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Why do some religious groups protect victims of genocide while oth-
ers do not? This book argues that local religious minorities are more
likely to save persecuted groups from purification campaigns. Two rein-
forcing mechanisms link minority status to rescue operations. First,
religious minorities are better able to setup clandestine organizations
because their members are more committed and inward looking. Sec-
ond, minority elites empathize with targets of purification campaigns,
imbuing their networks with preferences that lead them to resist geno-
cide. A geo-referenced dataset of Jewish evasion in the Netherlands
and Belgium during the Holocaust is deployed to assess the minority
hypothesis. Spatial statistics and archival work reveal that Protestants
were more likely to rescue Jews in Catholic regions of the Low Coun-
tries, while Catholics facilitated evasion in Protestant areas. Postwar
testimonies and secondary literature demonstrate the importance of
minority groups for rescue in other countries during the Holocaust
as well as other episodes of mass violence, underlining that it is the
local position of church communities — and not something inherent to
any religion itself — that produces networks of assistance to threatened
neighbors.

Robert Braun is an Assistant Professor of Sociology and Political Sci-
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Studying genocide is intriguing but challenging. It poses the ultimate puz-
zle: it feels impossibly far removed from our daily lives, but it is actually
extremely close. Only two generations ago collective killings organized
by the Nazis threatened the lives of ancestors on one side of my fam-
ily, while other members of my family saw the killing machine roll out
its tentacles yet decided to do nothing. How could all of this happen to
people very much like myself in the streets that I know so well?

The main challenge of genocide studies is trying to remain excited
and non-cynical about the academic enterprise of answering a research
question without losing sight of the fact that “your empirical puzzle”
involved the suffering of thousands and thousands of innocent people.
This became crystal clear to me eight months into my fieldwork when,
on a Monday morning, I arrived in the archives to see stacks of Jewish
registration cards waiting for me on my desk. My first thought was one
that blended demoralization and frustration, a feeling very similar to the
one I had when a waiter in the restaurant where I was employed as a
dishwasher at a university loaded yet another pile onto my workstation.
I was living the banality of evil. Was this the same feeling that Hitler’s
bureaucrats — who had written these registration cards in the first place
— had when they arrived in the office after the weekend? This realization
disturbed me, as it stood in stark contrast with how I came to think about
genocide early on in life.

My first exposure to the Holocaust came in elementary school when
my teacher decided to dedicate an afternoon session to a discussion on
the destruction of Dutch Jewry. This decision was taken in response to
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something that had happened during the morning break. Several Dutch
kids had beaten up a Turkish boy. When the teacher stepped in to end
the assaults, the main instigator legitimized his behavior by accusing the
victims dad of stealing his father’s job. The teacher explained to us that
this was a typical case of racism. This brief introduction to the Holocaust
in the Netherlands drove home the point that racism was dangerous and
should be fought with any means necessary. Having done nothing to end
the fight myself, I remember feeling embarrassed after class ended. Espe-
cially since the Turkish boy was one of my best friends at the beginning
of the school year. Ever since, the relationship between the protection of
pluralism and the Holocaust has been edged in my soul, although the
words I used back then were very different.

I started thinking about these issues in more depth for the first time
as an undergrad in the back row of KC-07, the main lecture hall of the
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. Here, Geert de Vries, a bowler hat and
suspenders—wearing sociologist, introduced me and many others to the
ideas of Durkheim, Weber, Goffman and Elias. His extraordinary lectures
changed my life and turned me into a social scientist (although he would
probably not like this term). Under the wings of Harry Ganzeboom,
Ruud Koopmans and Rens Vliegenthart, who all happened to be at the
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam at the time, I published my first papers on
racist violence. Ruud and Harry taught me how to think systematically
and urged me to apply for grad school in the United States.

As a result, this book started as a doctoral dissertation in govern-
ment at Cornell University. Cornell provided a wonderful environment
to develop my ideas; my experiences in classes that I took with David
Patel, Jessica Weeks and Patrick Sullivan are imprinted in the follow-
ing pages. I owe a substantial intellectual debt to my advisors, Sidney
Tarrow, Christopher Way, Alex Kuo and Kevin Morrison. Alex and
Kevin had the rare ability to tear my work apart constructively and
supportively. And, as junior faculty, I thank them for having been so
forthcoming with professional advice as I navigated the often ambigu-
ous social cues that dominate academia. Chris is arguably Cornell
government’s most valuable player: his advice improves the quality
of your work almost instantly. The fact that his students have won
best dissertation awards in international relations, comparative poli-
tics, American politics and sociology is indicative of the quality of
his graduate student training. Professor Tarrow is a superb advisor
and role model. He influenced me intellectually, professionally and
personally. T hope, but highly doubt, that I will be able to live up
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Notes on the Text

®  In this manuscript I make use of testimonies collected in light of an
honors pension program. Following an agreement with the Social
Insurance Bank, the institution storing and maintaining these files,
I will refer to these testimonies anonymously. Detailed informa-
tion on the individual files can be obtained from the author upon
request.

®  Names of locations are translated into English. If an English
translation is lacking, the name in the original language is used.

e All quotations from written sources in French, German or Dutch
are translated into English by the author.

®  With a few exceptions in Chapters 5 and 9, visualizations of sta-
tistical models are presented in the main text, while regression
tables and descriptives are presented in appendices at the end of
the chapter.
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