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patents on life

This volume brings a unique collection of legal, religious, ethical, and political perspec-
tives to bear on debates concerning biotechnology patents, or ‘patents on life’. The ever-
increasing importance of biotechnologies has generated continual questions about how
intellectual property law should treat such technologies, especially those raising ethical
or social-justice concerns. Even after many years and court decisions, important con-
tested issues remain concerning ownership of and rewards from biotechnology – from
human genetic material to genetically engineered plants – and regarding the scope of
moral or social-justice limitations on patents or licensing practices. This book explores a
range of related issues, including questions concerning morality and patentability,
biotechnology and human dignity, and what constitutes fair rewards from genetic
resources. It features high-level international, interfaith, and cross-disciplinary contribu-
tions from experts in law, religion, and ethics, including academics and practitioners,
placing religious and secular perspectives into dialogue to examine the full implications
of patenting life.

Thomas C. Berg is James L. Oberstar Professor of Law and Public Policy at the University
of St. Thomas School of Law. He is a leading scholar of Church–State relations and a
leader in exploring the intersection of intellectual property, religion, and social ethics.

Roman Cholij is Research Associate at the Von Hügel Institute for Critical Catholic
Inquiry, St Edmund’s College, University of Cambridge and a Chartered Trade Mark
Attorney. He has written two books, several book chapters, and numerous articles on
various aspects of law and of theology.

Simon Ravenscroft is the Arts Outreach Fellow at Magdalene College, and a Research
Associate of the Von Hügel Institute for Critical Catholic Inquiry at St Edmund’s
College, University of Cambridge. He has published on a range of topics across the
fields of theology, philosophy, and social theory.
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‘Charité, amour et don dans l’oeuvre d’Ivan Illich’, in Ivan Illich, l’alchimiste

des possibles, Martin Fortier and Thierry Paquot, eds. (Lemieux Editeur, 2016):

165–211.

Christopher Rennie-Smith is a European patent consultant, and former chairman

of a Board of Appeal and member of the Enlarged Board of Appeal at the

European Patent Office.

Mohammed El Said, PhD, is Professor in International Trade and Intellectual

Property Law, Lancashire Law School, University of Central Lancashire. His

recent publications include ‘TRIPS-Plus, Public Health and Performance-Based

Rewards Schemes Options and Supplements for Policy Formation in Developing

and Least Developed Countries’, American University International Law Review

31 (2016): 373–444.

Joshua D. Sarnoff is a professor of law at DePaul University College of Law and

a faculty member in and former director of the Center for Intellectual Property

Law and Information Technology (CIPLIT). He is the author of, among other

works, ‘Patent Eligible Inventions after Bilski: History and Theory’,Hastings Law

Journal 63 (December 2011): 53–125.

Ingrid Schneider is Professor of Political Science in the Centre for Ethics in

Information Technologies at the Department of Informatics, and in the Centre

for Bio-Governance, at the Universität Hamburg, Germany. Her most recent

publication is The Politics of Big Data: Big Data – Big Brother?, edited with

Ann Rudinow Saetnan and Nicola Green (Routledge, 2018).

List of Contributors ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108450881
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-45088-1 — Patents on Life: Religious, Moral, and Social Justice Aspects of
Biotechnology and Intellectual Property
Edited by Thomas C. Berg , Roman Cholij , Simon Ravenscroft
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Katerina Sideri is Marie Curie Individual Fellow based at the University of Ghent.

Her most recent book is Bioproperty, Biomedicine and Deliberative Governance:

Patents as Discourse on Life (Routledge, 2014).

Steven S. Weiner is Deputy General Counsel, Intellectual Property for SRI

International, an independent not-for-profit research institute, and a part-time

lecturer at the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School. He and Michael

Broyde have been studying and writing on matters of Jewish law together for forty

years; their most recent article together was ‘Understanding Rights in Context:

Freedom of Contract or Freedom from Contract?’, Journal of the Beth Din of

America 1 (Spring 2012): 48–65.

Paul J. Wojda is Associate Professor of Theology, University of St. Thomas

(Minnesota), and author of, among other things, ‘Adoration, Veneration,

Plastination: Theo-Liturgical Reflections’, in T. Christine Jespersen, Alicita

Rodriquez, and Joseph Starr, eds., The Anatomy of Body Worlds: Critical Essays

on the Plastinated Cadavers of Gunther von Hagens (McFarland & Company,

2009): 211–27.

x List of Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108450881
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-45088-1 — Patents on Life: Religious, Moral, and Social Justice Aspects of
Biotechnology and Intellectual Property
Edited by Thomas C. Berg , Roman Cholij , Simon Ravenscroft
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Prefatory Note and Acknowledgements
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