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in the social sciences and humanities, such as anthropology, archaeology,

history, and museum studies. Written by leading international scholars, this

handbook provides a comprehensive view of developments, methodologies,

and theories. It is divided into five broad themes, embracing both classic and

emerging areas of research in the field. Chapters outline transformative

moments in material culture scholarship, and present research from around

theworld, focusing onmultiplematerial and digitalmedia that show the scope

and breadth of this exciting field.Written in an easy-to-read style, it is essential

reading for students, researchers, and professionals with an interest in mate-

rial culture.
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cambridge handbooks in anthropology

Genuinely broad in scope, each handbook in this series provides a complete

state-of-the-field overview of a subdiscipline or major topic of anthropological

study and research. Grouped into broad thematic areas, the chapters in each

volume encompass themost important issues and themeswithin each subject,

offering a coherent picture of the latest theories and findings. Together, the

volumes will build into an integrated overview of the discipline in its entirety.

www.cambridge.org/9781108474610
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47461-0 — The Cambridge Handbook of Material Culture Studies
Edited by Lu Ann De Cunzo , Catharine Dann Roeber 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Cambridge
Handbook of Material
Culture Studies

Edited by

Lu Ann De Cunzo

University of Delaware

Catharine Dann Roeber

Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library

www.cambridge.org/9781108474610
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47461-0 — The Cambridge Handbook of Material Culture Studies
Edited by Lu Ann De Cunzo , Catharine Dann Roeber 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108474610
DOI: 10.1017/9781108622639

© Cambridge University Press 2022

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2022

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-47461-0 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108474610
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47461-0 — The Cambridge Handbook of Material Culture Studies
Edited by Lu Ann De Cunzo , Catharine Dann Roeber 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

To James Deetz, who opened my eyes and mind to the

wonder of material culture

Lu Ann De Cunzo

www.cambridge.org/9781108474610
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47461-0 — The Cambridge Handbook of Material Culture Studies
Edited by Lu Ann De Cunzo , Catharine Dann Roeber 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org/9781108474610
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47461-0 — The Cambridge Handbook of Material Culture Studies
Edited by Lu Ann De Cunzo , Catharine Dann Roeber 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Figures page ix

List of Tables xiv

List of Case Studies xv

List of Contributors xvi

Acknowledgments xviii

1 Suitcases, Selfies, and the Global Environment: Material

Culture, Materiality, and the New Materialism

Lu Ann De Cunzo and Catharine Dann Roeber 1

Part I Scholarly Genealogies 25

2 Materiality Julian Yates 27

3 Representation Sarah Wasserman 54

Part II Relevant Pasts 75

4 Disciplinary Complicity: The University, Material Culture

Studies, and Global Environmental Crisis Richard M. Hutchings 77

5 Social Justice: Material Culture as a Driver of Inequality

Claire Smith, Jordan Ralph, Cherrie De Leiuen, and Kellie Pollard 100

6 Engagement and the Politics of Authority
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