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THE EARLY MODERN INVENTION OF LATE ANTIQUE ROME

In The Early Modern Invention of Late Antique Rome, Nicola Denzey Lewis
challenges the common understanding of late antique Christianity as domi-
nated by the Cult of the Saints. Popularized by historian Peter Brown, the Cult
of the Saints presupposes that a “corporeal turn” in the fourth century CE ini-
tiated a new sense of the body (even the corpse or bone) as holy. Denzey Lewis
argues that although present elsewhere in the late Roman Empire, no such
“corporeal turn” happened in Rome until the early modern period. The pre-
vailing assumption that it did was fostered by the apologetic concerns of early
modern Catholic scholars, as well as contemporary attitudes toward death,
antiquity, and the survival of the Church against secularism. Denzey Lewis
delves deeply into the world of Roman late antique Christianity, exploring how
and why it differed from the set of practices and beliefs we have come to think
flourished in this crucial age of Christianization.

Nicola Denzey Lewis holds the Margo L. Goldsmith Chair in Women’s Studies
in Religion at Claremont Graduate University. She is the recipient of research
fellowships from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the American
Council of Learned Societies, the American Academy of Religion, and the
International Catacomb Society. Denzey Lewis serves on the editorial boards of
Gnosis and the Journal of Early Christian Studies. A social historian of imperial
and late antique Rome and the processes that enabled the Christianization of the
Roman Empire, Denzey Lewis has published extensively. This is her fifth book
and her second specifically on late antique Rome, after her highly acclaimed
examination of ancient Roman women's lives, The Bone Gatherers (2007).
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For Denise, with gratitude for forty-five
years of delightful friendship

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108471893
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47189-3 — The Early Modern Invention of Late Antique Rome

Nicola Denzey Lewis
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents
Lust of Hllustrations and Maps page ix
Acknowledgments x1
Lust of Abbreviations XV
Introduction. .......oovviiiii ittt ittt 1
1 The Reinventio of the Hidden City................ou... 24
2 Rewiring the Sacred Circuit (Roma Sancta Renovata). . . . .. 71
3 Remains to Be Seen (or, On the Holy Corpse)............ 127
4 Peter’sBones.........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 165
5 De Rossi’s Deception: Crafting the Crypt of the Popes. ..... 211
6 Raising Late Antique Jews from the Valley of Dry Bones . . . 251
7 Disposing of Depositio (Ad Sanctos) .................... 297
8 Inventing Christian Rome............... ..., 343
Bibliography 375
Index 419

vil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108471893
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47189-3 — The Early Modern Invention of Late Antique Rome

Nicola Denzey Lewis

Frontmatter

More Information

Illustrations and Maps

Lllustrations and maps follow page 6.

© o O Ut A~

10
11

12
13
14
15

Illustrations

The Virgin Martyr Faustina, 2016.

M. A. Boldetti, Osservazioni sopra i cimaterj de’ santi martiri, ed
antichi cristiany di Roma. Aggiuntavi la serie du tutty quellz, che sino
al presente si sono scoperti, ¢ dv altre simali, che in varie parti del
mondo st trovano: con alcune riflessioni pratiche sopra il culto delle
sagre reliquie, lib. 11, cap. 111, p. 339, 1720. In the public domain.
Charles Louis de Frédy, The Kiss of Peace in the Catacombs, late
nineteenth century.

Jan Styka, Saint Peter Preaching in the Catacombs, 1902.

Jules Eugene Lenepveu, The Martyrs in the Catacombs, 1855.
Alejandro Ferranty Fischermans, The Burial of Saint Sebastian, 1877.
Antonio Circignani, Martyrdom of Pope Anicetus, 1560-1620.
Gaetano Giulio Zumbo, A Damned Soul, 1700.

Caterina de Julianis, Ti¢me and Death, ca. 1727.

Pola Casket, ca. 400 CE.

Giovanni Battista De Rossi, Roma Sotterranea Cristiana, Book I,
Tav. II, III, 1893.

Papal inscriptions, 2019.

Gold glass featuring Jewish motifs, ca. 400 CE.

Grave of Karl Marx, 2015.

Floorplan of funerary basilica at Sant’Agnese fuori le mura, 2012.

Maps

1 Map of martyr burials according to the Calendar of 354.

2 Map of martyr sites promoted by Damasus.

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108471893
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-47189-3 — The Early Modern Invention of Late Antique Rome
Nicola Denzey Lewis

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments

Writing a book 1s always a paradoxical expression of a desire to be caught
in the most fascinating conversations with learned friends and the soli-
tary pursuit of reading and thinking. Let me begin by acknowledging
the role of my learned friends for fascinating conversations. In Rome,
I have many people to thank: Greg Snyder for gamely exploring cem-
eteries, catacombs, private and access-prohibited fields (his idea),
and for thinking with me on the Palazzo Altemps chapel; the amazing
Chiara Messineo for exerting pressure at just the right places; Sarah
Madole Lewis and Linda Nolan for catacombs, cats, and company;
Michele Salzman at the American Academy in Rome and in Claremont,
California; and Sander Evers at the Loyola Rome Center. A conference
on “Pagans and Christians in the Fourth Century” at the Hungarian
Academy in 2012 put me in splendid dialogue with Marianne Sdghy,
Dennis Trout, Gitte Lenstrup Dal Santo and Matthew Dal Santo, Jonas
Bjornebye, and Leonard Rutgers. I would also like to formally thank
the Pontifical Commission for Sacred Archaeology (especially Raffaella
Giuliani and Vincenzo Fiocchi Nicolai for arranging a visit to his excava-
tions of the Via Ardeatina funerary basilica) and Alberto Marcocci at the
Catacombs of Vigna Randanini. Special thanks to Alex Dwiar, who was
not in Rome but ought to have been and whose hard work and special
pleading got me valuable time at the Memoria Apostolorum. Although
I can be tough in this book on catacomb guides, it must be said that
many of the young Pontifical Institute of Christian Archaeology (PIAC)
student guides I have had over the years have been truly wonderful
and inspiring and in no way reflect some of the intransigent attitudes
toward Christian antiquity in Rome that characterized the PIAC of the

x1

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108471893
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-47189-3 — The Early Modern Invention of Late Antique Rome
Nicola Denzey Lewis

Frontmatter

More Information

xii Acknowledgments

nineteenth century. Thanks, then, go to Giovanni at the Ad Decimum
catacombs (and Andreina del Pozzo); Anthony Vella, Rosie Bianco,
Valentina at the Vatican Necropolis; and the student guides at the
Catacombs of St. Thecla. Thank you, too, to Nicola DeGuglielmo and
the Comitato Catacombe di Generosa for time spent at the Catacombs of
Generosa (and to Dan Curley for tagging along that day).

I spent the 2015-2016 academic year as a visiting scholar at Princeton
University’s Department of Religion, which felt like a true homecom-
ing. I wish to thank Leora Batnitsky, AnneMarie Luijendijk, and Elaine
Pagels for welcoming me. At Princeton, I am also grateful to Lorraine
Fuhrmann, Jeft Stout, and Moulie Vidas. I was tremendously lucky to
have the opportunity to learn again from Peter Brown and Anthony
Grafton in the Department of History.

At Brown University, I was inspired and supported by the work of
John Bodel, Ross Kraemer, and Evelyn Lincoln. I have to acknowledge
the undergrads who “crashed” my research trip to Rome in 2013: Rachel
Himes, Wes Durand, Noah Heyworth, Eli Petzold, and Sabrina Ergun,
for showing as much excitement for the catacombs as I myself felt even
while they were jetlagged and probably hung over, although they swore
to me they were not. Special thanks goes to Brown for providing me
with an Undergraduate Teaching and Research Award (UTRA) to be
able to hire Alex Sogo as a full-time research assistant for the summer
of 2013. Poor Alex, who just wanted to know what it was like to be a
real academic, found himself organizing bibliographies, ordering inter-
library loan books, and above all, alphabetizing files and scanning liter-
ally thousands of pages so that I had the leisure of working at home or
abroad. His help with this book was absolutely invaluable.

I want to acknowledge the International Catacomb Society but par-
ticularly Annewies van den Hoek for her support, knowledge, and intel-
lectual curiosity; Robin Jensen for her wisdom; and especially Jessica
Dello Russo, researcher extraordinaire, from whose diligent work on the
catacombs I have benefitted immensely.

Others who have inspired and encouraged me along the way include
David Frankfurter, David Brakke, Jacob Latham, Eric Rebillard, Kate
Cooper, Alan Thacker, Bernadette Brooten, Lucy Grig, Jorg Riipke,
Cliff Ando, and Philip Rousseau. I am hugely indebted to Tina Sessa,
Karen Stern, Sarah Bond, Mark Humphries, and Jessica Dello Russo
for reading either parts of or the whole manuscript and making many
wonderful suggestions and catching many inaccuracies.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108471893
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-47189-3 — The Early Modern Invention of Late Antique Rome
Nicola Denzey Lewis

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgments x1il

Now for the solitary pursuit of reading and thinking: a yearlong fel-
lowship from the American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS)
allowed me the tremendous luxury of time to write away from teaching
and advising responsibilities. This was followed by a second, equally
luxurious year of teaching leave afforded by the National Endowment
for the Humanities. I am more than grateful for their generous support.
This book would not have been written as quickly and pleasantly with-
out that which we, as scholars, need most: time and money to live the life
of the mind.

I am grateful for the opportunity to have presented early drafts of this
work at conferences and in public lectures over the past few years. A con-
densed version of Chapter 2, entitled “Damasus and the Derelict Relics,”
appeared in Early Modern Europe 26.4 (2018). I presented a draft version
of Chapter 5 at the University of Erfurt in June 2015 at a small confer-
ence organized by Jorg Riipke and Martin Mulsow on how historiogra-
phy creates religion; that paper, “The Early Modern Invention of Late
Antique Rome: How Historiography Helped Create the Crypt of the
Popes,” was published in Creating Religions by Historiography, edited
by Jorg Riipke and Martin Mulsow (2018). My gratitude goes to Ross
Kraemer for her invitation to present the Jewish catacombs material that
comprises Chapter 6 at the Moskow Seminar at Brown in 2015 and to
Rebecca Sharbach Wollenberg for the invitation to present a more devel-
oped draft of the same chapter at the University of Michigan’s Frankel
Center for Judaic Studies” Beyond the Book colloquium in the fall of
2016. I gave related presentations at the 2016 Annual Meeting of the
Society of Biblical Literature in San Antonio, and later at the University
of Erfurt at a conference organized by Claudia Dorit Bergmann in June
2017. Thank you, too, to Karen Stern for reviewing Chapter 6 on the
Jewish catacombs and for inviting me to speak at Brooklyn College and
to Tina Sessa for her invitation to speak at Ohio State in 2014, espe-
cially for encouraging me to look more closely into the Crypt of the
Popes at the Catacombs of Callixtus. I presented a version of Chapter 4
on Peter at the 2017 “Peter, Popes, and Politics” conference at the Royal
Netherlands Academy of Sciences in Amsterdam, thanks to the invita-
tion from Roald Dijkstra, Dorine van Espelo, and Olivier Hexster. I fol-
lowed this up with related presentations at the First Millennium Network
at the University of Maryland, College Park, thanks to Jennifer Barry
and Antoine Borrut, and at the University of California, Santa Barbara,
thanks to Christine Thomas.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108471893
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-47189-3 — The Early Modern Invention of Late Antique Rome
Nicola Denzey Lewis

Frontmatter

More Information

X1v Acknowledgments

My two “anonymous” readers at Cambridge University Press offered
wonderfully sage observations and suggestions; at Claremont Graduate
University, I received wonderful support and encouragement, including
editorial help from Sarah Eckert and Richard Parnell. Also, I want to
thank Beatrice Rehl, editrix extraordinaire.

A special shout-out is reserved for my BFF, Denise Bolton, who was
with me on my very first trip to Monselice, Italy, with its “creepy saints,”
which ignited some of my fascination with the material in this book;
it was with great delight to have her with me again sixteen years later
to return to the same spot as I worked on this book’s introduction. My
greatest gratitude, finally, I reserve for my family: to Lola for her benevo-
lent condescension toward a mother seemingly obsessed with dead peo-
ple; to Isobel for usually containing her exasperation for a mother who,
monstrously, denied her endless “screen time” seemingly without ever
putting a real cap on my own. As far as solitary pursuits go, I promised
some outstanding young female colleagues that I would thank myself for
being the one to fetch myself healthy snacks and other feats of self-care
while writing because, let’s face it, I have neither a doting wife nor a ser-
vant nor a secretary to make me grain bowls or type my manuscript or
entertain the children while I write — unlike our male colleagues of a
generation or two ago. But last of all, I must acknowledge my fantastic
husband, Thomas A. Lewis, who (although he does not make me grain
bowls) always ensures, daily, that I have the time, space, and care I need
to be productive and engaged. This book could never have been written
without his love, patience, and encouragement.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108471893
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-108-47189-3 — The Early Modern Invention of Late Antique Rome
Nicola Denzey Lewis

Frontmatter

More Information

Abbreviations

I have used standard abbreviations for authors and titles of ancient works
cited in the body of the text: e.g., Eusebius, HE = Eusebius, Historia
Ecclesiastica. Below are abbreviations for book series and journals cited

more than once in this book.

Book Series

44. SS. Acta Sanctorum quotquot toto orbe coluntur. Anvers,
1643~

ANF Ante-Nicene Fathers. Editors A. Roberts, J. Donaldson,
and A. Cleveland Coxe. Buffalo, NY: Christian
Literature Publishing Co., 1886

BAC Bulletin archéologique du Comité des Travaux
Historiques et Scientifiques

CBCR Corpus Basilicarum Christianarum Romae. Editor
R. Krautheimer. 4 vols. Vatican City, 1937-1980

CIy Corpus Inscriptionum Fudaicarum I: Europe. Editor
J. B. Frey. Vatican City, 1936

CIL Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum 6.2-4:

Tutuli Sepulcrales. Editors E. Bormann, G. Henzen

and Chr. Huelsen. Berlin, 1882-1894
Cod. Theod. Codex Theodosianus

CRAI Comptes rendus des séances de ’Academie des
Inscriptions et Belles Lettres

CSEL Corpus scriptorium ecclesiasticorum latinorum

DACL Dictionnaire d’archéologie chrétienne et de liturgie. Editors

F. Cabrol, H. Leclercq, and ]. Marrou. Paris, 1907-
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xvi  List of Abbreviations

GCS Die grieschischen Christlichen Schriftsteller

ICL Inscriptiones Christianae Latinae. Editor Ernst Diehl.
Berlin: Apud Weidmannos, 1925

ICUR Inscriptiones Christianae urbis Romae septimo saeculo

antiquiores. Editor G. B. de Rossi. Nova series, editor
A. Silvagni. Romae: Ex Officina Libraria Pontificia,
1857~

HAWE 2 FJewish Inscriptions of Western Europe. Editor David
Noy. Vol. 2: The City of Rome. New York: Cambridge

University Press, 1995

LCL Loeb Classical Library. Cambridge, MA, and London

LP Le Liber Pontificalis. Texte, introduction et commentaire.
Editor Louis Duchesne. Vol. 1. Paris, 1886

LTUR Lexicon Topographicum Urbis Romae. Editor Eva
Margareta Steinby. Rome: Quasar, 1993-1999

LTUS Suburbium = Lexicon Topographicum Urbis Romae.

Suburbium, 1-8, editors V. Fiocchi Nicolai,
M. G. Granino Cecere, and Z. Mari,
Rome, 2001-2008
MGH SRM  Monumenta Germaniae historica Scriptores rerum
merovingicarum (Berlin, Hannover, and Leipzig)

NPNF A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of
the Christian Church, 2nd series (reprinted Grand
Rapids)

PL Patrologia Latina (Paris)

SC Sources Chrétiennes

Journals

ANRW Aufstieg und Niedergang der Romischer Welt

AFA American Journal of Archaeology

AFAH American Journal of Ancient History

DoP Dumbarton Oaks Papers

HTR Harvard Theological Review

HUCA Hebrew Union College Annual

JAAR FJournal of the American Academy of Religion
FAC FJahrbuch fiir Antike und Christentum

JBL FJournal of Biblical Literature
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Lust of Abbreviations xvii

FJECS FJournal of Early Christian Studies

JEH FJournal of Ecclesiastical History

FLA FJournal of Late Antiquity

FRS Fournal of Roman Studies

F1S8 FJournal of Theological Studies

LASBF Liber Annuus. Studium Biblicom Franciscanum,
Jerusalem

MAAR Memozres of the American Academy in Rome

MDAI Mittedlungen des Deutschen Archaeologischen Instituts

MEFRA Mélanges de IEcole Frangaise de Rome, Antiquité

PBSR Papers of the British School at Rome

RAC Rivista di Archeologia Cristiana

ZKG Zeitschrift fiir Kirchengeschichte
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