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GREAT CHRISTIAN JURISTS IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

What impact has Christianity had on law and policy-making in the Lowlands from
the eleventh century through the end of the twentieth century? Taking the gradual
“secularization” of European legal culture as a framework, this volume explores
the lives and times of twenty legal scholars and professionals to study the historical
impact of the Christian faith on legal and political life in the Low Countries.
The process whereby Christian belief systems gradually lost their impact on
the regulation of secular affairs passed through several stages, not in the least the
Protestant Reformation, which led to the separation of the Low Countries in a
Protestant North and a Catholic South in the first place. The contributions take
up general issues such as the relationship between justice and mercy,
Christianity and politics as well as more technical topics of state-church law,
criminal law and social policy.

Wim Decock holds the chair of Roman Law and Legal History at the University of
Louvain (UCLouvain). He is the author of the prize-winning books Theologians
and Contract Law (2013) and Le marché du mérite (2019). In 2014, he was awarded
the H.M. Leibnitz-Prize by the German Research Foundation.

Janwillem Oosterhuis is Assistant Professor in the Department of Methods and
Foundations of Law at Maastricht University. He is the author of Specific
Performance in German, French and Dutch Law in the Nineteenth Century (2011).
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Series Editor
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Michael W. McConnell, Stanford University
John McGuckin, Union Theological Seminary
Mark A. Noll, University of Notre Dame
Jeremy Waldron, New York University
Michael Welker, University of Heidelberg

The Law and Christianity series publishes cutting-edge work on Catholic,
Protestant, and Orthodox Christian contributions to public, private, penal, and
procedural law and legal theory. The series aims to promote deep Christian
reflection by leading scholars on the fundamentals of law and politics, to build
further ecumenical legal understanding across Christian denominations, and to
link and amplify the diverse and sometimes isolated Christian legal voices
and visions at work in the academy. Works collected by the series include
groundbreaking monographs, historical and thematic anthologies, and
translations by leading scholars around the globe.
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Books in the Series

Christianity and International Law: An Introduction edited by Pamela Slotte
and John D. Haskell

Christianity and Market Regulation: An Introduction edited by Daniel

A. Crane and Samuel J. Gregg

Christianity and the Laws of Conscience Jeffrey B. Himmond and Helen
M. Alvare

Infidels and Empires in a New World Order: Early Modern Spanish
Contributions to International Legal Thought David M. Lantigua

The Possibility of Religious Freedom: Early Natural Law and the Abrahamic
Faiths Karen Taliaferro

Catholic Social Teaching: A Volume of Scholarly Essays edited by Gerard
V. Bradley and E. Christian Brugger

The Immortal Commonwealth: Covenant, Community, and Political
Resistance in Early Reformed Thought David P. Henreckson

Great Christian Jurists in American History edited by Daniel L. Dreisbach and
Mark David Hall

Great Christian Jurists and Legal Collections in the First Millennium edited by
Philip L. Reynolds

The Profession of English Ecclesiastical Lawyers: An Historical Introduction
R. H. Helmholz

Law, Love and Freedom: From the Sacred to the Secular Joshua Neoh
Great Christian Jurists in French History edited by Olivier Descamps and
Rafael Domingo

Church Law in Modernity: Toward a Theory of Canon Law Between Nature
and Culture Judith Hahn

Common Law and Natural Law in America: From the Puritans to the Legal
Realists Andrew Forsyth

Care for the World: Laudato Si’ and Catholic Social Thought in an Era of
Climate Crisis edited by Frank Pasquale

Church, State, and Family: Reconciling Traditional Teachings and Modern
Liberties John Witte, Jr

Great Christian Jurists in Spanish History Rafael Domingo and

Javier Martinez-Torron

Under Caesar’s Sword: How Christians Respond to Persecution edited by
Daniel Philpott and Timothy Samuel Shah

God and the lllegal Alien: United States Immigration Law and a Theology of
Politics Robert W. Heimburger
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Christianity and Family Law: An Introduction edited by John Witte, Jr and
Gary S. Hauk

Christianity and Natural Law: An Introduction Norman Doe

Great Christian Jurists in English History edited by Mark Hill, OC and
R. H. Helmholz

Agape, Justice, and Law: How Might Christian Love Shape Law? edited by
Robert F. Cochran, Jr and Zachary R. Calo

Calvin’s Political Theology and the Public Engagement of the Church: Christ’s
Two Kingdoms Matthew J. Tuininga

God and the Secular Legal System Rafael Domingo

How Marriage Became One of the Sacraments: The Sacramental Theology of
Marriage from Its Medieval Origins to the Council of Trent Philip L. Reynolds

Christianity and Freedom (Volume I: Historical Perspectives, Volume II:
Contemporary Perspectives) edited by Timothy Samuel Shah and Allen

D. Hertzke

The Western Case for Monogamy Over Polygamy John Witte, Jr

The Distinctiveness of Religion in American Law: Rethinking Religion Clause
Jurisprudence Kathleen A. Brady
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