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many developments — both major and minor — that transformed
American literature. In a wide range of chapters, scholars reexamine
literary history before, during, and after the Civil War, revealing
significant changes not only in how literature is written but also in
how it is conceived, distributed, and consumed. Cutting across
literary periods that are typically considered separate and distinct,
and incorporating an array of methods and approaches, this volume
discloses the Long Civil War to be an era of ongoing struggle and
cultural contestation. It thus captures the dynamism of this period in
American literary history as well as its ever-evolving field of study.
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Series Preface

In the past few decades, as American literary studies has changed and
evolved, the long nineteenth century has proven to be a crucial pivot point.
Nineteenth-Century American Literature in Transition captures the dyna-
mism of both this critical moment and the historical period it engages.
Emphasizing the ways in which American literature has remained in
transition ever since its founding, these four volumes comprise a significant
act of literary-historical revisionism. As suggested by the overlapping dates
(i.e., 1770-1826, 1820-1860, 18511877, 1876-1910), these volumes
challenge traditional ways of periodizing literature. This series argues for
the contingency and provisionality of literary history in general and of
nineteenth-century American literary history in particular. The transitional
and mutable nature of American literature is explored throughout these
volumes, which address a wide range of topics, methods, and areas of
interest, and examine the myriad forms, movements, and media that
developed across this era. By drawing together leading and emerging
scholars and encompassing the full range of today’s American literary
scholarship, this series provides an omnibus account of nineteenth-century
American literature as well as its ever-evolving field of study.
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