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NEW YORK: A LITERARY HISTORY

New York City’s streets, parks, museums, architecture and people
appear in an array of literary works published from New York’s ear-
liest settlement to the present day. The exploration of the city as both
a symbol and a reality has formed the basis of New York’s literature.
Using the themes of adaptation, innovation, identity and hope, this
history explores novels, poetry, periodicals and newspapers to exam-
ine how New York’s literature can be understood through the notion
of movement. From the periodicals of the nineteenth century, to the
work of Arabic writers of the city in the early twentieth century, to
literature that explores homelessness, childhood and spaces of tragedy
and resilience within the metropolis, this diverse assessment opens up
new areas of research within urban literature. It provides an innova-
tive examination of how writing has shaped the lives of New Yorkers
and how writing about the city has shaped the modern world.

ross wilson is Director of Liberal Arts at the University of
Nottingham. He studies the modern history, heritage and memory
of New York, with a specific concern for how people form a sense of
place within the city in the past and in the present. His work includes
New York and the First World War: Shaping an American City (2015).

www.cambridge.org/9781108470810
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47081-0 — New York
Edited by Ross Wilson 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108470810
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47081-0 — New York
Edited by Ross Wilson 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

NEW YORK

A Literary History

edited by

ROSS WILSON

University of Nottingham

www.cambridge.org/9781108470810
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47081-0 — New York
Edited by Ross Wilson 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108470810

doi: 10.1017/9781108557139

© Cambridge University Press 2020

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2020

Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ International Ltd. Padstow Cornwall

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

isbn 978-1-108-47081-0 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108470810
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47081-0 — New York
Edited by Ross Wilson 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Contributors page viii
Acknowledgements x

1 Introduction: The History of New York Literature 1

Ross Wilson

part i adaptation and adjustment 17

2 Changing Culture: The Contribution of European
Immigrants to New York City Literature, 1870–1940 19

Martino Marazzi

3 Agitators and Intellectuals: Radical Jewish Storytellers 31

Catherine Morley

4 The Mirror of the West: Arab American Literature in Early
Twentieth-Century New York City 46

Raphael Cormack

5 Writing the Big Apple in Chinese and Chinese American
Literature 61

Pin-chia Feng

part ii innovation and inspiration 77

6 Sharing Social Space: New York as a City of the Housed
and Unhoused 79

Dorothea Löbbermann

7 Health Reform in the Mid-Nineteenth-Century New York
Periodical Press 94

David Dowling

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108470810
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47081-0 — New York
Edited by Ross Wilson 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

8 Neoliberal New York: Contemporary Literature
and the Politics of Urban Redevelopment 107

Catalina Neculai

9 The Marvellous and the Mundane: Ekphrastic
New York Novels 123

Monika Gehlawat

part iii identity and place 137

10 Growing Up in Manhattan: Children’s Literature
and New York City 139

Pádraic Whyte

11 Wartime Reading in the City, 1914–1918 152

Ross Wilson

12 The Periodical and the Flâneur in Early New York Writing 165

Peter Ferry

13 Multiple Voices: New York City Poetry 180

Rona Cran

14 The New York School? Towards a Definition 194

Yasmine Shamma

part iv tragedy and hope 213

15 The Spatial Drama of Hope and Desire in Contemporary
New York City Literature 215

Bart Eeckhout

16 New and Old Amsterdam in Twenty-First Century Fiction:
The Goldfinch (2013), Netherland (2008) and Open City (2011) 227

Maria Lauret

17 Beats, Black Culture and Bohemianism
in Mid-Twentieth-Century New York City 240

Douglas Field

18 ‘The Sixth Borough’: Imagining New York after 9/11 252

Birgit Däwes

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108470810
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47081-0 — New York
Edited by Ross Wilson 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

19 Walking the City: An Experience of New York in American
Fiction 265

Nathalie Cochoy

20 Afterword 285

Lisa Keller

Bibliography 296

Index 322

Contents vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108470810
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47081-0 — New York
Edited by Ross Wilson 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contributors

nathalie cochoy, Professor of American Literature, University of
Toulouse–Jean Jaurès

raphael cormack, Graduate Student, University of Edinburgh

rona cran, Lecturer in Twentieth-Century American Literature, University
of Birmingham
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dorothea löbbermann, Associate Professor of American Studies,
Humboldt University of Berlin

martino marazzi, Lecturer in Italian Literature, University of Milan

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108470810
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47081-0 — New York
Edited by Ross Wilson 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

catherine morley, Associate Professor inAmerican Literature,University
of Leicester

catalina neculai, Assistant Professor, Coventry University

yasmine shamma, Lecturer, University of Reading
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