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Why do some religious groups protect victims of genocide while oth-

ers do not? This book argues that local religious minorities are more

likely to save persecuted groups from purification campaigns. Two rein-

forcing mechanisms link minority status to rescue operations. First,

religious minorities are better able to setup clandestine organizations

because their members are more committed and inward looking. Sec-

ond, minority elites empathize with targets of purification campaigns,

imbuing their networks with preferences that lead them to resist geno-

cide. A geo-referenced dataset of Jewish evasion in the Netherlands

and Belgium during the Holocaust is deployed to assess the minority

hypothesis. Spatial statistics and archival work reveal that Protestants

were more likely to rescue Jews in Catholic regions of the Low Coun-

tries, while Catholics facilitated evasion in Protestant areas. Postwar

testimonies and secondary literature demonstrate the importance of

minority groups for rescue in other countries during the Holocaust

as well as other episodes of mass violence, underlining that it is the

local position of church communities – and not something inherent to

any religion itself – that produces networks of assistance to threatened

neighbors.

Robert Braun is an Assistant Professor of Sociology and Political Sci-

ence at the University of California, Berkeley. His research focuses on

civil society and intergroup relationships in times of social upheaval.

He has been published in several esteemed journals, including the
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by the Nazis threatened the lives of ancestors on one side of my fam-

ily, while other members of my family saw the killing machine roll out

its tentacles yet decided to do nothing. How could all of this happen to

people very much like myself in the streets that I know so well?
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and non-cynical about the academic enterprise of answering a research

question without losing sight of the fact that “your empirical puzzle”

involved the suffering of thousands and thousands of innocent people.
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My first exposure to the Holocaust came in elementary school when

my teacher decided to dedicate an afternoon session to a discussion on
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Notes on the Text

● In this manuscript I make use of testimonies collected in light of an

honors pension program. Following an agreement with the Social

Insurance Bank, the institution storing and maintaining these files,

I will refer to these testimonies anonymously. Detailed informa-

tion on the individual files can be obtained from the author upon

request.
● Names of locations are translated into English. If an English

translation is lacking, the name in the original language is used.
● All quotations from written sources in French, German or Dutch

are translated into English by the author.
● With a few exceptions in Chapters 5 and 9, visualizations of sta-

tistical models are presented in the main text, while regression

tables and descriptives are presented in appendices at the end of

the chapter.
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