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REALISM FOR REALISTIC PEOPLE

In this innovative book, Hasok Chang constructs a philosophy
of science for ‘realistic people’ interested in understanding and
promoting the actual practices of inquiry in science and other
knowledge-focused areas of life. Inspired by pragmatist philosophy,
he reconceives the very notions of reality and truth on the basis of his
concept of the ‘operational coherence’ of epistemic activities and
offers new pragmatist conceptions of truth and reality as operational
ideals achievable in actual scientific practice. Rejecting the version of
scientific realism that is concerned with claiming that our theories
correspond to an ultimate reality, he proposes instead an ‘activist
realism’: a commitment to do all that we can actually do to improve
our knowledge of realities. His book will appeal to scholars and
students in philosophy, science and the history of science, and all
who are concerned about the place of science and empirical truth
in society.

  is the Hans Rausing Professor of History and
Philosophy of Science at the University of Cambridge. He is the
author of Inventing Temperature: Measurement and Scientific Progress
(), joint winner of the  Lakatos Award, and of Is Water
H


O? Evidence, Realism and Pluralism ().
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(Andrea Loettgers), Simon Fraser (Holly Andersen), Toronto (Hakob
Barseghyan), Montevideo (Lucía Lewowicz) and many other places, as
well as various conference series including SPSP, &HPS, PSA, CLMPST
and the European Pragmatism Conference. I thank not only the people
named above as my main hosts, but many others who lent me their
thoughts and ears on all those occasions.
There are a number of other people that I would like to thank for their

helpful critical and constructive feedback on earlier versions of various
parts of this book over many years. It is impossible to mention all of them,
but I especially want to mention Nancy Cartwright, Roberto Torretti, Paul
Teller, Miriam Solomon, Léna Soler, Jamie Shaw, Mike Stuart, Alison
Wylie, Sabina Leonelli, Jeremy Butterfield; and also Anna Alexandrova,
Rachel Ankeny, Theodore Arabatzis, Marina Banchetti, Ann-Sophie
Barwich, Mieke Boon, Karim Bschir, Julia Bursten, Anjan Chakravartty,
Alan Chalmers, Mazviita Chirimuuta, Stijn Conix, Claudia Cristalli,
Adrian Currie, Henk de Regt, Stuart Firestein, Dagfinn Føllesdal, Peter
Galison, Marta Halina, Clevis Headley, Robin Hendry, Gerald Holton,
Phyllis Illari, Alistair Isaac, Katie Kendig, Ken Kendler, Helen Lauer, Tim
Lewens, Geoffrey Lloyd, Cheryl Misak, Miguel Ohnesorge, Themis

Acknowledgements xi

www.cambridge.org/9781108470384
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-47038-4 — Realism for Realistic People
Hasok Chang 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Pantazakos, Lydia Patton, Huw Price, Karoliina Pulkkinen, Ken Schaffner,
Dunja Šešelja, William Simpson, George Smith, Christian Straßer,
Mauricio Suárez, Katie Tabb, Dave Teplow, Nick Teh, Peter Vickers,
Rick Welch, Bill Wimsatt and Jim Woodward.

Nearer home, I thank my colleagues, students and other members
and associates of the Department of History and Philosophy of Science
at the University of Cambridge for providing a most congenial and
stimulating intellectual environment and first-rate library resources and
administrative support.

Through all these interactions and many others, I have felt that a certain
global scholarly village felt the need for a book like this, and somehow
nominated me to write it. In actual practice this meant that when
I presented earlier versions of the material contained in this book, so many
of you encouraged me so enthusiastically but also told me that I needed to
do more, and better. I especially have in mind the community that formed
through the Society for Philosophy of Science in Practice (SPSP). This
book is for you, and I hope it is worth the wait.

xii Acknowledgements

www.cambridge.org/9781108470384
www.cambridge.org

