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LAW, LOVE AND FREEDOM

How does one lead a life of law, love and freedom? This inquiry has very deep roots
in the Judeo—Christian tradition. Indeed, the divergent answers to this inquiry
mark the transition from Judeo to Christian. This book returns to those roots to
trace the twists and turns that these ideas have taken as they move from the sacred
to the secular. It relates our most important mode of social organization, law, to
two of our most cherished values, love and freedom. In this book, Joshua Neoh
sketches the moral vision that underlies our modern legal order and traces our
secular legal ideas (constitutionalism versus anarchism) to their theological origins
(monasticism versus antinomianism). Law, Love and Freedom brings together
a diverse cast of characters, including Paul and Luther, Augustine and Aquinas,
monks and Gnostics, and constitutionalists and anarchists. This book is valuable to
all lawyers, philosophers, theologians and historians who are interested in law as
a humanistic discipline.

Joshua Neoh is a tenured faculty member at the law school of the Australian
National University (ANU). He completed his LLB at the ANU, LLM at Yale, and
PhD at Cambridge, and held visiting research positions at Harvard and Oxford. He
is committed to an interdisciplinary study of law, and he has published in the fields
of law and religion, law and literature, law and culture, law and philosophy, and
law and the humanities.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108446624
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-44662-4 — Law, Love and Freedom
Joshua Neoh

Frontmatter

More Information

LAW AND CHRISTIANITY

Series Editor
John Witte, Jr., Emory University

Editorial Board
Nigel Biggar, University of Oxford

Marta Cartabia, Italian Constitutional Court / University of Milano-Bicocca

Sarah Coakley, University of Cambridge

Norman Doe, Cardiff University
Rafael Domingo, Emory University / University of Navarra
Brian Ferme, Marcianum, Venice
Richard W. Garnett, University of Notre Dame

Robert P. George, Princeton University

Mary Ann Glendon, Harvard University

Kent Greenawalt, Columbia University

Robin Griffith-Jones, Temple Church, London / King’s College London

Gary S. Hauk, Emory University

R. H. Helmholz, University of Chicago

Mark Hill OC, Inner Temple, London / Cardiff University
Wolfgang Huber, Bishop Emeritus, United Protestant Church of Germany / Universities of
Heidelberg, Berlin, and Stellenbosch
Michael W. McConnell, Stanford University
John McGuckin, Union Theological Seminary
Mark A. Noll, University of Notre Dame
Jeremy Waldron, New York University / University of Oxford
Michael Welker, University of Heidelberg

The Law and Christianity series publishes cutting-edge work on Catholic, Protestant, and
Orthodox Christian contributions to public, private, penal, and procedural law and legal
theory. The series aims to promote deep Christian reflection by leading scholars on the
fundamentals of law and politics, to build further ecumenical legal understanding across
Christian denominations, and to link and amplify the diverse and sometimes isolated
Christian legal voices and visions at work in the academy. Works collected by the series
include groundbreaking monographs, historical and thematic anthologies, and translations
by leading scholars around the globe.
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To my first love.
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