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offers a new and multifaceted perspective on Prolemaic power in a key
period of Hellenistic history. Within the developing Aegean empire
of the Prolemies, the role of the navy is examined together with that
of its admirals. Egypt’s close relationship to Rhodes is subjected to
scrutiny, as is the constant threat of piracy to the transport of goods on
the Nile and by sea. Along with the trade in grain came the exchange
of other products. Ptolemaic kings used their wealth for luxury ships,
and the dissemination of royal portraiture was accompanied by royal
cult. Alexandria, the new capital of Egypt, attracted poets, scholars
and even philosophers; geographical exploration by sea was a feature
of the period and observations of the time enjoyed a long afterlife.

KOSTAS BURASELIS is Professor of Ancient History at the University
of Athens. His favoured fields of research are in Hellenistic and Roman
history. He has written and edited a number of books and numerous
articles on related subjects.

MARY STEFANOU is a PhD student at the University of Athens,
currently teaching classical philology in a Greek secondary school. She
is the author of articles on ancient Greek historical subjects and on
the teaching of history. Her main research interests lie in Hellenistic
history, the political and institutional history of Ptolemaic Egypt,
Hellenistic armies and immigration in the Hellenistic world.

DOROTHY J. THOMPSON, Fellow of Girton College, Cambridge,
is an ancient historian with a particular interest in Hellenistic Egypt.
She is a Fellow of the British Academy and an Honorary President of
the International Society of Papyrologists. The second edition of her
prize-winning Memphis under the Ptolemies was published in 2012.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108436663
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43666-3 — The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile

Edited by Kostas Buraselis , Mary Stefanou , Dorothy J. Thompson
Frontmatter
More Information

THE PTOLEMIES, THE SEA
AND THE NILE

Studies in Waterborne Power

EDITED BY

KOSTAS BURASELIS, MARY STEFANOU AND
DOROTHY J. THOMPSON

58 CAMBRIDGE

%5 UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108436663
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43666-3 — The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile

Edited by Kostas Buraselis , Mary Stefanou , Dorothy J. Thompson
Frontmatter
More Information

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, Usa
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
4843/24, 2nd Floor, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, Delhi - 110002, India
79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108436663

© Cambridge University Press 2013

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2013
Reprinted 2013
First paperback edition 2017

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data
The Ptolemies, the sea and the Nile : studies in waterborne power / edited by Kostas

Buraselis, Mary Stefanou, Dorothy J. Thompson.

pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-03335-1
1. Prolemaic dynasty, 305—30 B.c. 2. Egypt — History, Naval. 3. Sea-power —
Egypt — History — To 1500. 4. Mediterranean Sea — History. 5. Red Sea — History.
6. Nile River — History. 7. Egypt — Relations — Greece — Rhodes. 8. Rhodes (Greece) —
Relations — Egypt. 9. Piracy — Egypt — History — To 1500. L. Buraselis,Kostas,19 50—
editor of compilation.  II. Stefanou, Mary, 1978— editor of compilation.
III. Thompson, Dorothy J., 1939~ editor of compilation.
DT92.P79 2013
9327.021 —dc23 2012035053

ISBN 978-1-107-03335-1 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-43666-3 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108436663
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43666-3 — The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile

Edited by Kostas Buraselis , Mary Stefanou , Dorothy J. Thompson
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents

List of illustrations
Maps
Figures
Tables
Notes on contributors
Preface
List of abbreviations
In memoriam F. W. Walbank
Christian Habicht

1 Introduction
Dorothy J. Thompson and Kostas Buraselis

2 The Prolemaic League of Islanders
Andrew Meadows

3 Callicrates of Samos and Patroclus of Macedon,
champions of Ptolemaic thalassocracy
Hans Hauben

4 Rhodes and the Prolemaic kingdom: the commercial
infrastructure
Vincent Gabrielsen

s Polybius and Ptolemaic sea power
Andrew Erskine

6 Prolemaic grain, seaways and power
Kostas Buraselis

7 Waterborne recruits: the military settlers of
Ptolemaic Egypt
Mary Stefanou

page Vi
vii

vii

viil

X

xiii

XV

Xix

19

39

66

82

97

108

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108436663
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43666-3 — The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile

Edited by Kostas Buraselis , Mary Stefanou , Dorothy J. Thompson
Frontmatter
More Information

vi Contents

8 Our Academic visitor is missing: Posidippus 89 (A-B)
and ‘smart capital” for the thalassocrats
Paul McKechnie

9 Aspects of the diffusion of Ptolemaic portraiture overseas
Olga Palagia

10 Prolemies and piracy
Lucia Criscuolo

11 The Nile police in the Ptolemaic period
Thomas Kruse

12 Hellenistic royal barges
Dorothy J. Thompson

13 Eudoxus of Cyzicus and Ptolemaic exploration of the sea
route to India
Christian Habicht

14 Timosthenes and Eratosthenes: sea routes and Hellenistic
geography

Francesco Prontera

15 Claudius Prolemy on Egypt and East Africa
Klaus Geus

Bibliography
Index

132

143

160

172

185

197

207

218

232
259

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108436663
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43666-3 — The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile

Edited by Kostas Buraselis , Mary Stefanou , Dorothy J. Thompson
Frontmatter
More Information

Hlustrations

MAPS

.1 Greece and the Prolemaic Aegean
4.1 The Alexandria—Rhodes route
13.1 The Red Sea and Indian Ocean, after Salles 1993: 497
13.2 The sea routes to India, after Casson 1989: 225
14.1 Seaways in the eastern Mediterranean according to
ancient geographers, after Arnaud 200s: 212

FIGURES

4.1 Chronological distribution of Rhodian amphora handles
in Alexandria (published material), after Lund 2011: 289.
By permission of Oxford University Press (www.oup.com)

9.1 Marble head of Ptolemy I Soter from Thera,
Archaeological Museum. After Hiller von Gaertringen
1899: plate 21

9.2 Fragment of inscribed pedestal of portraits of Prolemy II
Philadelphus and Arsinoe II dedicated by Callicrates of
Samos at Olympia. Olympia, Archaeological Museum.
Photo: German Archaeological Institute, Athens
(J. Schumann)

9.3 Marble head of Ptolemy III Euergetes probably from
Crete. Copenhagen, Ny Carlsberg Glyptothek 573.
Photo: Hans R. Goette

9.4 Marble head of Berenice II from the Athenian Agora.
Athens, Agora S ss1. Photo: American School of Classical
Studies at Athens, Agora Excavations

vii

pages
70
200
204

216

68

145

147

149

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108436663
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-43666-3 — The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile

Edited by Kostas Buraselis , Mary Stefanou , Dorothy J. Thompson
Frontmatter

More Information

viii List of illustrations

9.5 Marble head of Berenice II from the Athenian Agora.
Athens, Agora S ss1. Photo: American School of Classical

Studies at Athens, Agora Excavations ISI
9.6 Marble head of Ptolemy III Euergetes from Sparta.
Sparta, Archaeological Museum 5366. Photo: Olga Palagia 152

9.7 Bronze statue, here identified with Arsinoe I1I. Calymnos

Museum. From the sea near Pserimos. Photo: Olga

Palagia 154
9.8 Bronze head of statue in Figure 9.7, here identified with

Arsinoe III. Calymnos Museum. After Valavanis 2007:

362, fig. 38 155
9.9 Bronze head of Arsinoe III. Mantua, Palazzo Ducale.
After Levi 1931: plate 44 156

9.10 Granite head of Ptolemy VI Philometor probably from a
shipwreck near Aegina. Athens, National Museum ANE

108. Photo: Olga Palagia 157
12.1 The royal barge of Ptolemy IV Philopator 191
14.1 The world map of Eratosthenes: a reconstruction, after

Aujac 2001: 81 210
14.2 The ‘windrose’ of Timosthenes: a reconstruction, after

Miller 1898: 49, fig. 16 211
15.1 Some eastern Mediterranean coordinates according to

Prolemy 221
15.2 Some eastern Mediterranean coordinates according to

Marinus 222
15.3 The upper reaches of the Nile according to Eratosthenes 225
15.4 The upper reaches of the Nile according to ‘others’ 226
15.5 The upper reaches of the Nile according to Prolemy 228

TABLES

7.1 Number of cleruchs by ethnic designation (late fourth

century—I4s BC) 111
7.2 Greek-Macedonian cleruchs (late fourth century—145 BC) 115
7.3 Macedonian cleruchs by period (late fourth century—

145 BC) 116
7.4 Cleruchs by main area of origin and period (late fourth

century—14s BC) 1y
7.5 Surviving documents by reign 119

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108436663
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-43666-3 — The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile

Edited by Kostas Buraselis , Mary Stefanou , Dorothy J. Thompson
Frontmatter

More Information

List of illustrations

7.6 Cleruchs from mainland Greece by period (late fourth
century—14s BC)

7.7 Cleruchs from Cyrenaica by period (late fourth
century—145 BC)

7.8 Cleruchs from other areas under Ptolemaic control by
period (late fourth century—145 BC)

X

126

128

129

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781108436663
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43666-3 — The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile

Edited by Kostas Buraselis , Mary Stefanou , Dorothy J. Thompson
Frontmatter
More Information

Contributors

KOSTAS BURASELIS is Professor of Ancient History at the University of
Athens. His favoured fields of research are in Hellenistic and Roman
history. He has written and edited a number of books and numerous
articles on related subjects.

LUCIA CRISCUOLO is Professor of Greek History and Papyrology at the
University of Bologna. Her main field of research is in Hellenistic history.
She publishes inscriptions and papyri and has written on Ptolemaic
policy and administration, within and outside Egypt, on Ptolemaic
relations with Egyptians and on various aspects of Greek rule.

ANDREW ERSKINE is Professor of Ancient History at the University of
Edinburgh. His main research interests are in Hellenistic history and
Republican Rome. He is the author of 7he Hellenistic Stoa (1990), Troy
between Greece and Rome (2001), and Roman Imperialism (2010) and is
the editor of a number of books, including A Companion ro the Hellenistic
World (2003).

VINCENT GABRIELSEN is Professor of Ancient History at the Saxo Insti-
tute, University of Copenhagen. He specialises in Greek and Hellenis-
tic history and epigraphy, with research interests including naval and
economic history. He recently co-edited 7he Economies of Hellenistic
Societies, First to Third Centuries Bc (2011) and is Director of the Copen-
hagen Associations Project, investigating non-public associations of the
ancient world.

KLAUS GEUS is an ancient historian and geographer. In 2009 he was
appointed full Professor of the Historical Geography of the Ancient
World at the Freie Universitit Berlin. His fields of specialism are the
ancient sciences (geography, astronomy, metrology, mathematics) and
historiography (especially Herodotus and Polyaenus). He has published
some dozen books and more than one hundred papers and articles.

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108436663
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43666-3 — The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile

Edited by Kostas Buraselis , Mary Stefanou , Dorothy J. Thompson
Frontmatter
More Information

Notes on contributors xi

CHRISTIAN HABICHT studied at Hamburg, Géttingen and Heidelberg,
gaining his doctorate in 1952. He held chairs of Ancient History at
Marburg and Heidelberg before joining the Institute for Advanced Study
at Princeton in 1973. His main fields are Hellenistic history and Greek
epigraphy. A member of the Heidelberg and British Academies, the
American Philosophical Society and the Academy of Athens, he is now
an Emeritus Professor.

HANS HAUBEN, philologist and historian, is Emeritus Professor of Ancient
History at the University of Leuven. A student of the late Edmond Van
't Dack, he is particularly interested in the political, military (especially
naval) and religious history of the Hellenistic period. His Studies on the
Melitian Schism in Egypr have recently been published.

THOMAS KRUSE studied in Heidelberg. After research posts at the Uni-
versities of Bielefeld and Heidelberg (Institute of Papyrology), where he
gained his PhD in 2002, he was appointed Senior Lecturer in Ancient
History at Heidelberg. Since 2009 he has been Senior Researcher at the
Commission for Ancient Legal History in the Austrian Academy of Sci-
ences, Vienna. His main fields of interest are the history and institutions
of Graeco-Roman Egypt.

PAUL MCKECHNIE is an ancient historian whose research interests are in
both early Christianity and Hellenistic Egypt. He is Associate Professor
(CoRE) in Ancient Cultures at Macquarie University. With Philippe
Guillaume, he edited Prolemy II Philadelphus and his World (2008).

ANDREW MEADOWS is Deputy Director of the American Numismatic
Society. He has written and edited numerous books and articles on the
history, numismatics and epigraphy of the Greek world, including three
volumes in the Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum series and Coin Hoards 1x
and x, and is Series Editor of the joint ANS—Cambridge University Press
Guides to the Coinage of the Ancient World.

OLGA PALAGIA is Professor of Classical Archacology at the National and
Kapodistrian University of Athens. She is a specialist in Greek sculp-
ture and has edited several books, including Greek Sculpture: Function,
Materials and Techniques in the Archaic and Classical Periods (Cambridge
University Press 2006) and Art in Athens during the Peloponnesian War
(Cambridge University Press 2009). She is currently preparing a mono-
graph on Macedonian painting.

FRANCESCO PRONTERA is Professor of Ancient History at the University
of Perugia. In 1992 he founded the journal Geographia Antigua and

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108436663
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43666-3 — The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile

Edited by Kostas Buraselis , Mary Stefanou , Dorothy J. Thompson
Frontmatter
More Information

xii Notes on contributors

continues to act as its General Editor. His most recent book is a collection
of essays entitled Geografia e storia nella Grecia antica (2012).

MARY STEFANOU is a PhD student at the University of Athens, currently
teaching classical philology in a Greek secondary school. She is the author
of articles on ancient Greek historical subjects and on the teaching of
history. Her main research interests lie in Hellenistic history, the political
and institutional history of Ptolemaic Egypt, Hellenistic armies and
immigration in the Hellenistic world.

DOROTHY J. THOMPSON, Fellow of Girton College, Cambridge, is an
ancient historian with a particular interest in Hellenistic Egypt. She
is a Fellow of the British Academy and an Honorary President of the
International Society of Papyrologists. The second edition of her prize-
winning Memphis under the Ptolemies was published in 2012.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108436663
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-43666-3 — The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile

Edited by Kostas Buraselis , Mary Stefanou , Dorothy J. Thompson
Frontmatter
More Information

Preface

This volume owes its conception to the choice by Kostas Buraselis of
‘Prolemaic Waterways and Power’ as the subject for the Third International
Ptolemaic Colloquium, held in the Peiracus 18—20 September 2009. At all
stages in the organisation of the programme, Mary Stefanou provided
invaluable aid. Participants were most generously housed and the meeting
sponsored by the Ekaterini Laskaridi Foundation. Sessions in the lively and
inspiring atmosphere of the Laskaridis Library were interspersed by visits
to the Peiraecus Naval Museum and the Peiracus Archaeological Museum.
A memorable excursion followed to the site of Methana—Arsinoe, where
the central importance of the wide-reaching naval power of the Prolemies
in the early—mid Hellenistic period was vividly apparent. All who took part
in the proceedings and additional visits not only enjoyed the experience
but also acquired a new perspective on the extent of the waterborne power
of the Ptolemies, whose role in the Greek world of the Aegean has not
always been fully grasped by historians of their Egyptian realm. For this
wider focus, all who took part were grateful to the Laskaridis Foundation
for generously adopting and variously supporting the realisation of this
project.

The transformation of the proceedings of a conference into a coherent
volume can be a lengthy process, and one that is not always plain sail-
ing. By this stage Dorothy Thompson had helpfully joined the editorial
team. Along the way many debts have been incurred. Together the editors
wish to express their thanks to the two (anonymous) Press readers whose
thoughtful and penetrating (if at times challenging) reports have certainly
helped to improve the final product. Particular thanks are due also to the
Classics Editor of the Cambridge University Press, Dr Michael Sharp, for
his invaluable guidance, especially on the tricky choice of a title, and for
his patience, confidence and imaginative support.

Finally, the editors join in expressing their warm thanks to the Onassis
Foundation for a substantial grant towards the costs of publication. This

xiil
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xiv Preface

support, generously awarded at a time of tight financial restrictions, is
particularly appreciated. As our own small craft takes to the waters, we
hope it may make an original contribution to historical understanding
worthy of its distinguished sponsors.

Like the initial colloquium, this book is dedicated to the cherished
memory of the Hellenistic historian E W. Walbank (1909—2008).

Athens and Cambridge
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K. A. Worp. sth edn. BASP Suppl. 9. Oakville, Conn. and Oxford 2001,
now available in an updated web-based form.

FURTHER ABBREVIATIONS
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Annals of Archaeology. Athens 1968—.
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In memoriam F. W. Walbank

The following tribute was delivered by Christian Habicht on 18 September
2009 at the Laskaridis Library, Athens (Peiraeus), Greece

This colloquium is dedicated to the memory of Frank Walbank, who
passed away on 23 October 2008 at the age of 98. Peter Fraser, author of the
monumental Prolemaic Alexandria and the guiding force of the Lexicon of
Greek Personal Names, had died a little earlier, so that the two pre-eminent
historians of the Hellenistic world left the stage within a year.

Kostas Buraselis has asked me to say a few words on Frank Walbank at
the opening of our proceedings. Let me begin by saying that Frank and
I met only a few times. The first was at the 1968 Symposium on Ancient
Macedonia. He was in the chair the afternoon I gave a paper on ‘Epigraphic
evidence for the history of Thessaly under Macedonian rule’, in which I
re-dated the first letter of King Philip V to Larisa. When I had finished, he
said: ‘T am glad to hear that I had the count of Philip’s regnal years right, if
for the wrong reasons.” It was his polite way of saying that I had come to the
same conclusion he had reached long ago. The second time was five years
later, at the Second Macedonian Symposium. After that, we met twice in
Princeton: when he spoke at the university on ruler cult from Alexander to
Augustus, and, again, when he gave a talk on Polybius at the Institute for
Advanced Study in Princeton. From these meetings and from his lectures
I always came away with the conviction that I had been in the presence
of a scholar who was a perfect gentleman (more on this in a minute). It
goes without saying that I was in awe of the breadth and depth of his
knowledge. His main focus was less than Fraser’s on the Ptolemies, since
for Polybius they came to life only with Philopator in 220, when the sym-
ploké, the intertwining of events in east and west, north and south, began,
which is the real starting-point of the historian’s narrative. Greece and
Macedon were Walbank’s main fields, beginning with his monograph on
Aratus of Sicyon, published when the author was 23 years old, followed by

Xix
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XX In memoriam F. W. Walbank

Philip V in 1940, and culminating in his monumental commentary on
Polybius, published between 1957 and 1979, and rounded out by his con-
tribution on the history of Macedon from 301 to the death of Antigonus
Doson in 221, in volume 111 of Hammond’s History of Macedonia (1988).

I will not comment any further on Frank’s work, since it is well known
to all of those here, but will instead try to throw a little light on the person
he was, the scholar and the perfect gentleman as I have just characterised
him. To illustrate my point, let me briefly sketch his debate with Adal-
berto Giovannini. The two men met at the Macedonian Symposium in
1968, and their debate began the following year. It was not on anything
Macedonian, but on the meetings of the Achaean League, a topic vital to
Polybius: synodos, synklétos, agora, their composition and competence. In
1969 Giovannini published a paper, ‘Polybe et les assemblées achéennes’,
in Museum Helveticum. He challenged the views of Jake Larsen to which
Walbank had subscribed. Walbank replied a year later in the same journal
with “The Achaean Assemblies again’. He thoroughly examined Giovan-
nini’s arguments and found that they were ‘not very compelling’. What
I wish to stress is the way he dealt with his opponent, who was not well
known at the time and by some thirty years his junior. He called his paper
‘lucid and plausible’, admitted that he was tempted to accept its substance,
and that some of the difficulties he had with it ‘had been resolved in the
course of a friendly correspondence with its author’. In the end, however,
while confessing that he had ‘no new solution [of his own] to offer’, he
once again accepted Larsen’s view as the most convincing,.

This, however, was not the end. Walbank returned to the subject a decade
later in the third volume of his Commentary on Polybius, in an appendix
of eight pages, “The Achaean Assemblies’. He had studied the problem
further, ‘encouraged [as he said] by discussion with G. T. Griffich’, and
had come ‘to a different conclusion, and one nearer to Giovannini’s’. He
pointed out several difficulties with Larsen’s position and accepted some of
Giovannini’s main conclusions, while still disputing others (the details do
not matter here). From beginning to end he had treated the young scholar
with respect and as his equal. In his first paper attacking his conclusions,
he said in a footnote: ‘T should like to take this opportunity to thank
Dr Giovannini for his willingness to discuss these problems in a helpful
correspondence following the publication of his article.” This debate, to
me, is a model of how serious differences of opinion can and ought to
be discussed between opponents. Both men deserve credit for how they
handled the affair, Walbank in particular as the more senior and much
more eminent scholar.
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In memoriam F. W. Walbank xx1

Let me stop here and just add that papers to be read at this Symposium
will no doubt once again testify to Frank Walbank’s eminence as a historian.
What I wanted to bring out in these short remarks is what Peter Garnsey
called in his obituary ‘an extraordinary generosity of spiri¢’ and ‘a rare
modesty’. An unnamed colleague from Liverpool, quoted in the obituary
of The Times, concurs: ‘He was a wonderful human being unaffected by
his own eminence.’

Christian Habicht
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