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convergence and divergence of private law in asia

There has been an increasing need for greater integration of many Asian economies,
either within the confines of ASEAN or on a more geo-economically strategic scale
including major Asian jurisdictions like China, Japan, and Korea. A number of key
personalities within the regional legal fraternity have advanced views that such integra-
tion ought to occur through the harmonization of legal rules, arguing that in doing so,
uncertainty and other transaction costs would be reduced and commercial confidence
within the region concomitantly increased. This edited volume brings together eminent
and promising scholars and practitioners to investigate what convergence and divergence
means in their respective fields and for Asia. Interwoven in the details of each tale of
convergence is whether and how convergence ought to take place, and in so choosing,
what are the attendant consequences for that choice.

Gary Low is Vice-President (Legal & Regulatory Engagement) for e-commerce platform
Lazada Group. He read for law at the LSE (LLB First Class Honours), Oxford (BCL,
Distinction), andMaastricht (PhD). He was Justices’ LawClerk of the SupremeCourt of
Singapore, and shortly thereafter practised shipping and commercial law at Rajah &
Tann LLP. Formerly on faculty at Tilburg, Maastricht and SMU, Gary has held visiting
appointments at Cornell, Keio and CEU. Before becoming an in-house counsel, he was
Deputy Senior State Counsel at the Attorney-General’s Chambers.
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To my children, Tobias William and Sophie Philippa, now six and four,
respectively. One was born when I entertained the idea for this book, and the
other was born just as I hosted the contributors at a conference. I should

really stop at three.
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