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lectual connections and novel ways of understanding landscapes had
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improve the region’s fortunes by applying scientific and “useful’” knowledge
gathered from local and global networks to the land. These reformers estab-
lished networks that extended into the countryside and far beyond Central
America’s borders. Tracing these networks and following the bureaucrats,
priests, labourers, merchants and scholars within them, Brockmann shows
how they made a lasting impact by defining a new place for the natural world

in narratives of nation and progress.
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titles. Spanish names that appear in different spellings across primary docu-
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I have translated some Spanish terms for ethnic and social groups. Casta
terms such as indio or mestizo are further discussed in the Introduction.
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Figure 0.2 Harbours, major trade routes, and some trading settlements of
Central America, c. 1800. Trade routes drawn after Carolyn Hall and Héctor
Pérez Brignoli, Historical Atlas of Central America (Norman, OK: University

of Oklahoma Press, 2003), 162 and 179.
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