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Preface

The theme of Studies in Church History 54 is “The Church and Em-
pire’. This volume presents a selection of peer-reviewed articles de-
rived from the wide variety of communications offered to the Eccle-
siastical History Society’s Summer Conference and Winter Meeting
2016-17. These meetings took place under the presidency of Stewart
J. Brown at the University of Edinburgh in July 2016 and at Magda-
lene College, Cambridge, in January 2017.

We thank Professor Brown for suggesting the theme, “The Church
and Empire’, which proved thought-provoking and stimulating, at-
tracting record numbers of participants and communications. We
would also like to thank him for his leadership of the society as pres-
ident for 2016-17. Without those who prepared and presented pa-
pers, chaired sessions, participated in discussions and offered their
time and expertise as peer reviewers, neither the conferences nor this
volume would have been possible. We are grateful to them all. Dr
Tim Grass has once again provided unstinting support in the edito-
rial process: we thank him for all his work on this volume, and on
so many other aspects of the society’s business, and the Ecclesiastical
History Society for funding his post.

The Summer Conference and Winter Meeting were successfully
organized by the society’s outgoing conference secretary, Professor
Michael Walsh, and his successor, Dr David Hart, supported by the
conference teams at the University of Edinburgh and Magdalene Col-
lege, Cambridge. They worked together with the society’s secretary,
Dr Gareth Atkins, to whom we are particularly grateful for arranging
the Winter Meeting venue.

The Ecclesiastical History Society supports two prizes for essays
accepted for publication in Studies in Church History. The Kennedy
Prize, for the best essay by a postgraduate student, has this year been
awarded to Emily Turner for her article, ‘Claiming the Land: The
Church Missionary Society and Architecture in the Arctic’. The
President’s Prize, for the best article by an early career scholar, is
being presented for the first time. It has been won by Dr Conor
O’Brien, for his article, ‘Empire, Ethnic Election and Exegesis in the

ix
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Opus Caroli (Libri Carolini)’. We extend our congratulations to them
both.

Charlotte Methuen
University of Glasgow

Andrew Spicer
Oxford Brookes University
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