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The Emergence and Development of English
An Introduction

This textbook provides a step-by-step introduction to the history of the English language
(HEL), offering a fresh perspective on the process of language change. Aimed at
undergraduate students, The Emergence and Development of English is accessibly written,
and contains a wealth of pedagogical tools, including chapter openers, key terms, chapter
summaries, end-of-chapter exercises, and suggestions for further reading.

A central theme of the book is “emergence,” the key term from the study of complex
systems, which describes how massive numbers of random verbal interactions give rise to
regularities that “emerge” without specific causes. This unique approach encourages
readers to incorporate complex systems into the mainstream coverage of HEL. Additional
resources include examples of language from each period as well as appendices on
terminology, online resources, and audio samples.

BILL KRETZSCHMAR is the Harry and Jane Willson Professor in Humanities at the University of
Georgia, and also has an appointment at the University of Oulu (Finland). He is Editor of

the American Linguistic Atlas Project, the oldest and largest national research project
surveying how people speak differently across the country, and has provided American
pronunciations for the online Oxford English Dictionary and other dictionaries in the Oxford
US Dictionaries program. In 2014 he held an ACLS Digital Innovation fellowship, during which
he developed a computer simulation to model language change. Recent works include the
Routledge Dictionary of Pronunciation for Current English (2017) with Clive Upton, and
Exploring Linguistic Science: Language Use, Complexity, and Interaction (2018) with Allison
Burkette.
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Cambridge Introductions to the English Language

Cambridge Introductions to the English Language is a series of accessible undergraduate
textbooks on the key topics encountered in the study of the English Language. Tailored to suit
the needs of individual taught course modules, each book is written by an author with
extensive experience of teaching the topic to undergraduates. The books assume no prior
subject knowledge, and present the basic facts in a clear and straightforward manner,
making them ideal for beginners. They are designed to be maximally reader-friendly, with
chapter summaries, glossaries, and suggestions for further reading. Extensive exercises and
discussion questions are included, encouraging students to consolidate and develop their
learning, and providing essential homework material. A website accompanies each book,
featuring solutions to the exercises and useful additional resources. Set to become the
leading introductions to the field, books in this series provide the essential knowledge and
skills for those embarking on English Language studies.

Books in the series

Meaning in English Javier Valenzuela

The Sound Structure of English Chris McCully
Old English Jeremy J. Smith

English Around the World Edgar W. Schneider

English Words and Sentences Eva Duran Eppler and Gabriel 0zon
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