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Abstract: The doctrine of the Incarnation, that Jesus Christ was both truly
God and truly human, is the foundation and cornerstone of traditional
Christian theism. And yet this traditional teaching appears to verge on

incoherence. How can one person be both God, having all the
perfections of divinity, and human, having all the limitations of
humanity? This is the fundamental philosophical problem of the
Incarnation. Perhaps a solution is found in an analysis of what the
traditional teaching meant by person, divinity, and humanity, or in
understanding how divinity and humanity were united in a single
person. This Element presents that traditional teaching, then returns to
the incoherence problem to showcase various solutions offered to it.

Keywords: Incarnation, Conciliar Christology, theism, metaphysics

© Timothy J. Pawl 2020

ISBNs: 9781108457521 (PB), 9781108558341 (OC)
ISSNs: 2399-5165 (online), 2515-9763 (print)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108457521
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-45752-1 — The Incarnation
Timothy J. Pawl

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

1 Introduction 1
2 The Person 5
3 The Divinity of Christ 10
4 The Humanity of Christ 13
5 The Hypostatic Union 23
6 The Activities of Christ 27
7 The Fundamental Philosophical Problem 36
8 Conclusion 54

References 55

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108457521
www.cambridge.org

