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APPROACHES TO LUCRETIUS

Both in antiquity and ever since the Renaissance Lucretius’ De Rerum
Natura has been admired – and condemned – for its startling poetry,
its evangelical faith in materialist causation, and its seductive advo-
cacy of the Epicurean good life. Approaches to Lucretius assembles an
international team of classicists and philosophers to take stock of a
range of critical approaches to which this influential poem has given
rise and which in turn have shaped its interpretation, including
textual criticism, the text’s strategies for engaging the reader with its
author and his message, the ‘atomology’ that posits a correlation of
the letters of the poem with the atoms of the universe, the literary and
philosophical intertexts that mediate the poem, and the political and
ideological questions that it raises. Thirteen essays take up a variety of
positions within these traditions of interpretation, innovating within
them and advancing beyond them in new directions.

  ’ is Lecturer in Classics at the University of
Edinburgh. He is author of Propertius and the Virgilian Sensibility
(Cambridge, forthcoming) and co-editor of Didactic Poetry of Greece,
Rome and Beyond: Knowledge, Power, Tradition (Swansea, ).
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Preface

This volume has its origin – albeit now somewhat remotely – in a
conference on ‘Lucretius in Theory’ held at the University of Edinburgh
in late . That event, of which Approaches to Lucretius is the end-
product, took place in connection with the editor’s tenure of a British
Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship, and was made possible by generous
funding from that source. Also to be gratefully acknowledged is the
additional support towards the material costs of the conference received
from the School of History, Classics and Archaeology at the University of
Edinburgh, the Classical Association and the Institute of Classical Studies.
A number of individuals are to be warmly thanked for their contribu-

tions to that initial endeavour or for their input since: Gordon Campbell;
Monica Gale; Fiachra Mac Góráin; Damien Nelis; Alessandro Schiesaro;
Simon Trépanier; Pamela Zinn. Two anonymous readers appointed by the
Press provided valuable expertise at a formative stage and again on presen-
tation of a full set of chapters. Michael Sharp and his team at Cambridge
University Press have been responsive and understanding guides; Yassar
Arafat, Lesley Hay and Bethany Johnson saw the volume through produc-
tion with meticulous care. Finally and emphatically, the contributors have
given generously of their time over the life-cycle of this project, and have
been Epicureans in their forbearance during its long gestation.
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Abbreviations

Abbreviations for ancient authors and texts generally follow the conven-
tions of the fourth edition of the Oxford Classical Dictionary (eds.
S. Hornblower, A. Spawforth and E. Eidinow; Oxford, ). Journal
titles are abbreviated according to the conventions of L’Année Philologique.
The following standard abbreviations are also used:

Arrighetti Arrighetti, G. () Epicuro: Opere. Turin.
CW  Marx, K., and Engels, F. () Collected Works Vol. I: Karl

Marx: –. New York.
DK Diels, H., and Kranz, W. (eds.) () Die Fragmente der

Vorsokratiker ( vols.). Berlin.
KD Epicurus, Kuriai Doxai (= Diogenes Laertius .–).
MEGA Marx, K., and Engels, F. () Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels

Gesamtausgabe. Berlin.
MEW Marx, K., and Engels, F. () Werke. Ergänzungsband

Part I: Schriften, Manuskripte, Briefe bis . Berlin.
MRR Broughton, T. R. S. (–) The Magistrates of the Roman

Republic ( vols.). Cleveland; () Vol. . Supplement.
Atlanta.

RAC Klauser, T., et al. (eds.) (–) Reallexikon für Antike
und Christentum: Sachwörterbuch zur Auseinandersetzung des
Christentums mit der antiken Welt.  vols. Stuttgart.

RE Pauly, A., Wissowa, G., et al. (eds.) (–) Paulys
Real-Encyclopädie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft. 
vols.,  vols., and supplement ( vols.). Stuttgart.

Roscher Roscher, W. H. (–) Ausführliches Lexikon der
griechischen und römischen Mythologie.  vols. and
supplement. Leipzig.

Usener Usener, H. () Epicurea. Leipzig. (Reprinted with
Italian translation and notes by I. Ramelli: Milan, .)
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