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The Christian doctrine of justification is of immense interest to histor-
ians and theologians and continues to be of major importance in
modern ecumenical discussions. The present work appeared in its first
edition in 1986, and rapidly became the leading reference work on the
subject. Its many acclaimed features include a detailed assessment of
the semantic background of the concept in the ancient Near East, a
thorough examination of the doctrine of the medieval period, and an
especially careful analysis of its development during the critical years of
the sixteenth century. The substantially rewritten fourth edition thor-
oughly updates the work, responding to the latest developments in
scholarly literature and user feedback. It will remain an essential
resource for all concerned with the development of Christian doctrine,
the history of the Reformation debates on the identity of Christianity,
and modern discussions between Protestants and Roman Catholics
over the nature of salvation.

ALISTER E. MCGRATH is a prominent academic writer on religious and
theological topics. His publications include the international bestseller
The Dawkins Delusion? (2007), the award-winning biography C. S. Lewis —
A Life (2013), and the market-leading textbook Christian Theology: An
Introduction, Sixth Edition (2016). He has also written some acclaimed
monographs dealing with the history of Christian thought.
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Preface to the Fourth Edition

In a recent review of the burgeoning scholarship relating to the English
Reformation, the historian Peter Marshall noted the challenge to ‘main-
tain order and coherence in a large and untidy garden, alive with luxuriant
foliage, periodic colorful blooms, and a smattering of undesirable weeds’."
This image comes to mind in contemplating the expanding body of
scholarly literature on the doctrine of justification which has appeared in
the last twenty years, often focussing on specific individuals or historical
periods. The challenge is to integrate these studies into an overall narra-
tive, allowing them to be located within a larger picture, and thus position-
ing them within a grander story of reflection and development. Iustizia De:
aims to distil, correlate and render coherent the findings of recent schol-
arship, and impose some order on what might otherwise seem chaotic and
episodic. Some may feel that there is no overall coherence within this
history. Perhaps this may prove to be true; it nevertheless remains useful to
locate individual episodes within a larger narrative framework.

lustitia Dei was published in two volumes in 1986, and rapidly estab-
lished itself as a benchmark for discussion of the doctrine, especially in the
ecumenical dialogues of that era. In 1998, it was reissued in a new format,
merging the two original volumes without substantial revisions, while
adding some new material relating to developments in the twentieth
century. Although designated a ‘second edition’, its new format did not
allow for a thorough and detailed revision of the work. It was, however,
clear that such a review was needed. A third edition followed in 2005,
offering a limited revision of the original work in the light of some scholarly
developments since the publication of the first edition in 1986.

By this stage intense scholarly interest in the field at every level was
leading to significant reappraisals of the overall trajectory of the develop-
ment of the doctrine, which would require more substantial revision of
the work once something of a consensus had emerged. By 2014, it

1 Marshall, ‘(Re)Defining the English Reformation’, 564.
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X Preface to the Fourth Edition

seemed to me that sufficient scholarly stability had been established to
enable a major reworking of this volume, including substantial updating
of the material, and a review of the structure of the work to ensure that the
issues were presented as helpfully as possible, including streamlining some
more arcane discussions that slowed down the pace of the narrative. I am
grateful to Cambridge University Press for their generosity in allowing such
a substantial revision of this work over an extended period of time.

This fourth edition thus represents a complete reappraisal of every
aspect of previous editions, including their structure and format. Those
using this work for teaching purposes should thus ensure that they
familiarise themselves with these structural and scholarly changes. My
continuing engagement with both primary and secondary sources in this
field convinced me of the need to rewrite the book, retaining what was
clearly sound, reliable and useful to its readers, while correcting or
modifying whatever was open to justified criticism.

The rapid pace of scholarly development in many areas — such as the
nature of Pelagianism, or the extent of early Christian engagement with
the Pauline corpus — means that earlier editions of this work can no
longer considered to be reliable in their judgements at points of import-
ance, precisely because of such significant shifts in the scholarly consen-
sus. Scholarship is moving at an accelerating speed, and it is doubtful
whether any study of a theological theme or motif can now ever hope to
be described as definitive.

Finally, I must again disappoint those who are hoping for a definitive
pronouncement on what the word ‘justification’ really means. This is a
work of historical analysis, not of theological prescription. It does not
attempt to define the concept of justification, but rather documents the
various ways in which justification has been understood within the west-
ern theological tradition over two thousand years. That definitional task
I gladly leave to others.

It is my pleasure to thank all those who have made this new edition
possible, especially those who have read and commented on earlier
versions of the work, but also those who have discussed its general
themes with me. In particular, I wish to thank Henry Chadwick, M. D.
Chenu OP, A. G. Dickens, Fergus Kerr OP, Anthony N. S. Lane, Oliver
O’Donovan, Cassian Reel OFMCap, E. G. Rupp, Beryl Smalley, Peter
Southwell, Matthew J. Thomas, N. T. Wright, E. J. Yarnold SJ and
Adolar Zumkeller OESA for their comments and reflections over nearly
forty years of reflection on these themes. I owe particular thanks to
Cambridge University Press for being all that a good publisher should
be. As always, I take full responsibility for any errors of fact or judgement
that remain.
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AHR
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AKG
AnAug
ARG
ARS
ATG
AThA
AThR
AuA
AugSt
Augustinus

BHR
BIOSCS

BJRL
BSHPF

BSLK

BSRK
BSSV
CBQ
CChr

Anglican and Episcopal History

Annuarium Historiae Conciliorum

American Historical Review

American Journal of Political Science

Archiv fur Kulturgeschichte

Analecta Augustiniana

Archiv fiir Reformationsgeschichte

Annual Review of Sociology

Archivo teoldgico granadino

Année théologique augustinienne

Anglican Theological Review

Antike und Abendland

Augustinian Studies

Augustinus: Revista tremestral publicada por los Padres
Agustinos recoletos

Bibliothéque d’humanisme et Renaissance

Bulletin of the International Organization for Septuagint
and Cognate Studies

Bulletin of the John Rylands Library

Bulletin de la Société de I’Histoire de Protestantisme
Francais

Bekenntnisschriften der evangelisch—lutherischen
Kirche

Bekenntnisschriften der reformierten Kirche
Bollettino della Societa di Studi Valdesi

Catholic Biblical Quarterly

Corpus Christianorum Series Latina
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