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Preface

Scholars and teachers from various disciplines have recently renewed

the academic interest in religious experience, or at least in experience

that some people take to be religious. This book presents that renewed

interest in an interdisciplinary manner accessible to college students

and helpful to their teachers. The disciplines represented include reli-

gious studies, the psychology of religion, the sociology of religion, the

philosophy of religion, Biblical studies, theology, and the history of

religion. The chapters make original contributions, while avoiding tech-

nical discussions available only to scholars. Each chapter takes a point

of view that engages its intended readers.

In a university, college, or seminary setting, this book could be used

as either required or supplementary reading in such courses as the

following: Introduction to Religion; World Religions; Philosophy of

Religion; Psychology of Religion; Introduction to Theology; Philosoph-

ical Theology; Religious Epistemology; and Foundations of Theistic/

Christian Belief.

The book is divided into four main parts. Part I, “Characterizing

Religious Experience: Interdisciplinary Approaches,” focuses on influ-

ential methodological approaches to religious experience from the

psychology of religion, the philosophy of religion, and the theology of

religion. Part II, “Religious Experience in Traditional Monotheism,”

discusses the major monotheistic traditions of classical Judaism, early

Christianity, and traditional Islam. Part III, “Religious Experience out-

side Traditional Monotheism,” examines four influential religious trad-

itions outside traditional monotheism: ancient Confucianism and

Daoism, classical Buddhism, traditional Hinduism, and traditional Afri-

can religion. Part IV, “Prominent Themes and Challenges,” attends to

some controversies regarding religious experience: the role of mysti-

cism, the function of evidence, the role of miracle, the challenge of evil,

the bearing of naturalism, and the question of meaning and social value.
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