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THE NEW PYNCHON STUDIES

This book captures a cross section of the most significant recent
developments in criticism on one of the most challenging authors
of our time. It brings together essays by a new generation of Pynchon
critics alongside some more established names in the field, building
on and moving beyond existing critical paradigms in the study of
Pynchon’s work. In a critical landscape in which the postmodernism
of Pynchon’s earlier novels has been thoroughly established, this
collection presents fresh analytical methodologies and new perspec-
tives on Pynchon’s fiction informed by the more expansive, globa-
lized, and politicized network models that undergird recent advances
in American literary theory and criticism. The New Pynchon Studies
illustrates how Pynchon’s later novels, Against the Day, Inherent Vice,
and Bleeding Edge, demand a reorientation of our approach to his
entire oeuvre and enables readers to trace lines of continuity and
development in his writing from V. to the present day.

joanna freer is Lecturer in American Literature at the University
of Exeter. Her research approaches the work of Thomas Pynchon
from a variety of political angles. Her recent publications include an
essay collection coedited with Ali Chetwynd and Georgios Maragos,
Thomas Pynchon, Sex, and Gender (2018), an article entitled
“Decolonizing America: Native Americans in Thomas Pynchon’s
Mason & Dixon” (2018), and the monograph Thomas Pynchon and
American Counterculture (Cambridge University Press, 2014). A spe-
cial issue of Textual Practice, coedited with Doug Haynes and addres-
sing Pynchon’s engagement with economics, is forthcoming.
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twenty-first-century critical revisions

This series addresses two main themes across a range of key authors, genres, and
literary traditions. The first is the changing critical interpretations that have
emerged since c. 2000. Radically new interpretations of writers, genres, and
literary periods have emerged from the application of new critical approaches.
Substantial scholarly shifts have occurred too, through the emergence of new
editions, editions of letters, and competing biographical accounts. Books in this
series collate and reflect this rich plurality of twenty-first-century literary critical
energies and wide varieties of revisionary scholarship to summarize, analyze, and
assess the impact of contemporary critical strategies. Designed to offer critical
pathways and evaluations, and to establish new critical routes for research, this
series collates and explains a dizzying array of criticism and scholarship in key areas
of twenty-first-century literary studies.

Forthcoming books in this series

Michelle Kohler The New Emily Dickinson Studies

Matt Cohen The New Walt Whitman Studies

Mark Byron The New Ezra Pound Studies

Victoria Aarons The New Jewish American Literary Studies

Jennifer Haytock & Laura Rattray The New Edith Wharton Studies

Kirk Curnutt & Suzanne Del Gizzo The New Hemingway Studies

Douglas Mao The New Modernist Studies
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Note on the Texts

Parenthetical citations in this volume refer to the following first editions of
Pynchon texts, using the abbreviations given where necessary for
disambiguation:

V. (Lippincott, 1963) • 492 pp V.
The Crying of Lot 49 (Lippincott, 1966) • 183 pp CL49
Gravity’s Rainbow (Viking, 1973) • 760 pp GR
Slow Learner (Little, Brown, 1984) • 193 pp SL
Vineland (Little, Brown, 1990) • 385 pp VL
Mason & Dixon (Henry Holt, 1997) • 773 pp MD
Against the Day (Penguin, 2006) • 1,085 pp AD
Inherent Vice (Penguin, 2009) • 369 pp IV
Bleeding Edge (Penguin, 2013) • 477 pp BE

vii
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Notes on Contributors

tore rye andersen is Associate Professor of Comparative Literature at
Aarhus University, director of the Center for Literature Between Media
and editor of the literary journal Passage. He is the author of Den nye
amerikanske roman/The New American Novel (Aarhus University Press,
2011), and he has published a number of articles on American and British
fiction and on the materiality of literature in journals such as Narrative,
Critique, English Studies and Convergence.

hanjo berressem teaches American Literature at the University of
Cologne. He is the author of numerous articles on Thomas Pynchon,
of Pynchon’s Poetics: Interfacing Theory and Text (University of Illinois
Press, 1993), as well as coeditor of a special number of Pynchon Notes:
“Site-Specific: From Aachen to Zwölfkinder – Pynchon|Germany”
(2008). His book Eigenvalue: On the Gradual Contraction of Media in
Movement | Contemplating Media in Art [Sound | Image | Sense] was
published in 2018 with Bloomsbury. Two further books, Félix Guattari’s
Schizoanalytic Cartography and Gilles Deleuze’s Luminous Philosophy will
be published with Edinburgh University Press in 2019.

ali chetwynd is Assistant Professor and Chair of the English
Department at the American University of Iraq, Sulaimani. He works
on the constructive argumentative capacities of antimimetic fiction
usually taken to be intrinsically anti-rational. He coedited Thomas
Pynchon, Sex, and Gender (University of Georgia Press, 2018), while
his work on Pynchon, William Gaddis, Ben Jonson and the relationship
between non-realist fiction and philosophy has appeared or is forth-
coming in College Literature, English Studies, Orbit: A Journal of
American Literature, Textual Practice, and other venues. He also edits
the book reviews at Orbit.
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ralph clare is Associate Professor of English at Boise State University,
specializing in post-1945 American literature. He is the author of Fictions
Inc.: The Corporation in Postmodern Fiction, Film, and Popular Culture
(Rutgers University Press, 2014) and the editor of The Cambridge
Companion to David Foster Wallace (Cambridge University Press,
2018). His latest book project, Metaffective Fiction: Structuring Feeling
in Contemporary American Literature, explores the role of emotion and
affect in post-postmodern fiction and the neoliberal era in works by
David Foster Wallace, Salvador Plascencia, Sheila Heti, Dave Eggers
and Ben Lerner, among others.

christopher k. coffman is Senior Lecturer in Humanities at Boston
University. He is the author of Rewriting Early America: The Prenational
Past in Postmodern Literature (Rowman& Littlefield, 2018) and coeditor
ofWilliam T. Vollmann: A Critical Companion (Rowman & Littlefield,
2014), Framing Films: Critical Perspectives on Film History (Kendall/
Hunt, 2009), and a forthcoming special issue of Textual Practice on
the topic of “American Fiction after Postmodernism.”

martin paul eve is Professor of Literature, Technology and Publishing
at Birkbeck, University of London. He holds a PhD from the University
of Sussex and is the author of five monographs, the most recent of which
is Close Reading with Computers (2019) with Stanford University Press.
For his higher education policy work, Martin was named as one of the
Guardian’s five finalists for higher education’s most inspiring leader in
2017 and in 2018 he was awarded the KU Leuven Medal of Honour in
the Humanities and Social Sciences.

joanna freer is Lecturer in American Literature at the University of
Exeter. She is the author of Thomas Pynchon and American
Counterculture (Cambridge University Press, 2014), and coeditor of
Thomas Pynchon, Sex, and Gender (University of Georgia Press, 2018)
and a “Pynchonomics” special issue of Textual Practice, forthcoming in
2019. She is also a member of the editorial board for Orbit: A Journal of
American Literature.

luc herman teaches narrative theory and American literature at the
University of Antwerp. He is the author of Concepts of Realism
(Camden House, 1996); coauthor of Handbook of Narrative Analysis
(University of Nebraska Press, 2005; second edition forthcoming 2019)
and of Gravity’s Rainbow, Domination, and Freedom (University of
Georgia Press, 2013); and coeditor of The Cambridge Companion to
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Thomas Pynchon (Cambridge University Press, 2012). His essays have
appeared in a variety of journals, including Poetics Today, Narrative,
Style, Mosaic, Arcadia, Critique, and Contemporary Literature.

sue j. kim is Professor of English and Co-Director of the Center for Asian
American Studies at the University of Massachusetts Lowell. She is the
author of On Anger: Race, Cognition, Narrative (University of Texas
Press, 2013) and Critiquing Postmodernism in Contemporary Discourses of
Race (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), and coedited Rethinking Empathy
Through Literature (Routledge, 2014). She has served on the
Association for Asian American Studies Board of Directors and the
Executive Committee of the International Society for the Study of
Narrative.

katie muth is Teaching Fellow in American Literature at Durham
University. Her research interests include Cold War studies, African
American literatures, world literatures and digital humanities. She is
currently completing a monograph titled Day Jobs: Postwar American
Fiction and Work and has published on French theory in American
experimentalism, on Thomas Pynchon’s technical writing and other
nonfiction, on mid-century television and on digital methods in literary
analysis.

michael o’bryan is a Lecturer in the English Department at
Washington University in St. Louis, where he teaches courses in poli-
tical rhetoric and twentieth-century American literature. His articles on
Thomas Pynchon have appeared in Twentieth-Century Literature and
other journals. His work applies historicist methods to avant-garde and
postmodern literary works in order to uncover engaged and specific
political purpose from works too-long considered apolitical.

sascha pöhlmann is Professor of North American Literature and
Culture at the University of Konstanz, Germany. He is the author of
Pynchon’s Postnational Imagination (Winter Verlag, 2010) and the editor
of Against the Grain: Reading Pynchon’s Counternarratives (Rodopi,
2010). He is one of the coeditors of the open access e-journal Orbit: A
Journal of American Literature, and has published essays on Pynchon’s
works in relation to Wittgenstein, money, canonicity and clothing,
among other things.

pieter vermeulen is Assistant Professor of American and Comparative
Literature at the University of Leuven, Belgium. He is the author of
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Geoffrey Hartman: Romanticism After the Holocaust (Continuum, 2010)
and Contemporary Literature and the End of the Novel: Creature, Affect,
Form (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015), and a coeditor of, most recently,
Institutions of World Literature: Writing, Translation, Markets
(Routledge, 2015) and Memory Unbound: Tracing the Dynamics of
Memory Studies (Berghahn, 2017). He is currently writing a book for
Routledge’s Literature and Contemporary Thought Series entitled
Literature and the Anthropocene.
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