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Bringing together a team of global experts, this is the first volume to focus on
the ways in which meanings are ascribed to actions in social interaction. It
builds on the research traditions of Conversation Analysis and Pragmatics,
and highlights the role of interactional, social, linguistic, multimodal, and
epistemic factors in the formation and ascription of action-meanings. It shows
how inference and intention ascription are displayed and drawn upon by
participants in social interaction. Each chapter reveals practices, processes,
and uses of action ascription, based on the analysis of audio and video
recordings from nine different languages. Action ascription is conceptualised
in this volume as not merely a cognitive process, but a social action in its own
right that is used for managing interactional concerns and guiding the subse-
quent course of social interaction. It will be essential reading for academic
researchers and advanced students interested in the relationship between
language, behaviour, and social interaction.
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