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The Cambridge Companion to

Pufendorf

In the same intellectual league as Grotius, Hobbes and Locke, but today

less well known, Samuel Pufendorf was an early modern master of

political, juridical, historical and theological thought. Trained in an

erudite humanism, he brought his copious command of ancient and

modern literature to bear on precisely honed arguments designed to

engage directly with contemporary political and religious problems.

Through his fundamental reconstruction of the discipline of natural

law, Pufendorf offered a new rationale for the sovereign territorial

state, providing it with non-religious foundations in order to fit it for

governance of multi-religious societies and to protect his own

Protestant faith. He also drew on his humanist learning to write

important political histories, a significant lay theology and vivid

polemics against his many opponents. This volume makes the full

scope of his thought and writing accessible to English readers for the

first time.

Knud Haakonssen has studied the diaspora of modern natural law, its

adaptation as moral philosophy and its academic institutionalization

in various European contexts. See Natural Law and Moral Philosophy
(1996), ‘German natural law’ (2006), Thomas Reid on Practical Ethics
(2007), ‘Holberg’s Law of Nature and Nations’ (2017), (co-ed.) Francis

Hutcheson, A System of Moral Philosophy (2023), (ed.) Pufendorf, The
Law of Nature and Nations (forthcoming).

Ian Hunter is well known as an exponent and defender of contextualist

intellectual history. He has intervened decisively in debates over the

history of natural law (Rival Enlightenments, 2001), secularization
(‘Secularization: The birth of a modern combat concept’, Modern
Intellectual History, 12, 1, 2015), historiography (‘The contest over

context in intellectual history’, History and Theory, 2019) and the role

of ‘theory’ in the modern humanities (‘The history of theory’, Critical
Inquiry, 33, 1, 2006).
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Cambridge Companions to Law

Cambridge Companions to Law offers thought-provoking introductions to

different legal disciplines, invaluable to both the student and the scholar.

Edited by world-leading academics, each offers a collection of essays

which both map out the subject and allow the reader to delve deeper.

Critical and enlightening, the Companions library represents legal

scholarship at its best.

The Cambridge Companion to European Union Private Law

Edited by Christian Twigg-Flesner

The Cambridge Companion to International Law

Edited by James Crawford and Martti Koskenniemi

The Cambridge Companion to Comparative Law

Edited by Mauro Bussani and Ugo Mattei

The Cambridge Companion to Human Rights Law

Edited by Conor Gearty and Costas Douzinas

The Cambridge Companion to Public Law

Edited by Mark Elliott and David Feldman
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Edited by William A. Schabas

The Cambridge Companion to Natural Law Jurisprudence

Edited by George Duke and Robert P. George

The Cambridge Companion to Comparative Family Law

Edited by Shazia Choudhry and Jonathan Herring

The Cambridge Companion to Comparative Constitutional Law

Edited by Roger Masterman and Robert Schütze

The Cambridge Companion to the First Amendment and Religious Liberty

Edited by Michael D. Breidenbach and Owen Anderson

The Cambridge Companion to the Philosophy of Law

Edited by John Tasioulas
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Edited by Randall Lesaffer and Janne E. Nijman

The Cambridge Companion to International Arbitration

Edited by Chin Leng Lim
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Edited by Ilias Bantekas and Michael Stein
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References to and quotations from Pufendorf’s Latin or German texts use

the new Gesammelte Werke, gen. ed. W. Schmidt-Biggemann (Berlin,

1995–) (GW), wherever possible.

Where a cited work uses book, chapter and section divisions, then

references cite them in that order, followed by the page numbers.

Full bibliographical details of Pufendorf’s works are provided in the

Bibliography. His most extensively used works are cited using the following

abbreviated titles:

Divine Feudal Law The Divine Feudal Law: Or, Covenants with

Mankind, Represented, trans. Theophilus

Dorrington [1695], ed. Simone Zurbuchen.

Indianapolis, IN, 2002.

Duty of Man The Duty of Man and Citizen, ed. James Tully,

trans. Michael Silverthorne. Cambridge, 1995.

Elements Two Books of the Elements of Universal

Jurisprudence, ed. Thomas Behme, trans.

WilliamAbbott Oldfather, rev. Thomas Behme.

Indianapolis, IN, 2009.
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über das Naturrecht, ed. Fiammetta Palladini.

Berlin, 2002 (GW5).
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Biggemann. Berlin, 1996–.

History of Europe An Introduction to the History of the Principal

Kingdoms and States of Europe, trans. Jodocus

Crull [1695], ed. Michael J. Seidler.

Indianapolis, IN, 2013.

Law of Nature Of the Law of Nature and Nations, Eight Books,

2 vols., ed. and trans. C. H. Oldfather and
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Translation, ed. and trans. Michael J. Seidler.
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