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A CONCISE HISTORY OF JAMAICA

Kenneth Morgan’s history of Jamaica is a social, economic,

political and cultural assessment of the island’s most import-

ant periods and themes over the past millennium. This

includes the island’s development before 1500, with detailed

material on the Taino society; the two centuries of slavery

and its aftermath between 1660 and 1860; the continuance of

colonialism between 1860 and 1945; the background to

Jamaican independence between 1945 and 1960; and the

evolution of Jamaica as an independent nation since the

early 1960s. Throughout, Morgan discusses important

themes such as race, slavery, empire, poverty and colonial-

ism, and the unbalanced social structure that existed for

much of Jamaica’s history – the small, overwhelmingly

white elite overseeing and controlling the lives of black and

brown people beneath them on the social scale. Ending with

an assessment of the contemporary period, this work offers

an authoritative, up-to-date history of Jamaica.

Kenneth Morgan is Professor of History at Brunel

University London. An economic and social historian of

the Atlantic world between 1650 and 1850, he is a fellow

of the Royal Historical Society.
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CAMBRIDGE CONCISE HISTORIES

Cambridge Concise Histories offer general introductions to a wide range

of subjects. A series of authoritative overviews written by expert

authors, these books make the histories of countries, events and topics

accessible to both students and general readers.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:

www.cambridge.org/concisehistories

www.cambridge.org/9781108472258
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47225-8 — A Concise History of Jamaica
Kenneth Morgan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

A CONCISE
HISTORY OF

JAMAICA

KENNETH MORGAN
Brunel University London

www.cambridge.org/9781108472258
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47225-8 — A Concise History of Jamaica
Kenneth Morgan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cb2 8ea, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

CambridgeUniversity Press is part of CambridgeUniversity Press&Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108472258

doi: 10.1017/9781108633765

© Kenneth Morgan 2024

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of CambridgeUniversity Press &Assessment.

First published 2024

Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ Books Limited, Padstow Cornwall

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from the Library of
Congress.

isbn 978-1-108-47225-8 Hardback

isbn 978-1-108-45918-1 Paperback

CambridgeUniversity Press&Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108472258
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47225-8 — A Concise History of Jamaica
Kenneth Morgan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

To the memory of my parents – Kenneth Albert Morgan

and Clare Frances Morgan

www.cambridge.org/9781108472258
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47225-8 — A Concise History of Jamaica
Kenneth Morgan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

CONTENTS

List of Figures page viii

Acknowledgements x

Introduction 1

1 The Taino 10

2 Spanish Jamaica, 1509–1655 44

3 Creating an English Jamaica, 1655–1775 77

4 From Slavery to Freedom, 1775–1865 154

5 The Shadow of Colonialism, 1865–1945 228

6 Modern Jamaica, 1945–2022 303

Conclusion 389

Sources of Principal Quotations 401

Select Bibliography 423

Index 437

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108472258
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47225-8 — A Concise History of Jamaica
Kenneth Morgan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

FIGURES

1.1 The West Indies: A locational map page 18

1.2 Jamaica: Elevation 20

1.3 Dunn’s River Falls, near Ocho Rios 21

2.1 Christopher Columbus 45

2.2 A view in Jamaica 68

3.1 Pirates boarding a Spanish vessel in the Caribbean 85

3.2 Henry Morgan 88

3.3 Sugar cane cutting 111

3.4 Estates and towns in Jamaica, 1774 118

3.5 A slave whipped by a settler 125

3.6 Maroon War in Jamaica 147

4.1 Harbour Street, Kingston 160

4.2 The Rodney Memorial, Spanish Town 163

4.3 Area of the slave rebellion, 1831 184

4.4 Major areas of peasant farming and the main

peasant villages, Jamaica, to 1860

214

5.1 Bananas on the way to market 253

5.2 Ruins of the Myrtle Bank Hotel, 1907 260

5.3 Native religious celebration 269

5.4 Marcus Garvey 278

5.5 Rastafarians 286

5.6 Norman Manley 291

6.1 Stamp commemorating Jamaican independence 314

6.2 Michael Manley 318

6.3 Edward Seaga 323

6.4 P. J. Patterson 327

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108472258
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47225-8 — A Concise History of Jamaica
Kenneth Morgan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

6.5 Empire Windrush 346

6.6 Bob Marley 368

6.7 Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce 373

6.8 Usain Bolt 375

List of Figures

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108472258
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47225-8 — A Concise History of Jamaica
Kenneth Morgan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This book would have been impossible to write without the

many ûne publications by historians, archaeologists and

sociologists of Jamaica, some of whose work is listed in the

bibliography. I have also beneûted from visiting Jamaica on

several occasions for research and conference trips and from

teaching Caribbean history for several decades to successive

cohorts of students at the now-defunct West London

Institute of Higher Education and Brunel University

London. I would like to thank the libraries and archives

noted in the references to quotations cited in the book for

their willingness to let me cite from manuscripts in their

possession. Most of the reading was done by using the

resources of the British Library, the British Museum,

Cambridge University Library, University College London

Library, the Institute of Archaeology Library, University of

London, and the library of Brunel University London. I am

grateful for the suggestions for improvements on a draft

version of the text by two anonymous referees for

Cambridge University Press and to my editor at the press

and her assistant, Cecilia Cancellaro and Victoria Phillips,

for their expert assistance. Thanks are also due to Getty

Images for permission to reproduce the images. The maps

were based on material ûrst presented in David Watts, The

West Indies: Patterns of Development, Culture and

Environmental Change since 1492 (Cambridge University

x

www.cambridge.org/9781108472258
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47225-8 — A Concise History of Jamaica
Kenneth Morgan
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Press, 1987) and Mary Turner, Slaves and Missionaries: The

Disintegration of Jamaican Slave Society, 1787–1834

(University of Illinois Press, 1982). My wife and family

have offered their customary warm support during the com-

position of this book.

Acknowledgements

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108472258
www.cambridge.org

