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In this commentary to ö–÷ Samuel, Marvin A. Sweeney focuses on the
qualities of leadership displayed by the major characters of the book. He
reads ö–÷ Samuel in relation to Machiavelli’s The Prince and Sun Tzu’s The
Art of War, which provide a comparative evaluation of the qualities of
leadership displayed by Eli, Samuel, Saul, David, Ish-Bosheth, Abner,
Abshalom, Joab, and others. Additionally, Sweeney provides an analysis
of the synchronic, literary structure of Samuel, as well as a new theory
regarding its composition. He also re-evaluates the role of ÷ Samuel ÷ö–÷÷
within the synchronic literary structure of the book, arguing that the so-
called Succession Narrative in ÷ Samuel þ–÷÷ is a northern Israelite
composition that stands as a component of the Jehu Dynastic History.
Highlighting the geography and cities of the land of Israel, Sweeney’s
commentary enables readers to understand the role that the land of
Israel plays in the narrative of the book of Samuel.

Marvin A. Sweeney is Professor of Hebrew Bible at the Claremont School
of Theology, California. He is the author of some seventeen volumes in the
ûelds of Hebrew Bible and Jewish Studies, such as Jewish Mysticism (÷÷÷÷);
The Pentateuch (÷÷öþ); Reading the Hebrew Bible after the Shoah (÷÷÷ÿ);
King Josiah of Judah (÷÷÷ö); and commentaries on Kings (OTL, ÷÷÷þ); Isaiah
ö–öþ (FOTL, öþþÿ); Isaiah ÷÷–ÿÿ (FOTL, ÷÷öÿ); Jeremiah (Illuminations,
÷ vols., in press); Ezekiel (ROT, ÷÷öö); the Twelve Prophets (BO, ÷ vols.,
÷÷÷÷); and Zephaniah (Hermeneia, ÷÷÷ö).
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Preface

My interest in ö–÷ Samuel goes back to my undergraduate years at the
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, öþþö–öþþþ, where I was a double
major in Political Science, with concentrations in US Constitutional Law
and International Relations, and Religious Studies, with concentrations in
Hebrew Bible, Judaism and Jewish Thought, and Asian Religions. I am
especially indebted to my undergraduate advisor in Religious Studies,
Professor David L. Petersen, who did much to introduce me to the ûeld of
Hebrew Bible studies and who supervised my öþþ÷ undergraduate thesis on
the origins of Davidic Kingship, which enabled me to develop my interests
in political science and Hebrew Bible studies. His ongoing friendship and
mentorship have been special blessings throughout my career.
I would also like to acknowledge two other mentors who enabled me to

develop my interests in Judean kingship and ö–÷ Samuel. Professor
Thomas W. Mann, my de facto advisor as a special, non-degree student
at the Princeton Theological Seminary, taught a course on Religion and
Politics in Ancient Israel in the Spring öþþÿ semester that greatly stimu-
lated my interest in this area. Professor Antony F. Campbell SJ, z’l, taught a
course on ö–÷ Samuel while on leave at the Claremont School of Theology
in the Spring öþþþ semester that played a key role in deepening my
knowledge of ö–÷ Samuel and the Deuteronomistic History in the context
of my Ph.D. studies. His ongoing friendship was another special blessing
throughout the rest of his life during my tenure as a Professor at
Claremont School of Theology. His memory is a blessing.
I am also grateful to Professor Bill T. Arnold, Hebrew Bible Editor

for the New Cambridge Bible Commentary series, and Beatrice Rehl,
Publisher, Religious Studies at Cambridge University Press, for their invi-
tation to contribute the volume on Samuel to the series and their guidance
in its production. I am honored to follow Professor Peter R. Ackroyd, z”l,
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author of the earlier Cambridge Bible Commentary on ö and ÷ Samuel,
from whose work in Samuel, Isaiah, and other areas I have learned
immensely throughout my career. I am indebted to copyeditor Robert
Holden, who saved me from many mistakes. Any remaining are my own
responsibility. I am grateful to my Research Associate, Mr. Hyunghee Kim,
Ph.D. Student in Hebrew Bible at the Claremont School of Theology, for
preparing the indices for this volume.

Although I am especially indebted to my mentors named here and to
many others, I am also especially indebted to my lovely wife, Dr. Soo
J. Kim Sweeney. She, too, is a Hebrew Bible scholar, and it is her love,
support, and expertise that has seen me through major transitions in life,
the writing of this commentary, and so much more. I therefore dedicate
this volume to her with love.

xvi Preface
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A Word about the Names of G-d

In keeping with the practice of some circles in Judaism, this commentary
uses YHWH, L-rd, and G-d as designations for G-d. Such practice is
intended to acknowledge the holiness of the Divine.
The text of the NRSVue retains the full spelling of these terms in keeping

with contractual requirements for use of the NRSVue.

xvii
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CAT Commentarire de l’Ancien Testament
CBC Cambridge Bible Commentary
CBQ The Catholic Biblical Quarterly

CBQMS Catholic Biblical Quarterly Monograph Series
CH Codex Hammurabi
ConBibOT Coniectanea biblica: Old Testament Series
DDD÷ Dictionary of Deities and Demons in the Bible, ÷nd ed.

K. van der Toorn et al. (eds.). Leiden: Brill, öþþþ
DJD Discoveries in the Judean Desert
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DtrH Deuteronomistic History
EBR Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception, ÷÷ vols. to date.

H.-J. Klauck et al. (eds.). Berlin and New York: Walter De
Gruyter, ÷÷÷þ–present

FAT Forschungen zum Alten Testament
FOTL Forms of the Old Testament Literature
FRLANT Forschungen zur Religionen und Literatur des Alten und

Neuen Testaments
HALOT Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, þ vols.

L. Koehler and W. Baumgartner (eds.). Leiden:
Brill, öþþ÷–öþþþ

HCKAT Handkommentar zum Alten Testament
HSM Harvard Semitic Monographs
HUCA Hebrew Union College Annual

IBT Interpreting Biblical Texts
ICC International Critical Commentary
JAOS Journal of the American Oriental Society

JBL Journal of Biblical Literature

JCS Journal of Cuneiform Studies

JSOTSup Journal for the Study of the Old Testament
Supplement Series

KAT Kommentar zum Alten Testament
LHBOTS Library of Hebrew Bible and Old Testament Studies
LXX Septuagint
MT Masoretic text
NEAEHL New Encyclopaedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy

Land, þ vols. E. Stern et al. (eds.). Jerusalem: Israel
Exploration Society; Carta, öþþö, ÷÷÷ÿ

NICOT New International Commentary on the Old Testament
NJPS New Jewish Publication Society version
NRSVue New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition
OBO Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis
OT Guides Old Testament Guides
OTL Old Testament Library
ResBibS Resources for Biblical Study
ROT Reading the Old Testament commentary series, Smyth and

Helwys Press
SBL Society of Biblical Literature
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SBLDS Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation Series
SBLMS Society of Biblical Literature Monograph Series
SBT Studies in Biblical Theology
SOTSMS Society for Old Testament Study Monograph Series
TDOT Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, öþ vols. G. J.

Botterweck et al. (eds.). Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, öþþ÷–÷÷÷ö

VT Vetus Testamentum
WBC Word Biblical Commentary
WMANT Wissenschaftliche Monographien zum Alten und

Neuen Testament
ZAW Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft

ZBK/AT Zürcher Bibelkommentar Altes Testament
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