
Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43821-6 — The Excerpta Constantiniana and the Byzantine Appropriation of the Past
András Németh
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Illustrations page viii
List of Tables and Maps x
Acknowledgements xi
A Note on Text xiii
List of Abbreviations xiv

Introduction 1

1 Imperial Court and Knowledge Production 20
1.1 Macedonian Emperors and the Systematisation of Knowledge 23

1.2 Constantine VII 30

1.3 Basil Lecapenus and the Competing Clans 36

1.4 The Byzantine Court’s Foreign Policy 46

2 Appropriation of the Past: Theory and Practice of Excerpting
Historiography 54
2.1 Appropriation in Theory 54

2.2 The Proem and the Dedicatory Poem 60

2.3 Analysis of the Proem and the Poem 64

2.4 The Choice of Number Fifty-Three 71

2.5 Appropriation in Practice 77

3 Constructing a Research Engine of the Past 88
3.1 Collecting Historical Manuscripts 91

3.2 Time and Money Behind Textual Production 95

3.3 Teamwork from Loose Fascicules: Draft Copies 102

3.4 Assembling the Drafts: Deluxe Copies by Single Scribes 109

3.5 The Excerptor: A Case Study 115

4 Information Management in Constantine VII’s Treatises 121
4.1 De Thematibus 124

4.2 De Administrando Imperio 130

4.3 De Ceremoniis 137

v

www.cambridge.org/9781108438216
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43821-6 — The Excerpta Constantiniana and the Byzantine Appropriation of the Past
András Németh
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

5 Renewal of Historiography under Constantine VII 145
5.1 The Shift from Chronicle to Biography 147

5.2 Theophanes Continuatus 151

5.3 Genesius and Leo the Deacon 156

5.4 The Use of the Excerpta in the Life of Basil 161

6 Distortion and Expansion of the Past in the Excerpta 165
6.1 Preoccupations in the Selection 165

6.2 Favoured Periods 171

6.3 Preferred Historical Genres 178

7 Classification of the Past in the Excerpta 185
7.1 Imperial Biographies 187

7.2 Military Topics 189

7.3 Diplomatic Relations and Conflict Management 193

7.4 Moral and Leisure Reading 196

7.5 Historical Epigrams 199

7.6 Historical Letters and Speeches 204

7.7 Gnomic Statements 209

8 The Reading of the Excerpta 212
8.1 A Generalisation Tool 214

8.2 A Multivolume Book of History: Auxiliary Texts 219

8.2.1 Contents, Imperial Topic Titles and Position Numbers 220

8.2.2 Reference to Historians 224

8.2.3 References to Imperial Topics 226

8.2.4 Indices 228

8.3 Information Retrieval in the Excerpta 231

9 The Suda: The Lexicographer and the Excerptor 238
9.1 The Creation of Suda and the Excerpta 239

9.2 Lexical Headwords from the Excerpta 245

9.3 Biographical Headwords from the Excerpta 248

Conclusions 256

Appendices 266

A Edition of the Proem and the Poem 266
A.1 The Proem to ELr 267

A.2 The Poem Praising Constantine for the Excerpta 268

B The Imperial Manuscripts of the Excerpta 270
B.1 Excerpta de Virtutibus et Vitiis 270

B.2 Excerpta de Sententiis 271

B.3 Excerpta de Insidiis 272

B.4 Excerpta de Legationibus 273

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108438216
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43821-6 — The Excerpta Constantiniana and the Byzantine Appropriation of the Past
András Németh
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Bibliography 278
Edited Sources 278

Secondary Literature 287

Manuscripts Index 322

Names Index 324

Subject Index 336

Contents vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108438216
www.cambridge.org

