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The 2004 announcement that Chaucer’s scribe had been discovered
resulted in a paradigm shift in medieval studies. Adam Pynkhurst
dominated the classroom, became a fictional character, and led to
suggestions that this identification should prompt the abandonment
of our understanding of the development of London English and
acceptance that the clerks of the Guildhall were promoting vernacular
literature as part of a concerted political program. In this meticu-
lously researched study, Lawrence Warner challenges the narratives
and conclusions of recent scholarship. In place of the accepted story,
Warner provides a fresh, more nuanced one in which many more
scribes, anonymous ones, worked in conditions we are only begin-
ning to understand. Bringing to light new information — not least,
hundreds of documents in the hand of one of the most important
fifteenth-century scribes of Chaucer and Langland — this book
represents an important intervention in the field of Middle English
studies.

LAWRENCE WARNER is Reader in Medieval English at King’s
College London. His previous publications include 7he Myth of
“Piers Plowman” (Cambridge University Press, 2014), which won
the English Association’s 2016 Beatrice White Prize for outstanding
scholarly work in the field of English Literature before 1590, and 7he
Lost History of “Piers Plowman” (2011), which received an Honorable
Mention for the Society for Textual Scholarship’s 2013 Richard
J. Finneran Award.
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1 Scriveners Company Common Paper, Adam Pynkhurst’s

confirmation. London Metropolitan Archives, City

of London: CLC/L/SC/A/oos/MSos370 (Worshipful

Company of Scriveners’ collection), p. 56, top two-thirds.

Dimensions of main text: approx. 165 (height, incl.

ascenders) x 135—40 (length) mm. Reproduced by the kind

permission of the Worshipful Company of Scriveners page 31
2 John Organ’s accounts, Mercers' Company Wardens Account

Book, hand of Adam Pynkhurst. London, The Mercers

Company, Wardens’ Account Book, 1344, 1347 to 1464, fols.

10v top, 7v bottom. Full-length lines measure approx. 170 mm.

Reproduced by kind permission of The Mercers’ Company 37
3 Final folio of Piers Plowman (W), hand of Adam Pynkhurst.

Cambridge, Trinity College MS B.15.17, fol. 130v.

Dimensions: 290 x 190 mm (text space 230 x I40 mm).

Reproduced by kind permission of the Master and Fellows

of Trinity College, Cambridge 40
4 'The Hengwrt Canterbury Tales (Hg), main text, hand of

Scribe B (Hand A of Hg); replacement half lines in final

ten lines, Hand D of Hg, identified by Simon Horobin

as Hoccleve. Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales MS

Peniarth 392D, fol. 74r, bottom. Reproduced by kind

permission of the National Library of Wales 41
s Charter on behalf of John of Northampton (1393), hand of

Adam Pynkhurst. © The British Library Board. Additional

Charter 40542. Measurements of area shown 120 x 260 mm.

Reproduced by kind permission of The British Library. 45
6 Letters patent, hand of Robert Muskham. Kew, The

National Archives, E 40/5267. Dimensions of text shown

approx. 105 x 165 mm. 49
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attribute to Scribe B

Petition of the Folk of Mercerye, identified by Linne
Mooney as hand of Scribe B (= Pynkhurst). Dimensions of
text shown 45 x 170 mm. Kew, The National Archives, SC 8/
20/997

Troilus and Criseyde (Harley 3943), hand of Hm 114 scribe.
© The British Library Board. Dimensions of each stanza:

35 x 80—85 mm. MS Harley 3943, fol. 9v (excerpt).
Reproduced by kind permission of The British Library

Documents from the London Guildhall and the Goldsmiths’

Company, 1397-1432, hand of Hm 114 scribe. Excerpts
from London Metropolitan Archives, City of London,

(a) CLA/o24/01/02/038, Plea and Memoranda Roll 38
(Mayor’s Court, City of London collection; former ref.
A37), membr. sv, dimensions of text shown 70 x 160 mm;
(b) same, .../040, Roll 40 (former ref. A39), membr. 111,
dimensions of text shown 60 x 240 mm, both reproduced
by kind permission of the London Metropolitan Archives;
(c) London, Goldsmiths’ Company, Register of Deeds, fol.
1351, dimensions of main text shown 100 mm (incl. final
line) x 190 mm, reproduced by kind permission of The
Goldsmiths’ Company

Troilus and Criseyde (Harley 3943), Hand 4. © The British
Library Board. MS Harley 3943, fol. 93r. Dimensions:

260 x 135 mm (text space: 205 x 90 mm). Reproduced

by kind permission of The British Library

Goldsmiths’ Company, Register of Deeds, perhaps Hand 4
of Harley 3943. London, Goldsmiths’ Company, Register
of Deeds, fol. 269v: top eighteen lines (out of fifty).
Dimensions of ruled area shown 115 x 190 mm. Reproduced
by kind permission of The Goldsmiths’ Company
Canterbury Tales (Harley 7334), main hand, Scribe D;
“Jhon Marcant” and vase in later hand. © The British
Library Board. MS Harley 7334, fol. 18or (excerpt).
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Dimensions: 355 x 245 mm (text space: 225 x 135 mm).
Reproduced by kind permission of The British Library
London Guildhall entries, hand of John Carpenter. Excerpts
from London Metropolitan Archives, City of London,

(a) City of London, COL/AD/o1/009 (Corporation of
London collection), Letter Book I, fol. 212r, dimensions

75 (from top of P) x 180 mm; (b) CLA/o024/01/02/050
(Mayor’s Court, City of London collection), Plea and
Memoranda Roll 50 (former ref. A49), membr. 1r, Q 38 mm
tall, rest of term 55 mm long; (c) COL/CS/o1/o12 (City of
London collection), Liber Albus, fol. 1v, entire term 115 mm
long, minims 22 mm tall. Reproduced by kind permission of
the London Metropolitan Archives

Passage on Guildhall clerks’ roles, Liber Albus, hand of John
Carpenter. COL/CS/o1/012 (City of London collection),
Liber Albus, fol. 17v (excerpt). Dimensions of text shown

155 x 145 mm. Reproduced by kind permission of the
London Metropolitan Archives

The Trinity Gower (Trinity R.3.2), hand of Scribe E, Thomas
Hoccleve. Cambridge, Trinity College MS R.3.2, fol. 83v, left
column bottom. Dimensions of text shown 95 x 75 (bottom
line) mm. Reproduced by kind permission of the Master
and Fellows of Trinity College Cambridge

Regiment of Princes (Royal 17 D.xv111), identified by Linne
Mooney as Hoccleve holograph. © The British Library
Board, Royal MS 17 D.xv111, fol. 9or, top half. Dimensions
of each stanza 45 x 100 mm. Reproduced by kind permission
of The British Library

Précis of stemma of Regiment of Princes manuscripts,
established by Marcia Smith Marzec

Petition on Chaucer’s behalf, 1385, identified by Simon
Horobin as hand of Scribe B (= Pynkhurst). Top

half dimensions 15 (incl. third line) x 115 mm; bottom half
10 x 115 mm. Kew, The National Archives, C/81/1394 (excerpts)
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