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THE SINGLE LIFE IN THE ROMAN
AND LATER ROMAN WORLD

Using a variety of historical sources and methodological approaches,
this book presents the first large-scale study of single men and women
in the Roman world, from the Roman Republic to Late Antiquity,
and covering virtually all periods of the ancient Mediterranean. It
asks how singleness was defined and for what reasons people might
find themselves unmarried. While marriage was generally favoured by
philosophers and legislators, with the arguments against it largely
confined to genres like satire and comedy, the advent of Christianity
brought about a more complex range of thinking regarding its
desirability. Demographic, archaeological and socioeconomic per-
spectives are considered, and in particular the relationship of single-
ness to Roman household and family structures. The volume
concludes by introducing a number of comparative perspectives,
drawn from the early Islamic world and from other parts of Europe
down to and including the nineteenth century, in order to highlight
possibilities for the Roman world.

 .  is Professor of Ancient History at the Univer-
sity of Basel in Switzerland. Her research focuses on the everyday
lives of the common people in Antiquity. Among many other titles,
she has published The Family in Roman Egypt (Cambridge ) and
Papyri and the Social World of the New Testament (Cambridge ).
She is currently leading two large-scale projects on Roman Egypt
funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation at the University
of Basel.

  is Professor of Ancient History at the University of
Manchester in the United Kingdom and Professor of Ancient History
and Latin at the University of Antwerp in Belgium. He studies the
social and cultural history of Roman and Late Antiquity, paying
particular attention to the human life-course: childhood, youth,
family, sexuality and disabilities. His books include Children in the
Roman Empire: Outsiders Within (Cambridge ), Youth in the
Roman Empire: The Young and the Restless Years? (with Johan Strubbe;
Cambridge ) and Disabilities and the Disabled in the Roman
World: A Social and Cultural History (Cambridge ).

www.cambridge.org/9781108470179
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47017-9 — The Single Life in the Roman and Later Roman World
Edited by Sabine R. Huebner , Christian Laes 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org/9781108470179
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47017-9 — The Single Life in the Roman and Later Roman World
Edited by Sabine R. Huebner , Christian Laes 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

THE SINGLE LIFE IN THE
ROMAN AND LATER

ROMAN WORLD

 

SABINE R. HUEBNER
University of Basel, Switzerland

CHRISTIAN LAES
University of Antwerp, Belgium

University of Manchester, United Kingdom

www.cambridge.org/9781108470179
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47017-9 — The Single Life in the Roman and Later Roman World
Edited by Sabine R. Huebner , Christian Laes 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge  , United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, th Floor, New York,  , USA

 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne,  , Australia

–, rd Floor, Plot , Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – , India

 Anson Road, #–/, Singapore 

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/

: ./

© Cambridge University Press 

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 

Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ International Ltd. Padstow Cornwall

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

 ---- Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108470179
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47017-9 — The Single Life in the Roman and Later Roman World
Edited by Sabine R. Huebner , Christian Laes 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Contributors page viii
Acknowledgements x

 

 What’s in a Single? Roman Antiquity and a Comparative
World Approach 

Christian Laes

 ,  

  

 Single Men and Women in Pagan Society: The Case of
Roman Egypt 

Sabine R. Huebner

 Looking for Singles in the Archaeological Record
of Roman Egypt 

Anna Lucille Boozer

 Between Coercion and Compulsion? The Impact of
Occupations and Economic Interests on the Relational Status
of Slaves and Freedmen 

Wim Broekaert

      

 Singles, Sex and Status in the Augustan Marriage Legislation 

Judith Evans Grubbs

 ‘Singleness’ in Cicero and Catullus 

Harri Kiiskinen

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108470179
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47017-9 — The Single Life in the Roman and Later Roman World
Edited by Sabine R. Huebner , Christian Laes 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

 Tracing Roman Ideas on Female Singleness: Virgil’s Aeneid 

Elina Pyy

 Single as a Lena: The Depiction of Procuresses in Augustan
Literature 

Mina Petrova

   

 (Why) Was Jesus Single? 

John W. Martens

 Contesting the Jerusalem Temple: James, Nazirite Vows
and Celibacy 

Kevin Funderburk

   :     

   

 Singles and Singleness in the Christian Epigraphic
Evidence from Rome (c. – CE) 

Thomas Goessens

 Different Ways of Life: Being Single in the Fourth
Century CE 

Raffaella Cribiore

 Single Life in Late Antiquity? Virgins between the Earthly
and the Heavenly Family 

Ville Vuolanto

 Being a Bachelor in Late Antiquity: Desire and Social Norms
in the Experience of Augustine 

Geoffrey Nathan

 Single People in Early Byzantine Literature 

Stephanos Efthymiadis

 “Listen to My Mistreatment”: Support Networks for
Widows and Divorcées in the Coptic Record 

Jennifer Cromwell

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108470179
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47017-9 — The Single Life in the Roman and Later Roman World
Edited by Sabine R. Huebner , Christian Laes 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

  

 Celibacy and Sexual Abstinence in Early Islam 

Mohammed Hocine Benkheira

 To Marry or Not to Marry in Fifteenth- and Sixteenth-century
Cities, with Antwerp and Bruges as Case Studies 

Julie De Groot

 Singleness in Nineteenth-century Italy: Permanent Celibacy
and Solitariness between Coercion and Free Choice 

Matteo Manfredini

Bibliography 

General Index 

Index Locorum 

Contents vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108470179
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47017-9 — The Single Life in the Roman and Later Roman World
Edited by Sabine R. Huebner , Christian Laes 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contributors

Mohammed Hocine Benkheira is Directeur d’Études at the École Pratique
des Hautes Études, Section des Sciences religieuses.

Anna Lucille Boozer is an Associate Professor of Roman Mediterranean
Archaeology at Baruch College City University, New York.

Wim Broekaert is a Postdoctoral Researcher of Ancient History at the
University of Ghent.

Raffaella Cribiore is a Professor of Classics at New York University.

Jennifer Cromwell is Lecturer in Ancient History at Manchester Metro-
politan University.

Julie De Groot is a Researcher of History at the University of Antwerp.

Stephanos Efthymiadis is Professor of the Programme of Studies of
Hellenic Culture at the Open University of Cyprus.

Judith Evans Grubbs is Betty Gage Holland Professor of Roman History
at Emory University.

Kevin Funderburk is an independent scholar.

Thomas Goessens is an independent scholar.

Sabine R. Huebner is Professor of Ancient History at the University
of Basel.

Harri Kiiskinen is a Postdoctoral Researcher of History at the University
of Turku.

Christian Laes is Professor of Ancient History at the University of Man-
chester and Professor of Ancient History and Latin at the University of
Antwerp.

viii

www.cambridge.org/9781108470179
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47017-9 — The Single Life in the Roman and Later Roman World
Edited by Sabine R. Huebner , Christian Laes 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Matteo Manfredini is a Professor of the Department of Chemical Sciences,
Life and Environmental Sustainability at the University of Parma.

John W. Martens is a Professor in the Faculty of Theology at the Univer-
sity of St Thomas, St Paul.

Geoffrey Nathan is an Adjunct Professor of History at San Diego State
University and Honorary Senior Lecturer at the University of New
South Wales.

Mina Petrova teaches Latin Terminology at the Medical University
of Sofia.

Elina Pyy is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the University of Helsinki.

Ville Vuolanto is a Lecturer in History at the University of Tampere.

Contributors ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108470179
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-47017-9 — The Single Life in the Roman and Later Roman World
Edited by Sabine R. Huebner , Christian Laes 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgements

The idea of having a conference on The Single Life in the Roman and Later
Roman World first came to mind because hardly anything had been said
before on this quite fashionable modern concept.

It took networking, communication between friends and colleagues,
and fundraising to give shape to the initial idea. Surely it was worth
making the effort, since the conference held at the Academia Belgica in
Rome (– May ) has stuck in the minds of its participants as a
most interesting event, full of engaging exchange and scholarly discussions.

We are most grateful to the many institutions which made this confer-
ence happen. To the various academies, for providing lodging to the
participants: Academia Belgica, Istituto Svizzero di Roma, Institutum
Romanum Finlandiae and the Royal Netherlands Institute. To the Uni-
versity of Antwerp, Department of History, to the Roman Society
Research Centre (University of Ghent) and to the Institute of Ancient
History at the University of Basel for generous funding.

The anonymous readers of Cambridge University Press provided both
the editors and the contributors with challenging comments, which very
much helped to improve the volume. Michael Sharp and the editorial team
of CUP were indispensable for the succesful production of the book. We
owe them many thanks.

During the conference, Ilse Mueller presented her paper. She had been
invited because her  article on Single Women in Funerary Inscriptions
was seminal for the topic of the conference. Ilse passed away on October
. With great sadness, we acknowledge the death of a respected
scholar, whose area of research was on marginalized groups in the
ancient world.

Antwerp, Basel, Manchester,
October .

x

www.cambridge.org/9781108470179
www.cambridge.org

