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From the publication of the ûrst volumes in 1984 the General Editor of the New Cambridge

Shakespeare was Philip Brockbank and the Associate General Editors were Brian Gibbons and

Robin Hood. From 1990 to 1994 the General Editor was Brian Gibbons and the Associate

General Editors were A. R. Braunmuller and Robin Hood.

ROMEO AND JULIET

For this updated critical edition ofRomeo and Juliet, Hester Lees-Jeffries has written a completely

new Introduction. It draws on recent research in theatre to set Romeo and Juliet in its mid-1590s

context, making connections with other plays by Shakespeare and other literature of the period, as

well as with the social and cultural contexts of the day, with discussions of London and Italy;

dancing and duelling; marriage, gender and sexuality. It includes detailed discussion of the play in

performance from the Restoration to the present day, with a particular focus on ûlm (including

global cinema), music and dance, and also explores other adaptations and afterlives, including

young-adult ûction. The edition retains the commentary and Textual Analysis of the previous

editor, G. Blakemore Evans; the Textual Analysis is prefaced with a short note contextualising its

conclusions in the light of more recent research.
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

It is a privilege to have written a completely new Introduction to this edition of Romeo

and Juliet, ûrst published in 1984, which retains the text, commentary and Textual

Analysis prepared by G. Blakemore Evans (1912–2005), and I’m grateful for Brian

Gibbons’s suggestion that I do so. This is a play that I love. My Introduction is

informed by nearly twenty years of teaching Shakespeare’s plays to university stu-

dents, and by the knowledge that Romeo and Juliet is one of the most popular plays

taught in secondary schools. I have particularly tried to bring together material which

might pique the interest of students and teachers, as well as seeing this as an

opportunity to make accessible to them recent research into the early modern theatre.

I have largely resisted unpicking the minutiae of sources, readily available in

Blakemore Evans’s Commentary (which is almost entirely unchanged), instead aiming

to set the play more generally in the context of literary and theatrical culture in the

mid-1590s, and in that of early modern London. While the theatre performance

history here is enormously selective and almost entirely English, I have welcomed

the opportunity to write a little about global cinema and non-English adaptations and

appropriations. I have written a short introduction to Blakemore Evans’s Textual

Analysis, framing it with some of the developments in textual scholarship since the

1980s, and have supplied a new Reading List. I’m aware that my work supersedes

and so obscures the additions that Thomas Moisan (1948–2006) made to the

Introduction and Reading List in 2003, from which I learned a great deal.

Almost all my preparation and much of the writing were undertaken during the

coronavirus pandemic of 2020–1, which severely restricted library access. I could not

have done this work without the myriad contributions of Shakespeare Twitter – too

many names to include here (or, mostly, in footnotes). Claire Bourne and Jason Scott-

Warren shared their unpublished work on Milton’s 1623 folio; José Ramón Díaz

Fernández, his ûlm bibliography; and Holger Schott Syme, insights into repertory

and personnel. Kim F. Hall pointed me to the Martin Luther King eulogy (p. 37).

Saskia Baylis found the anonymous ‘review’ in the Shaftesbury Theatre archive (p.

51). David Jays advised on dance; Mary Simuyandi helped me to compile the

resources on p. 80. Heather Knight shared unpublished archaeological reports on

the Theatre and the Curtain. Jenna Omeltschenko at the National Theatre sent me the

‘education pack’ prepared for the 2021 NT ûlm (pp. 77–9), including the shooting

script; it was a delight to have discussed the planned theatre production with Emily

Burns before everything changed. In 2018, I wrote a daily blog aboutRomeo and Juliet,

my ûrst #SlowShakespeare; I hugely value and enjoy my ongoing engagement with

teachers through that and my subsequent #SlowShakespeare blogs.
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Pascale Aebischer, Ned Allen, Sophie Duncan, Caroline Gonda, Peter Holland,

Veronica Horwell, Peter Kirwan, Laurie Maguire, Esther Osorio Whewell, Julie

Sanders and Emma Smith are some of the people who have particularly kept me

going, as have my friends, colleagues and (especially) students in the Cambridge

Faculty of English and at St Catharine’s College. Helen Cooper heroically read

a (much) longer version of the Introduction, and was kind, wise and encouraging.

Emily Hockley and, latterly, George Laver and Bethany Johnson at Cambridge

University Press have been practical, encouraging, and very, very patient; Leigh

Mueller was a model copy-editor. My friends sustain me, especially Ally Barrett,

Miranda Grifûn, Jane Grogan, Nicole Moreham, Sophie Read and Angus Vine, as do

my family in New Zealand. This work is for my beloved mother, Sarah, a brilliant

teacher and reader, my most enduring theatre companion.

Romeo and Juliet x

www.cambridge.org/9781108473514
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47351-4 — Romeo and Juliet
William Shakespeare, Introduction by Hester Lees-Jeffries, Edited by G. Blakemore Evans
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

Anyone who undertakes to edit Romeo and Juliet today owes a heavy debt to the whole

editorial tradition, both textual and critical, especially to the work of Theobald, Capell,

W. A. Wright, Dowden, Kittredge, Dover Wilson, G. I. Duthie, Richard Hosley and

George W. Williams. I have tried as fully as possible to acknowledge this debt. But

I must add a particular word of thanks to Professor Brian Gibbons, an Associate

General Editor of this series, whose ownArden edition ofRomeo and Juliet appeared in

1980, shortly after my work was under way, and to Professor Philip Brockbank, the

General Editor. Their example and careful criticism, as well as their patience, though

sorely tried, have been a source of great comfort and support.

I am, of course, deeply indebted to other friends and colleagues – to DrMarie Edel,

Professors John Klause, Richard Marius, Charles Shattuck and John H. Smith, all of

whom read substantial parts of the manuscript and offeredmuch helpful criticism, and

to Professors Henry Hatûeld, Albert Lord, Harry Levin, Marvin Spevack, Donald

Stone and John Tobin, each of whom assisted me with information when I most

needed it. My special thanks must also go to Miss Anne Macaulay, my secretary, and

to my former student, Dr Kevin Cope, who checked the text and textual collations.

The Houghton Library and the Harvard Theatre Collection have been unfailingly

helpful and have generously granted me permission to draw on some of their riches for

most of the photographic illustrations. I am particularly grateful to Dr Jeanne Newlin,

Curator of the Theatre Collection, and Miss Sandra LaFleur for their aid in assem-

bling these illustrations. I also wish to thank Miss Sarah Stanton, Mr Michael Black,

and, especially, Mr Paul Chipchase of the Cambridge University Press for their

continual good ofûces in wrestling with a large and intractable manuscript and

reducing it to something resembling form and substance. Some welcome ûnancial

aid was granted to me by the Harvard Graduate Society and the Hyder E. Rollins

Memorial Fund.

Finally, as always, my deepest debt, and most lasting, is to my wife, whose support

and companionship continue to be a ‘bounty as boundless as the sea’.

G.B.E.

Harvard University
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ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

1. Shakespeare’s Plays

All quotations from Shakespeare’s plays in the Introduction are from the New Cambridge

Shakespeare; quotations and line references to plays other than Romeo and Juliet in the

commentary are to G. Blakemore Evans (ed.), The Riverside Shakespeare, 1974.

Ado Much Ado about Nothing

Ant. Antony and Cleopatra

AWW All’s Well That Ends Well

AYLI As You Like It

Cor. Coriolanus

Cym. Cymbeline

Err. The Comedy of Errors
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H8 King Henry the Eighth

JC Julius Caesar

John King John

LLL Love’s Labour’s Lost
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Mac. Macbeth

MM Measure for Measure

MND A Midsummer Night’s Dream

MV The Merchant of Venice

Oth. Othello

Per. Pericles

R2 King Richard the Second

R3 King Richard the Third

Rom. Romeo and Juliet

Shr. The Taming of the Shrew

STM Sir Thomas More

Temp. The Tempest

TGV The Two Gentlemen of Verona

Tim. Timon of Athens

Tit. Titus Andronicus

TN Twelfth Night

TNK The Two Noble Kinsmen

Tro. Troilus and Cressida
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GS Great Shakespeareans, ed. Peter Holland and Adrian Poole, 18

vols., 2010–15

Hazlitt W. C. Hazlitt, see Cam.2

Heath Benjamin Heath, Revisal of Shakespeare’s Text, 1765

Hoppe H. R. Hoppe, The Bad Quarto of ‘Romeo and Juliet’, 1948

Jackson Zachary Jackson, see Cam.2

JEGP Journal of English and Germanic Philology

Jonson Ben Jonson,Works, ed. C. H. Herford and Percy Simpson, i i vols.,

1925–52
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Kellner Leon Kellner, Restoring Shakespeare, 1925

Kermode Frank Kermode, see Riverside

Kinnear B. G. Kinnear, Cruces Shakespearianae, 1883

KJ King James translation of the Bible (1611)

Kyd Thomas Kyd, Works, ed. F. S. Boas, 1901

Lettsom W. N. Lettsom, see Cam.2

Lyly John Lyly, Works, ed. R. W. Bond, 3 vols., 1902

Mahood M. M. Mahood, Shakespeare’s Wordplay, 1957

Marlowe Christopher Marlowe, Works, ed. Fredson Bowers, 2 vols., 1973

Mason J. Monk Mason, Comments on . . . Shakespeare’s Plays, rev. edn,

1807

Mitford John Mitford, see Cam.2

MLN Modern Language Notes

MLR Modern Language Review

Montemayor Jorge de Montemayor, Diana, trans. Bartholomew Yong (1598),

ed. J. M. Kennedy, 1968

MP Modern Philology

MSR Malone Society Reprints

Muir Kenneth Muir, The Sources of Shakespeare’s Plays, rev. edn, 1977

Nares Robert Nares, A Glossary . . . of Words, ed. J. O. Halliwell and

Thomas Wright, 2 vols., 1882

Nashe Thomas Nashe,Works, ed. R. B.McKerrow, 5 vols., 1904–10, rev.

F. P. Wilson, 1958

N&Q Notes and Queries

ODNB Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

OED Oxford English Dictionary

Otway Thomas Otway, Caius Marius (1680), in Works, ed. J. C. Gosh, 2

vols., 1932

Painter William Painter, ‘Rhomeo and Julietta’, ed. P. A. Daniel, 1875

Partridge Eric Partridge, Shakespeare’s Bawdy, rev. edn, 1968

PBSA Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America

PMLA Publications of the Modern Language Association of America

PQ Philological Quarterly

RES Review of English Studies

Ritson Joseph Ritson, Remarks, Critical and Illustrative . . . on the Last

Edition of Shakespeare, 1778

SB Studies in Bibliography

Schmidt Alexander Schmidt, Shakespeare-Lexicon, rev. Gregor Sarrazin, 2

vols., 1902

sd stage direction

Seymour E. H. Seymour, Remarks . . . upon the Plays of Shakespeare, i i, 1805

sh speech heading

Shirley James Shirley, Works, ed. Alexander Dyce, 6 vols., 1833

Sidney Philip Sidney, Poems, ed. W. A. Ringler, 1962

Singer MSS. S. W. Singer, see Cam.2

Sisson, New Readings C. J. Sisson, New Readings in Shakespeare, i i, 1956

Smith C. G. Smith, Shakespeare’s Proverb Lore, 1963

SP Studies in Philology

Spenser Edmund Spenser,Works (Variorum), ed. Edwin Greenlaw et al., 8

vols. 1932–49
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SQ Shakespeare Quarterly

S.St. Shakespeare Studies

S.Sur. Shakespeare Survey

subst. substantively

Tilley M. P. Tilley, A Dictionary of the Proverbs in England in the

Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, 1950 (references are to num-

bered proverbs)

Tyrwhitt Thomas Tyrwhitt, Observations and Conjectures upon Some

Passages of Shakespeare, 1766

Upton John Upton, Critical Observations on Shakespeare, 1746

Vickers William Shakespeare: The Critical Heritage, ed. Brian Vickers, 6

vols., 1974–81

Walker Alice Walker, see NS

Walker, W. S.Walker,Critical Examination of the Text of Shakespeare, i i i, 1860

Critical Examination

Webster John Webster, Works, ed. F. L. Lucas, 4 vols., 1928

Wilson Dover Wilson, see NS
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