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The Emergence and Development of English

An Introduction

This textbook provides a step-by-step introduction to the history of the English language

(HEL), offering a fresh perspective on the process of language change. Aimed at

undergraduate students, The Emergence and Development of English is accessibly written,

and contains a wealth of pedagogical tools, including chapter openers, key terms, chapter

summaries, end-of-chapter exercises, and suggestions for further reading.

A central theme of the book is “emergence,” the key term from the study of complex

systems, which describes how massive numbers of random verbal interactions give rise to

regularities that “emerge” without specific causes. This unique approach encourages

readers to incorporate complex systems into the mainstream coverage of HEL. Additional

resources include examples of language from each period as well as appendices on

terminology, online resources, and audio samples.

BILL KRETZSCHMAR is the Harry and Jane Willson Professor in Humanities at the University of

Georgia, and also has an appointment at the University of Oulu (Finland). He is Editor of

the American Linguistic Atlas Project, the oldest and largest national research project

surveying how people speak differently across the country, and has provided American

pronunciations for the online Oxford English Dictionary and other dictionaries in the Oxford

US Dictionaries program. In 2014 he held an ACLS Digital Innovation fellowship, during which

he developed a computer simulation to model language change. Recent works include the

Routledge Dictionary of Pronunciation for Current English (2017) with Clive Upton, and

Exploring Linguistic Science: Language Use, Complexity, and Interaction (2018) with Allison

Burkette.
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Cambridge Introductions to the English Language

Cambridge Introductions to the English Language is a series of accessible undergraduate

textbooks on the key topics encountered in the study of the English Language. Tailored to suit

the needs of individual taught course modules, each book is written by an author with

extensive experience of teaching the topic to undergraduates. The books assume no prior

subject knowledge, and present the basic facts in a clear and straightforward manner,

making them ideal for beginners. They are designed to be maximally reader-friendly, with

chapter summaries, glossaries, and suggestions for further reading. Extensive exercises and

discussion questions are included, encouraging students to consolidate and develop their

learning, and providing essential homework material. A website accompanies each book,

featuring solutions to the exercises and useful additional resources. Set to become the

leading introductions to the field, books in this series provide the essential knowledge and

skills for those embarking on English Language studies.

Books in the series

Meaning in English Javier Valenzuela

The Sound Structure of English Chris McCully

Old English Jeremy J. Smith

English Around the World Edgar W. Schneider

English Words and Sentences Eva Duran Eppler and Gabriel Ozón

www.cambridge.org/9781108469982
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-46998-2 — The Emergence and Development of English
William A. Kretzschmar, Jr 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

The Emergence and
Development of English

An Introduction

William A. Kretzschmar Jr.

University of Georgia

www.cambridge.org/9781108469982
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-46998-2 — The Emergence and Development of English
William A. Kretzschmar, Jr 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108469982
DOI: 10.1017/9781108555777

© William A. Kretzschmar Jr. 2018

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2018

Printed in the United Kingdom by TJ International Ltd. Padstow Cornwall

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Kretzschmar, William A., Jr., author.
Title: The emergence and development of English : an introduction /
William A. Kretzschmar Jr.
Description: Cambridge ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2018. | Series:
Cambridge introductions to the English language | Includes bibliographical references.
Identifiers: LCCN 2018007059| ISBN 9781108469982 (hardback) |
ISBN 9781108455114 (paperback)
Subjects: LCSH: English language – History – Textbooks.
Classification: LCC PE1075 .K89 2018 | DDC 420.9–dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2018007059

ISBN 978-1-108-46998-2 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-45511-4 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108469982
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-46998-2 — The Emergence and Development of English
William A. Kretzschmar, Jr 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

Acknowledgments page vi

Introduction 1

1 Popular English: What We Think We Know 4

2 Emergence 16

3 Indo-European 39

4 Origins of English 55

5 Old English 65

6 Early Middle English 85

7 Late Middle English 99

8 Early Modern English 113

9 Modern English 130

10 Contemporary English 149

11 Standard English 165

12 The Future of English 182

Appendix 1 Terms and Concepts for Studying the

English Language: Expression of Words with

Sounds 191

Appendix 2 Terms and Concepts for Studying the

English Language: Beyond Expression to Content 203

Appendix 3 Words in Use: Meaning and Corpora 214

Glossary 225

References 245

Index 254

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108469982
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-46998-2 — The Emergence and Development of English
William A. Kretzschmar, Jr 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

This book has emerged frommy own attempts over recent years to integrate

complex systems in the History of the English Language (HEL) course I

teach at my university. While I admire the rigorous analysis of traditional

historical linguistics, which I learned at the hands of people like Sherman

Kuhn and Fred Robinson, I have thought that it was time for a change in

how we present HEL to our students today. We should not abandon tradi-

tional ideas and methods, but we need to explain our findings more com-

prehensively, more scientifically, for students who need information about

English today. Some students will be teachers, some researchers in English

language or literature, some in all kinds of careers – HEL regularly attracts

all kinds of students. My first acknowledgment is to my students, who have

put up with my efforts to teach them in a different way and who have made

many suggestions for how to do it better.

Next, I am grateful to many anonymous readers for Cambridge

University Press who offered a great many excellent suggestions. Of course,

any problems that remain in the book are not their responsibility but my

own. This book is supposed to be the “short” book on HEL, so it cannot

compete in terms of the details of HEL with the many larger books in the

area. And every teacher of HEL will have special interests not treated here.

The CUP readers made me very aware of these facts, and I hope that I have

found a middle path between the need for a brief treatment of HEL and the

readers’ expectations based on larger books.

Finally, I would like to thank my many friends from SHEL (the Studies in

the History of the English Language conference), who have shown me a

great deal about the English language that has shaped my views, among

them the late Bob Stockwell and Dick Bailey, and DonkaMinkova,Michael

Adams, Anne Curzan, and Laura Wright.

vi

www.cambridge.org/9781108469982
www.cambridge.org

