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In this ambitious new study, Sophie Brockmann argues that interactions with

landscape and environment were central to the construction of Central

American identities in the Age of Enlightenment. She argues that new intel-

lectual connections and novel ways of understanding landscapes had

a transformative impact on political culture, as patriotic reformers sought to

improve the region’s fortunes by applying scientific and ‘useful’ knowledge

gathered from local and global networks to the land. These reformers estab-

lished networks that extended into the countryside and far beyond Central

America’s borders. Tracing these networks and following the bureaucrats,

priests, labourers, merchants and scholars within them, Brockmann shows

how they made a lasting impact by defining a new place for the natural world

in narratives of nation and progress.
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Notes on Translations and Names

All translations from Spanish are my own. In translations of Spanish quota-

tions, idiosyncrasies of the text have been reflected as far as possible while

making the translation idiomatic and intelligible.

Modernised and English names have been used in the text for geographical

locations for clarity where these place names are widely known, for instance

Seville and Mexico City. Guatemala City is generally used for the Spanish

capital Nueva Guatemala de la Asunción, although the designation of Nueva

Guatemala is used where it is necessary to make a distinction from the old

capital, Antigua, or Santiago de Guatemala.

The names of the modern countries of Honduras, Nicaragua, and El Salvador

are generally used to refer to the territories more or less encompassed by the

intendancies of Comayagua, León, and San Salvador to avoid confusion with

cities of that name. A notable exception is the province of Sonsonate, which is

today in El Salvador but was part of the Guatemalan provinces in colonial

times.

The spelling of geographical locations has been modernised for consistency,

that is Trujillo instead of Truxillo or Trugillo, except when in quotations and

titles. Spanish names that appear in different spellings across primary docu-

ments have also been edited for consistency.

The names of indigenous language groups and related place names, where

these are well known, reflect the modern orthography of indigenous languages

rather than the Spanish spelling, for instance K’iché instead of Quiché. In

quotations and where paraphrasing a Spanish author’s words, the original

spelling has been kept, for instance Quiché instead of K’iché.

I have translated some Spanish terms for ethnic and social groups. Casta

terms such as indio or mestizo are further discussed in the Introduction.
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BL The British Library. London, UK
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(Publisher)

Gazeta Gazeta de Guatemala. Ignacio Beteta: Guatemala, 1797–1807

HSA Archive of the Hispanic Society of America. New York, USA

MP Mapas y Planos (Archivo General de Indias classification)

RGS Royal Geographical Society Archives. London, UK

TNA The National Archives. London, UK
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Figure 0.2 Harbours, major trade routes, and some trading settlements of

Central America, c. 1800. Trade routes drawn after Carolyn Hall and Héctor

Pérez Brignoli,Historical Atlas of Central America (Norman, OK: University

of Oklahoma Press, 2003), 162 and 179.

www.cambridge.org/9781108431620
www.cambridge.org

