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civilizing disability society

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) is
increasingly used to civilize grassroots disabled persons’ organizations (DPOs) around the
world. The international disability rights movement actively promotes the CRPD’s key
norm that disabled persons mobilize in support of their rights under the Convention.
The unintended consequence of these activities, however, is that local groups focused on
social support and service provision, rather than disability-rights advocacy, are targeted for
change. While the resources provided by international actors to grassroots organizations
provide new opportunities, they also create barriers to local groups’ ability to promote full
civic participation of their members in the local community. Through a detailed account
of grassroots DPOs in Nicaragua, Civilizing Disability Society demonstrates how local
organizations navigate pressures from abroad as they attempt to concretely address the
health, education and economic needs of their members at home.

stephen j. meyers is an Assistant Professor at the University of Washington with joint
appointments in Law, Societies & Justice, International Studies and Disability Studies.
He has close to two decades of experience working with grassroots disability associations
in the Global South as a researcher, advocate and project implementer.
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CAMBRIDGE DISABILITY LAW AND POLICY SERIES

Edited by Peter Blanck and Robin Paul Malloy

The Disability Law and Policy series examines these topics in interdisciplinary and
comparative terms. The books in the series reflect the diversity of definitions, causes, and
consequences of discrimination against persons with disabilities while illuminating
fundamental themes that unite countries in their pursuit of human rights laws and
policies to improve the social and economic status of persons with disabilities. The series
contains historical, contemporary, and comparative scholarship crucial to identifying
individual, organizational, cultural, attitudinal, and legal themes necessary for the
advancement of disability law and policy.

The book topics covered in the series also are reflective of the new moral and political
commitment by countries throughout the world toward equal opportunity for persons
with disabilities in such areas as employment, housing, transportation, rehabilitation, and
individual human rights. The series will thus play a significant role in informing policy
makers, researchers, and citizens of issues central to disability rights and disability
antidiscrimination policies. The series grounds the future of disability law and policy
as a vehicle for ensuring that those living with disabilities participate as equal citizens of
the world.
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the Right to Equal Recognition Before the Law, 2017
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Aisling de Paor, Genetics, Disability and the Law: Towards an EU Legal Framework, 2017
Piers Gooding, A New Era for Mental Health Law and Policy: Supported Decision-
Making and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2017

Larry M. Logue and Peter Blanck, Heavy Laden: Union Veterans, Psychological Illness,
and Suicide, 2018
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