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THE SINGLE LIFE IN THE ROMAN
AND LATER ROMAN WORLD

Using a variety of historical sources and methodological approaches,
this book presents the first large-scale study of single men and women
in the Roman world, from the Roman Republic to Late Antiquity,
and covering virtually all periods of the ancient Mediterranean. It
asks how singleness was defined and for what reasons people might
find themselves unmarried. While marriage was generally favoured by
philosophers and legislators, with the arguments against it largely
confined to genres like satire and comedy, the advent of Christianity
brought about a more complex range of thinking regarding its
desirability. Demographic, archaeological and socioeconomic per-
spectives are considered, and in particular the relationship of single-
ness to Roman household and family structures. The volume
concludes by introducing a number of comparative perspectives,
drawn from the early Islamic world and from other parts of Europe
down to and including the nineteenth century, in order to highlight
possibilities for the Roman world.

SABINE R. HUEBNER is Professor of Ancient History at the Univer-
sity of Basel in Switzerland. Her research focuses on the everyday
lives of the common people in Antiquity. Among many other titles,
she has published 7he Family in Roman Egypt (Cambridge 2013) and
Papyri and the Social World of the New Testament (Cambridge 2019).
She is currently leading two large-scale projects on Roman Egypt
funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation at the University
of Basel.

CHRISTIAN LAES is Professor of Ancient History at the University of
Manchester in the United Kingdom and Professor of Ancient History
and Latin at the University of Antwerp in Belgium. He studies the
social and cultural history of Roman and Late Antiquity, paying
particular attention to the human life-course: childhood, youth,
family, sexuality and disabilities. His books include Children in the
Roman Empire: Outsiders Within (Cambridge 2011), Youth in the
Roman Empire: The Young and the Restless Years? (with Johan Strubbe;
Cambridge 2014) and Disabilities and the Disabled in the Roman
World: A Social and Cultural History (Cambridge 2018).
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