and encouragement.

Many of my colleagues at Duke University provided important
feedback on this project, including John Aldrich, Kerry Haynie,
Sunshine Hillygus, and Christopher Johnston. I am also thankful for
the comments I received from Kyle Beardsley, Pablo Beramendi, Joseph
Grieco, Melanie Manion, Scott de Marchi, David Rohde, and David
Siegel. I am especially grateful to Georg Vanberg, not only for his
helpful comments and support, but also for generously providing me
with the resources to host a book conference.

Many other dear friends and colleagues have given helpful
advice, offered encouragement, and shared commiseration. I am
thankful for Cameron Ballard-Rosa, Nicholas Carnes, Lauren
Davenport, Christopher DeSante, Christopher Federico, Lorrie Frasure-
Yokley, Shana Gadarian, Leonie Huddy, Michael Jones-Correa, Jane
Junn, Alexander Kirschner, Samara Klar, Corrine McConnaughy,
Lucy Martin, Tali Mendelberg, Christopher Parker, Brian Schaffner,
Deborah Schildkraut, Paul Sniderman, Joe Soss, Lester Spence, Michael
Tesler, Ali Valenzuela, Lynn Vavreck, Vesla Weaver, and Cara Wong.
I am also grateful to Trey Boone, for offering welcome distractions,
input, support, and so much to look forward to during the publication
process.

I owe the finishing touches of this project to some exemplary
research assistance from graduate students at Duke University. Much

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

Xvii / Acknowledgments

gratitude goes to Arvind Krishnamurthy and Katelyn Mehling. I am
especially indebted to Victoria Dounoucos and Bailey Sanders, who are
amazing, and who worked tirelessly until the end.

I was lucky to be able to work with the fabulous Sara Doskow
at Cambridge University Press. She has been a wonderful editor. I appre-
ciate her enthusiasm for the project, and her patience. She has not only
been incredibly accommodating, but she has expertly shepherded this
project from manuscript to print, and I am very glad to have worked
with her.

Survey research is expensive, and the work in the pages that
follow would not have been possible without the financial support
I received from a number of sources. Much of the data in the book
here are from the American National Election Studies (ANES), which
are funded by the National Science Foundation. This project would
be much less than what it is if it were not for the fact that the 2012
ANES included a question on white identity. It is even more substan-
tial because the ANES board included on the 2016 ANES Pilot and
the 2016 Time Series the white identity and white consciousness items
I proposed. While I was at the University of Michigan, I received the gen-
erous support of the National Science Foundation Graduate Research
Fellowship. Many of the surveys used in this book were funded by the
Gerald R. Ford Fellowship, and the Rackham Graduate School. T am
also thankful for funding received through the University of Michigan
Department of Political Science and Duke University, which supported
several of my studies.

Finally, I am grateful to my parents, Michael and Marie, for
their love and support. They have made many sacrifices for me over
the years, and I am thankful that they have supported so many of my
endeavors. I am especially indebted to my mother, who has given me a
great deal of her time so that I can have more of my own.

This book is a product of the hard work of many people. Its
weaknesses are entirely mine, but its strengths are the result of so much
time and energy from dear friends, family, and colleagues. To each of
you, I am sincerely grateful.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47552-5 — White Identity Politics
Ashley Jardina

Frontmatter

More Information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108475525
www.cambridge.org

