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1989

The collapse of the Berlin Wall has come to represent the entry of an

isolated region onto the global stage. On the contrary, this study argues

that Communist states had in fact long been shapers of an interconnecting

world, with 1989 instead marking a choice by local elites about the form

that globalisation should take. Published to coincide with the thirtieth

anniversary of the 1989 revolutions, this work draws on material from local

archives to international institutions to explore the place of Eastern Europe

in the emergence, since the 1970s, of a new world order that combined

neoliberal economics and liberal democracy with increasingly bordered

civilizational, racial, and religious identities. An original and wide-ranging

history, it explores the importance of the region’s links to the West, East

Asia, Africa, and Latin America in this global transformation, reclaiming

the era’s other visions such as socialist democracy and authoritarian mod-

ernization that had been lost in triumphalist histories of market liberalism.
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New Approaches to European History is an important textbook series,

which provides concise but authoritative surveys of major themes and

problems in European history since the Renaissance. Written at a level

and length accessible to advanced school students and undergraduates,

each book in the series addresses topics or themes that students of

European history encounter daily: the series embraces both some of

the more ‘traditional’ subjects of study and those cultural and social

issues to which increasing numbers of school and college courses are

devoted. A particular effort is made to consider the wider international

implications of the subject under scrutiny.

To aid the student reader, scholarly apparatus and annotation is light,

but each work has full supplementary bibliographies and notes for

further reading: where appropriate, chronologies, maps, diagrams, and

other illustrative material are also provided.

For a complete list of titles published in the series, please see:

www.cambridge.org/newapproaches
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