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What Justices Want

The most sophisticated theories of judicial behavior depict judges as
rational actors who strategically pursue multiple goals when making
decisions. However, these accounts tend to disregard the possibility
that judges have heterogeneous goal preferences — that is, that different
judges want different things. Integrating insights from personality
psychology and economics, this book proposes a new theory of judicial
behavior in which judges strategically pursue multiple goals, but their
personality traits determine the relative importance of those goals. This
theory is tested by analyzing the behavior of justices who served on the
US Supreme Court between 1946 and 2015. Using recent advances in
text-based personality measurement, Matthew E. K. Hall evaluates
the influence of the “Big Five” personality traits on the justices’
behavior during each stage of the Court’s decision-making process.
What Justices Want shows that personality traits directly affect the
justices’ choices and moderate the influence of goal-related situational
factors on justices’ behavior.

Matthew E. K. Hall is Associate Professor of Political Science and Law
at the University of Notre Dame. He specializes in American politi-
cal institutions with an emphasis on judicial behavior, elite personality,
and policy implementation. His book The Nature of Supreme Court
Power (Cambridge University Press, 2011) won the C. Herman Pritchett
Award for Best Book on Law and Courts from the American Political
Science Association.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108472746
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47274-6 — What Justices Want
Matthew E. K. Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108472746
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47274-6 — What Justices Want
Matthew E. K. Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

What Justices Want

Goals and Personality on the US Supreme Court

MATTHEW E. K. HALL
University of Notre Dame

‘2 CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108472746
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47274-6 — What Justices Want
Matthew E. K. Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi - 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108472746
DOI: 10.1017/9781108621410

© Matthew E. K. Hall 2018

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2018
Printed in the United States of America by Sheridan Books, Inc.
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
NAMES: Hall, Matthew Eric Kane, author.

TITLE: What justices want : goals and personality on the U.S. Supreme Court /
Matthew E.K. Hall, University of Notre Dame, Indiana.
DESCRIPTION: Cambridge [UK] ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, [2018]
IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2018010098| ISBN 9781108472746 (hardback) |
ISBN 9781108462907 (pbk.)

SUBJECTS: LcsH: United States. Supreme Court-Officials and employees. |
Judges—Selection and appointment—United States.
CLASSIFICATION: LCC KF8748 .H357 2018 | DDC 347.73/2634—dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2018010098

ISBN 978-1-108-47274-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-46290-7 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108472746
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47274-6 — What Justices Want
Matthew E. K. Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

To Brittany
who always judges my extraverted and neurotic behavior
with openness, conscientiousness,

and sometimes even agreeableness
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