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AMERICAN LITERATURE IN TRANSITION,
–

Between  and , the USA underwent a whirlwind of change.
This volume offers a fresh account of this important era, assessing the
many developments – both major and minor – that transformed
American literature. In a wide range of chapters, scholars reexamine
literary history before, during, and after the Civil War, revealing
significant changes not only in how literature is written but also in
how it is conceived, distributed, and consumed. Cutting across
literary periods that are typically considered separate and distinct,
and incorporating an array of methods and approaches, this volume
discloses the Long Civil War to be an era of ongoing struggle and
cultural contestation. It thus captures the dynamism of this period in
American literary history as well as its ever-evolving field of study.

  is Professor of English at the University of Georgia.
He has written extensively about nineteenth-century American liter-
ature. He is the author of Melville, Beauty, and American Literary
Studies (Oxford University Press, forthcoming), Not Even Past: The
Stories We Keep Telling about the Civil War (John Hopkins University
Press, ), and Nineteenth-Century American Literature and the
Long Civil War (Cambridge University Press, ); the editor of
The New Melville Studies (Cambridge University Press, ); and a
coeditor of Timelines of American Literature (Johns Hopkins
University Press, ). His work has also appeared in journals such
as American Literature, American Literary History, and J, and in
edited volumes such as The New Emily Dickinson Studies and Visions
of Glory: The Civil War in Word and Image. He is the general editor of
Nineteenth-Century American Literature in Transition.

www.cambridge.org/9781108474542
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47454-2 — American Literature in Transition, 1851–1877
Edited by Cody Marrs 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

-  

 

Editor
Cody Marrs, University of Georgia

Nineteenth-Century American Literature in Transition provides an omnibus
account of American literature and its ever-evolving field of study. Emphasizing
the ways in which American literature has been in transition ever since its
founding, this revisionary series examines four phases of American literary history,
focusing on the movements, forms, and media that developed from the late
eighteenth to the early twentieth century. The mutable nature of American
literature is explored throughout these volumes, which consider a diverse and
dynamic set of authors, texts, and methods. Encompassing the full range of
today’s literary scholarship, this series is an essential guide to the study of
nineteenth-century American literature and culture.
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Press, ). His most recent book is Overwhelmed: Literature,
Aesthetics, and the Nineteenth-Century Information Revolution
(Princeton University Press, ).

  is Professor of English at the University of Georgia. He has
written extensively about nineteenth-century American literature. He is
the author of Melville, Beauty, and American Literary Studies (Oxford
University Press, forthcoming), Not Even Past: The Stories We Keep
Telling about the Civil War (Johns Hopkins University Press, ),
and Nineteenth-Century American Literature and the Long Civil War
(Cambridge University Press, ); the editor of The New Melville
Studies (Cambridge University Press, ); and a coeditor of Timelines
of American Literature (Johns Hopkins University Press, ). His
work has also appeared in journals such as American Literature,
American Literary History, and J, and in edited volumes such as The
New Emily Dickinson Studies and Visions of Glory: The Civil War in
Word and Image. He is the general editor of Nineteenth-Century
American Literature in Transition.

  is SUNY Distinguished Professor and Edward
H. Butler Professor of Literature at the University at Buffalo. She has
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Publications on Dickinson include Reading in Time: Dickinson in the
Nineteenth Century (University of Massachusetts Press, ), Emily
Dickinson: A Poet’s Grammar (Harvard University Press, ),
Whitman & Dickinson: A Colloquy, coedited with Éric Athenot
(University of Iowa Press, ), Dickinson in Her Own Time:
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A Biographical Chronicle of Her Life, coedited with Jane Eberwein and
Stephanie Farrar (University of Iowa Press, ), and an edition of the
complete poems, Emily Dickinson’s Poems: As She Preserved Them
(Harvard University Press, ) – which won an MLA Best
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now coediting a new complete letters of Dickinson.

  is Associate Professor of English at Georgia State University.
He is the author of American Poetic Materialism from Whitman to Stevens
(Cambridge University Press, ), a book about writers who use
classical materialism and cutting-edge science to rethink the composi-
tion of the human. His work has also appeared in journals such as
American Literature, J, Nineteenth-Century Literature, and in edited
collections such as American Impersonal. He is currently at work on two
projects: a study of ontology and politics in Thoreau’s Journal and a
literary history of American atheism designed to shed new light on
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  is Professor of English at The Ohio State University.
She is the author of Realist Poetics in American Culture, –
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Books and Manuscript Library.
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Non-Fiction Prize. His work has also appeared in journals such as
Leviathan and the Walt Whitman Quarterly Review and in edited
collections such as The New Whitman Studies, Understanding Marx,
Understanding Modernism, and The Cambridge History of US Working
Class Literature. He is currently editing Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass
for the Oxford Work Classics series and writing a book called The
German-American Renaissance: Another Language/Another America,
–.

  is Senior Lecturer in American Literature at King’s
College London. His first book, Emergent Worlds (NYU Press, ),
explored how literature of the nineteenth century archived worlds that
failed to come into being. In , he edited a special issue of Leviathan
on “Melville’s England/England’s Melville.” His work has also appeared
in journals such as J, American Literature, and Nineteenth-Century
Literature, and in anthologies such as The New Melville Studies and
Neither the Time Nor the Place: New Approaches to Nineteenth-Century
American Literature. He is currently working on a biography of
Moby-Dick.

  is Associate Professor of English at Indiana University.
He is the author of Before Chicano: Citizenship and the Making of
Mexican American Manhood, – (NYU Press, ), a book
about the ways in which Mexican Americans processed cultural inte-
gration into the United States. His work has also appeared in journals
such as American Literature, American Literary History, and ELN, and in
anthologies such as The Latino Nineteenth Century and Recovering the
US Hispanic Literary Heritage. He is currently working on two book-
length projects on Latinx narratives across media.

  is the Frances Spatz Leighton Distinguished Professor of
English at the University of Texas at El Paso and the editor of
Leviathan: A Journal of Melville Studies. He is the author of Reading
Abolition: The Critical Reception of Harriet Beecher Stowe and Frederick
Douglass (Camden House, ), Sacred Uncertainty: Religious
Difference and the Shape of Melville’s Career (Northwestern, ),
Melville’s Mirrors (Camden House, ), and The Romance of the
Holy Land in American Travel Writing, – (Ashgate, ).
He edited The Long Journey (Berghahn, ; with Maria Pia di
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Bella), Above the American Renaissance (University of Massachusetts
Press, ; with Harold K. Bush), and Visionary of the Word:
Melville and Religion (Northwestern University Press, ; with
Jonathan A. Cook), the Broadview editions of Benito Cereno ()
and The Piazza Tales (), and Salem Press Critical Insights
collections on The Scarlet Letter () and Billy Budd, Sailor ().
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Series Preface

In the past few decades, as American literary studies has changed and
evolved, the long nineteenth century has proven to be a crucial pivot point.
Nineteenth-Century American Literature in Transition captures the dyna-
mism of both this critical moment and the historical period it engages.
Emphasizing the ways in which American literature has remained in
transition ever since its founding, these four volumes comprise a significant
act of literary-historical revisionism. As suggested by the overlapping dates
(i.e., –, –, –, –), these volumes
challenge traditional ways of periodizing literature. This series argues for
the contingency and provisionality of literary history in general and of
nineteenth-century American literary history in particular. The transitional
and mutable nature of American literature is explored throughout these
volumes, which address a wide range of topics, methods, and areas of
interest, and examine the myriad forms, movements, and media that
developed across this era. By drawing together leading and emerging
scholars and encompassing the full range of today’s American literary
scholarship, this series provides an omnibus account of nineteenth-century
American literature as well as its ever-evolving field of study.
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