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ROMANTIC CARTOGRAPHIES

Romantic Cartographies is the first collection to explore the reach and
significance of cartographic practice in Romantic-period culture.
Revealing the diverse ways in which the period sought to map and
spatialize itself, the volume also considers the engagement of our own
digital cultures with Romanticism’s ‘mapmindedness’. Original,
exploratory essays engage with a wide range of cartographic projects,
objects, and experiences in Britain and globally. Subjects range from
WilliamWordsworth, John Clare, and Sir Walter Scott to Romantic-
era board games and geographical primers, revealing the pervasiveness
of the cartographic imagination in private and public spheres.
Bringing together literary analysis, creative practice, geography, car-
tography, history, politics, and contemporary technologies – just as
the cartographic enterprise did in the Romantic period itself –

Romantic Cartographies enriches our understanding of what it
means to ‘map’ literature and culture.

sally bushell is Professor of Romantic and Victorian Literature
and co-director of The Wordsworth Centre in the Department of
English Literature and Creative Writing, Lancaster University. Her
research seeks to open up new modes of interpretation by shifting the
focus of literary criticism from interpretation of semantic content to
comparative understanding of other aspects of the work that illuminate
traditional means of interpretation but also potentially redetermine
those means.

julia s. carlson is Associate Professor of English at the University
of Cincinnati. She is the author of Romantic Marks and Measures:
Wordsworth’s Poetry in Fields of Print (University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2016), winner of the British Association for Romantic Studies
First Book Prize 2017. She researches the cartographic, prosodic, and
inscriptional contexts of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century poetry.

damian walford davies is Pro Vice-Chancellor and Head of the
College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences at Cardiff University.
His research works to reframe and defamiliarize cultural texts in new
interdisciplinary and geographical contexts, often drawing on the
affordances of creative-critical methods.

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ROMANTIC
CARTOGRAPHIES

Mapping, Literature, Culture, 1789–1832

edited by

SALLY BUSHELL
Lancaster University

JULIA S. CARLSON
University of Cincinnati

DAMIAN WALFORD DAVIES
Cardiff University

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cb2 8ea, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 

a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 

education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108472388

doi: 10.1017/9781108635936

© Sally Bushell, Julia S. Carlson, and Damian Walford Davies 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions

of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take 

place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2020

First hardback edition 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

isbn   978-1-108-47238-8   Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence

or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this 

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will 

remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

List of Illustrations page vii
Notes on Contributors xi
Preface xvii
Acknowledgements xix

Introduction: Romantic Cartographies 1

Sally Bushell, Julia S. Carlson, Damian Walford Davies

part i romantic maps, romantic mapping

1 Cartography and Natural History in Late-Eighteenth-Century
Canada 27

Alan Bewell

2 ‘That Experienced Surveyor, Colonel Mudge’: Romantic
Representations of the Ordnance Survey Map-Maker,
1791–1830 50

Rachel Hewitt

3 The British Atlas: Britton and Brayley’s National Survey 78

Stephen Daniels

4 Mapping Invasion: Cartography, Caricature, Frames
of Reading 101

Damian Walford Davies

part ii cartographic encounters

5 Producing and Protesting Imperial Mapmindedness:
Multimodal Pedagogy and Feminist Frustration in Sarah
Atkins Wilson’s Geographical Primers 129

Carl Thompson

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

6 Romantic Board Games and the ‘World in Play’ 151

Siobhan Carroll

7 Carto-tactual Subjects: Promoting the Education of the Blind
in Romantic-Era France and Britain 171

Julia S. Carlson

8 Wordsworth and Mandelbrot on the Coast of Britain 195

Joshua Wilner

part iii beyond romantic cartographies

9 Deep Mapping and Romanticism: ‘Practical’ Geography
in the Poetry of Sir Walter Scott 211

Christopher Donaldson

10 Unmapping John Clare: Circularity, Linearity, Temporality 232

Sally Bushell

11 The Problem of Precedent: Mapping the Post-Romantic Lake
District 252

David Cooper

12 Maps without Territory: Disappearing Trelawney Town 271

Paul Youngquist

Bibliography 292

Index 316

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Illustrations

0.1 George Cumberland, A Map of Part of the Estate of
Thomas Johnes . . . at Havod (engraved by William
Blake), in George Cumberland, An Attempt to Describe
Hafod (1796).

page 3

0.2 A Corrected and Revised Map of the Country of Allestone
by Thomas Williams Malkin. Engraved by William
Blake. Cambridge University Library. Keynes. U.4.10.

4

0.3 Jan Vermeer VanDelft, The Geographer (1688–9). Städel
Museum, © Städel Museum – ARTOTHEK.

10

0.4 “Noctua, Corvus, Crater, Sextans Uraniæ, Hydra, Felis,
Lupus, Centaurus, Antlia Pneumatica, Argo Navis, and
Pyxis Nautica” (Plate 32). Urania’s Mirror; or, A View of
the Heavens (London: Printed for Samuel Leigh, 1825).
Engraved by Sidney Hall. Courtesy of Library of
Congress, LC- USZCA-10077 DLC.
The figure shows the pictorial realism of Romantic-era
star charts and the material innovation of hole-punched
stars. In the lower right appears the constellation Pyxis
Nautica (1752), or mariner’s compass, used for
orientation and navigation; in the upper right, Sextans
(1687), or astronomical sextant, used for measuring the
angles between stars.

13

0.5 Journey towards the Summit of Chimborazo, attempted
on the 23rd June 1802 by Alexander von Humboldt.
Smithsonian Library.

17

0.6 Charles Joseph Minard, Carte Figurative des tonnage des
GRANDS PORTS et des principales RIVIERES
D’EUROPE. 27th Octobre 1859. Reproduced by kind
permission of Guillaime Saquet and Isabelle Gautheron

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

from the Bibliothèque de l’École Nationale des Ponts et
Chausées (ENPC). ENPC: Fol 10975, 3564/C184. 19

1.1 Moses Harris, A Plan of the Harbour of Chebucto
and Town of Halifax (1750). Map Collection, Rare
Books and Special Collections, McGill University
Library.

28

1.2 Thomas Jefferys, A Map of the South Part of Nova
Scotia and Its Fishing Banks (1750). Morse
Historical Map Collection, Special Collections,
Killam Library, Dalhousie University.

30

1.3 HermanMoll, ANew and Exact Map of the Dominions of
the King of Great Britain on ye Continent of North
America (1715). Library and Archives Canada,
R12999-0-2-E, H1/1000/1715.

33

1.4 Andrew Graham, A Plan of Part of Hudson’s-bay,
and Rivers, Communicating with York Fort and Severn
(c. 1774). Hudson’s Bay Company Archives, Archives
of Manitoba.

43

3.1 John Roper, directed by E. W. Brayley, Index Map
and title page to The British Atlas (1810). University of
Nottingham Libraries –Manuscripts and Special
Collections.

79

3.2 John Roper after George Cole, directed by E. Brayley,
Hereford, from The British Atlas (1810). University of
Nottingham Libraries – Manuscripts
and Special Collections.

88

3.3 John Roper, from a survey by Richard Thornton,
directed by John Britton, Manchester &
Salford, from The British Atlas (1810). University of
Nottingham Libraries – Manuscripts and Special
Collections.

92

3.4 John Roper after George Cole, directed by
E. W. Brayley, Kent, from The British Atlas (1810).
University of Nottingham Libraries – Manuscripts
and Special Collections.

93

4.1 A Plan of Fishguard Bay, Near Which the French Landed
1200Men (20March 1797); by permission of Llyfrgell
Genedlaethol Cymru/National Library of Wales (Map
6466).

111

viii List of Illustrations

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

4.2 Thomas Propert, A Plan of that Part of the County of
Pembroke called Pen-Caer and the Sea Coast Adjacent,
where between 1200 and 1400 French Troops under the
Command of General Tate, made a Descent on a Point of
Land called Garn or Cerrig Gwastad on the 22nd Day of
Febry 1797 (11 February 1798); by permission of Llyfrgell
Genedlaethol Cymru/National Library of Wales (Map
10823). (The dedication to Lord Cawdor has been cut
from this copy).

113

4.3 James Gillray, A New Map of England and France. The
French Invasion; – or – John Bull, Bombarding
the Bum-boats (5 November 1793).

117

4.4 Detail of Strumble Head from the first
edition Ordnance Survey map of Pembrokeshire
(1819); Pembrokeshire Archives and Record
Office.

118

4.5 (a–c) Details from Figure 4.2: (a) wolf; (b) ghoul; (c) witch. 120

6.1 Walker’s New Geographical Game Exhibiting a Tour
Through Europe (1810). Special Collections, University
of Delaware Library, Newark, Delaware.

160

7.1 British Isles. Printed at the Asylum for the Blind,
Glasgow, 1839. By permission of National Archives
(MPI 1/63).

172

7.2 François Le Sueur, Blind, Age 18, Reading with the help of
his Fingers &c, Gravure de Desmaisons, 1784. Courtesy
of Perkins School for the Blind Archives.

184

9.1 William Gibb, Plate XXII: Border War Horn. The horn is
displayed here alongside another of Scott’s prized
antiquities, James VI/I’s hunting bottle. Courtesy of the
Department of Special Collections, Stanford University
Libraries.

216

10.1 Helpston Pre-Enclosure (1809). John Barrell, The Idea of
Landscape and the Sense of Place, 1730–1840 (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1972), 103. By kind
permission of John Barrell and Cambridge University
Press.

234

10.2 Helpston Post-Enclosure (1820). John Barrell,
The Idea of Landscape and the Sense of Place, 1730–1840
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1972), 107. By

List of Illustrations ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

kind permission of John Barrell and Cambridge
University Press. 235

11.1 Sean Borodale. ‘Walking to Paradise’ Map 01 (1999).
The Wordsworth Trust, 2011.R1.14.1.

258

11.2 Richard Skelton. Detail from Still Glides the Stream
(2014).

266

12.1 Map of Trelawney Town (1835). St. James 184B, National
Library of Jamaica, Cadastral Maps and Plans.

274

12.2 Map of Trelawney Town (1787). St. James 434, National
Library of Jamaica, Cadastral Maps and Plans.

280

x List of Illustrations

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Notes on Contributors

alan bewell is Professor of English at the University of Toronto.
His primary field is British Romanticism, with additional interests in
literature and colonialism; postcolonial theory; ecopoetics and envir-
onmental history; and science, medicine, and literature. His recent
work has focused on the ways in which the ecological impact of
British colonialism is registered in eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century literature. Bewell’s first book, Wordsworth and the
Enlightenment: Nature, Man, and Society in the Experimental Poetry
(Yale University Press, 1989), examined how Wordsworth’s poetry
engages with eighteenth-century anthropological thought on human
origins. He has also written Romanticism and Colonial Disease (Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1999) and edited Medicine and the West
Indian Slave Trade (Pickering and Chatto, 1999). His most recent
monograph, Natures in Translation: Romanticism and Colonial
Natural History (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2017), discusses
the manner in which the global transport and exchange of plants,
animals, and natural commodities shaped how the British came to
understand themselves, English nature, and the natural world. He is
currently working on a book entitled Romanticism and Mobility,
which studies how Romantics reacted to a world of moving people,
things, and ideas.

sally bushell is Professor of Romantic and Victorian Literature and co-
director of The Wordsworth Centre in the Department of English
Literature and Creative Writing, Lancaster University. Her research
seeks to open up new modes of interpretation by shifting the focus of
literary criticism from interpretation of semantic content to comparative
understanding of other aspects of the work that illuminate traditional
means of interpretation but also potentially redetermine those means.
Her last book, Text as Process: Creative Composition in Wordsworth,

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Tennyson and Dickinson (University of Virginia Press, 2009), explored
the margins of textuality by developing a method for interpreting works
in a state of process. Her forthcoming monograph, Reading and
Mapping Fiction: Spatialising the Literary Text (Cambridge University
Press, 2020), is centred on paratextual relationships between maps and
texts and the question of how the reader spatializes literature. She is also
interested in digital projects for literary mapping and is principal inves-
tigator on the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC)–funded
project ‘Chronotopic Cartographies’, as well as leading an educational
project using Minecraft to map literary worlds (LITCRAFT).

julia s. carlson is Associate Professor of English at the University of
Cincinnati. She is the author of Romantic Marks and Measures:
Wordsworth’s Poetry in Fields of Print (University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2016), winner of the British Association for Romantic Studies
First Book Prize 2017. She researches the cartographic, prosodic, and
diagrammatic contexts of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century poetry
and is currently writing a second monograph on inscriptional practices,
transcriptional technologies, and ‘digital interactivity’. She is a co-editor
of Romanticism on the Net and has co-edited a special issue of Essays in
Romanticism entitled Romanticizing Historical Poetics (2018). With the
Multigraph Collective, she co-wrote Interacting with Print: Elements of
Reading in an Era of Print Saturation (University of Chicago Press,
2018).

siobhan carroll is Associate Professor of English at the University of
Delaware, where she specializes in nineteenth-century literature and
the history of exploration. Her book An Empire of Air and Water:
Uncolonizable Space in the British Imagination, 1750–1850 (University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2015), which was shortlisted for the British
Association for Romantic Studies (BARS) Prize in 2016, turns to
artefacts such as board games in order to describe the relevance of
“uncolonizable” geographies, such as the North Pole and the atmos-
phere, to British imperialism. Her current book project examines the
relationship between human agency and nature in the long nineteenth
century.

david cooper is Senior Lecturer in English at Manchester Metropolitan
University, UK, where he co-directs (with Rachel Lichtenstein) the
Centre for Place Writing. A founding co-editor of the international
journal Literary Geographies, he has published widely on contemporary

xii Notes on Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

British place writing, and he is increasingly exploring the relationship
between critical and creative approaches to space, place, and landscape.
His research on digital literary cartography includes the development
(with Ian N. Gregory) of literary Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) and the publication of the co-edited collection Literary Mapping
in the Digital Age (Routledge, 2016). He is currently a co-investigator on
‘Chronotopic Cartographies’ (AHRC funded 2017–20), led by Sally
Bushell.

stephen daniels is Emeritus Professor of Cultural Geography at the
University of Nottingham and a Fellow of the British Academy. From
2005 to 2012 he directed the AHRC Landscape and Environment
programme and since then has undertaken research funded by the
Leverhulme Trust and the Paul Mellon Centre. He is the author and co-
author of a series of volumes on landscape history, art and design,
including The Iconography of Landscape (Cambridge University Press,
1988), Fields of Vision (Polity Press, 1993), Humphry Repton: Landscape
Gardening and the Geography of Georgian England (Paul Mellon Centre
for Studies in British Art, 1999), and Landscapes of the National Trust
(Pavillion Books, 2016), as well as curator of the exhibitions Art of the
Garden (Tate 2004–5), Paul Sandby: Picturing Britain (Royal Academy,
2009–10), and Repton Revealed (Garden Museum, 2018–19). He is
currently completing a book on the nineteenth-century topographer
John Britton.

christopher donaldson is Lecturer in Cultural History at
Lancaster University and Research Coordinator at The Ruskin
Library, Museum and Research Centre. His research is principally
concerned with changing perceptions of the value of landscape and
the environment during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
He is editor of the Ruskin Review and co-editor of the Digital
Forum for the Journal of Victorian Culture.

rachel hewitt is Lecturer in Creative Writing at Newcastle University
and deputy director of the Newcastle Centre for Literary Arts. She is
a writer of creative non-fiction, and her interests include nature and
landscape writing, biography, feminism, and emotion. She is author of
Map of a Nation: A Biography of the Ordnance Survey (Granta, 2010),
which won the Royal Society of Literature Jerwood Award for non-
fiction. She is also author of A Revolution of Feeling: The Decade that
Forged the Modern Mind (Granta, 2017), which won a Gladstone’s

Notes on Contributors xiii

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Library Political Writing residency. She is currently working on In Her
Nature (Chatto & Windus, 2022), about women’s myriad encounters
with the natural. She has published academic and general-interest
articles in the national press (e.g. The Guardian, The Telegraph, and
the Financial Times). Hewitt is a Fellow of the Royal Society of
Literature and was one of the first cohort of New Generation
Thinkers elected by the AHRC and BBC Radio 3.

carl thompson is Reader in Romantic Literature at the University of
Surrey. His authored or edited publications include The Suffering
Traveller and the Romantic Imagination (Oxford University Press,
2007); Travel Writing, in Routledge’s New Critical Idiom series
(Routledge, 2011); Romantic-Era Shipwreck Narratives: An Anthology
(Trent Editions, 2007), and The Routledge Companion to Travel
Writing (Routledge, 2016). More recently he has edited a special issue
of the journalWomen’s Writing entitled Journeys to Authority: Reassessing
Women’s Travel Writing, 1763–1863 (2017) and is currently working on
a monograph on the career of the early-nineteenth-century travel writer
and intellectual Maria Graham (1785–1842).

damian walford davies is Pro Vice-Chancellor and Head of the
College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences at Cardiff
University. His most recent publications include articles on Keats
and Coleridge from a medical humanities perspective and articles
on the work of Ronald Lockley and island writing, together with
the edited volumes Counterfactual Romanticism (Manchester
University Press, 2019) and Roald Dahl: Wales of the Unexpected
(2016). His monograph Cartographies of Culture: New Geographies of
Welsh Writing in English (University of Wales Press, 2012) develops
new theories and practices of cartographic reading. He has
a particular interest in the locatedness of writing and in ‘critical-
creative’ modes of analysis. His creative work includes the poetry
collections Docklands (Seren, 2019), Judas (Seren, 2015), Alabaster
Girls (Rack Press, 2015), and Witch (Seren, 2012).

joshua wilner is Professor of English and Comparative Literature at
the City College and The Graduate Centre of The City University of
New York, as well as the former president of the International

xiv Notes on Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Conference on Romanticism. He is the author of Feeding on Infinity:
Readings in the Romantic Rhetoric of Internalization (Johns Hopkins,
2000).

paul youngquist teaches English at the University of Colorado,
Boulder. He writes on Romanticism, black resistance in the
Caribbean, Jamaican Maroons, and contemporary music. His most
recent book is A Pure Solar World: Sun Ra and the Birth of
Afrofuturism (University of Texas Press, 2016).

Notes on Contributors xv

www.cambridge.org/9781108472388
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47238-8 — Romantic Cartographies
Sally Bushell , Julia S. Carlson , Damian Walford Davies
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Preface

Romantic Cartographies is the first collection to reveal the full reach
and significance of cartography in Romantic-period culture. It aims to
define and exemplify the forms of cartographic criticism emerging
from various ‘spatial turns’ that have energized the humanities since
the 1980s. Thus, the volume calibrates the significance of the carto-
graphic imagination for the Romantic period itself, as well as the
various cartographic frames through which Romanticism has been
recognized and de-familiarized.
The volume interrogates fully the concept of Romantic cartography in

historicized terms as well as from the perspective of our own highly
spatialized culture. It seeks to diversify the ways in which critical
Romantic cartographies are written by approaching them through a wide
range of forms: textual, visual, tactile, and digital. It argues for the emer-
gence of a cartographic imagination in the period and for the importance
of literary cartography as a practice in our own time. As such it engages, on
the one hand, with acts of mapping in the Romantic period, asking: In
what ways did Romantic-period culture seek to map itself? What is
specifically Romantic about the cartographic projects that dominate the
period as we understand them? On the other, it explores the way in which
the period has been mapped and re-mapped critically over time, posing
such questions as: To what extent are the ways in which we map the world
or understand maps underpinned by Romantic preconceptions? To what
kind of imaginative paradigm did practices of mapping give rise (and vice
versa)?
This book therefore moves beyond a purely metaphoric use of the term

‘mapping’ to engage with the concept in more meaningful interdisciplin-
ary ways. Until now, this more specific sub-discipline has not been
defined or explored in any coherent or sustained way – despite major
cartographic advances during the historical period and despite there now
being a range of theorized approaches, all of which are developed in the

xvii
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present collection by key figures in the field (e.g. Bewell; Bushell;
Carlson; Cooper; Hewitt; Walford Davies). Opening up a dialogue
between literature, science, geography, and the social sciences,
Romantic Cartographies aims to disclose the ‘map-mindedness’ of
Romantic-period culture as a whole.

xviii Preface
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