Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-47317-0 — Henry James and the Writing of Transport
Alicia Rix

Frontmatter

More Information

HENRY JAMES AND THE WRITING
OF TRANSPORT

Few studies of Henry James and travel attend to the act of travelling
itself: a formative experience for the author and for his invariably
itinerant characters. This book explores the relationship between
transport and representation in James’s later fiction, examining the
ineluctable significance of moving and being moved. Each chapter
adopts a particular vehicle: ship, cab, train, motor car, and bicycle,
showing how James makes use of the cyclist’s embroilment in media
culture, the ocean-traveller’s fascination with record, or the cabby’s
superior knowledge of geographical and sexual relations. Drawing on
contemporary newspapers, fiction, and guidebooks, Henry James and
the Writing of Transport demonstrates how transport not only is
contextually crucial to James’s fictions but inheres in his style and
logic. In particular, it argues, transport ministers to James’s complex
preoccupation with relationality, a quality that ranges from the
intense subjectivity of his fictional worlds to their series of
transatlantic encounters.

ALICIA RIX has published in The Henry James Review, Critical
Quarterly, Symbiosis, and The Journal of Modern Literature, and
appeared on BBCy4’s ‘Literary Landscape: The Coast’. She also regu-
larly reviews for The Times Literary Supplement.
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Note on Texts and Abbreviations

Transport is particularly sensitive to historical change, and James’s works
often exist as multiple texts: first serialized for magazines, then later revised
as books (sometimes with variants introduced between their English and
American publications), as well as in many cases substantially revised again
for inclusion in the New York Edition (1907—9). So as to offer a fuller sense
of James’s appreciation of developments in modes of travel, as well as to
connect my discussion of a given work with its context more precisely,
I have opted to refer to the earliest reliable text, as opposed to the last
lifetime edition. In the case of James’s fiction, this is usually the first
English book text, whereas I have considered it appropriate to refer to
the magazine texts of his travel essays. These inevitably date changes in
transport more rapidly, as well as variously, with certain technologies of
travel arriving or supplanting others in different places and at
different times.

Where I engage with historically different texts of a given work in order
to demonstrate James’s awareness of certain changes in transport, I have
made this clear in my commentary. Where I have added emphases to a
quotation, this is indicated (all other emphases are James’s own).

For most of the works that I discuss in detail, I have been able to avail
myself of the magnificent (ongoing) Cambridge Edition of 7he Complete
Fiction of Henry James (2015-), which prints the first book texts, and
which provides comprehensive textual histories and lists of variants. Where
this has not been possible, I have relied upon the excellent Library of
America series of the Complete Stories (1996—9), which likewise prints the
first book texts, or upon first editions.

The abbreviations listed below refer to frequently cited works.

AA The Awkward Age (London: Heinemann, 1899)
AS The American Scene (London: Chapman and Hall, 1907)
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