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great christian jurists in the low countries

What impact has Christianity had on law and policy-making in the Lowlands from
the eleventh century through the end of the twentieth century? Taking the gradual
“secularization” of European legal culture as a framework, this volume explores
the lives and times of twenty legal scholars and professionals to study the historical
impact of the Christian faith on legal and political life in the Low Countries.
The process whereby Christian belief systems gradually lost their impact on
the regulation of secular affairs passed through several stages, not in the least the
Protestant Reformation, which led to the separation of the Low Countries in a
Protestant North and a Catholic South in the first place. The contributions take
up general issues such as the relationship between justice and mercy,
Christianity and politics as well as more technical topics of state-church law,
criminal law and social policy.

Wim Decock holds the chair of Roman Law and Legal History at the University of
Louvain (UCLouvain). He is the author of the prize-winning books Theologians
and Contract Law (2013) and Le marché du mérite (2019). In 2014, he was awarded
the H.M. Leibnitz-Prize by the German Research Foundation.

Janwillem Oosterhuis is Assistant Professor in the Department of Methods and
Foundations of Law at Maastricht University. He is the author of Specific
Performance in German, French and Dutch Law in the Nineteenth Century (2011).
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LAW AND CHRISTIANITY

Series Editor

John Witte, Jr., Emory University

Editorial Board

Nigel Biggar, University of Oxford
Marta Cartabia, Italian Constitutional Court / University of Milano-Bicocca

Sarah Coakley, University of Cambridge
Norman Doe, Cardiff University

Rafael Domingo, Emory University / University of Navarra
Brian Ferme, Marcianum, Venice

Richard W. Garnett, University of Notre Dame
Robert P. George, Princeton University
Mary Ann Glendon, Harvard University
Kent Greenawalt, Columbia University

Robin Griffith-Jones, Temple Church, London / King’s College London
Gary S. Hauk, Emory University

R. H. Helmholz, University of Chicago
Mark Hill QC, Inner Temple, London / Cardiff University

Wolfgang Huber, Bishop Emeritus, United Protestant Church of Germany /
Universities of Heidelberg, Berlin, and Stellenbosch

Michael W. McConnell, Stanford University
John McGuckin, Union Theological Seminary

Mark A. Noll, University of Notre Dame
Jeremy Waldron, New York University

Michael Welker, University of Heidelberg

The Law and Christianity series publishes cutting-edge work on Catholic,
Protestant, and Orthodox Christian contributions to public, private, penal, and
procedural law and legal theory. The series aims to promote deep Christian
reflection by leading scholars on the fundamentals of law and politics, to build
further ecumenical legal understanding across Christian denominations, and to
link and amplify the diverse and sometimes isolated Christian legal voices
and visions at work in the academy. Works collected by the series include
groundbreaking monographs, historical and thematic anthologies, and
translations by leading scholars around the globe.
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Books in the Series

Christianity and International Law: An Introduction edited by Pamela Slotte
and John D. Haskell

Christianity and Market Regulation: An Introduction edited by Daniel
A. Crane and Samuel J. Gregg

Christianity and the Laws of Conscience Jeffrey B. Hammond and Helen
M. Alvare

Infidels and Empires in a New World Order: Early Modern Spanish
Contributions to International Legal Thought David M. Lantigua

The Possibility of Religious Freedom: Early Natural Law and the Abrahamic
Faiths Karen Taliaferro

Catholic Social Teaching: A Volume of Scholarly Essays edited by Gerard
V. Bradley and E. Christian Brugger

The Immortal Commonwealth: Covenant, Community, and Political
Resistance in Early Reformed Thought David P. Henreckson

Great Christian Jurists in American History edited by Daniel L. Dreisbach and
Mark David Hall

Great Christian Jurists and Legal Collections in the First Millennium edited by
Philip L. Reynolds

The Profession of English Ecclesiastical Lawyers: An Historical Introduction
R. H. Helmholz

Law, Love and Freedom: From the Sacred to the Secular Joshua Neoh

Great Christian Jurists in French History edited by Olivier Descamps and
Rafael Domingo

Church Law in Modernity: Toward a Theory of Canon Law Between Nature
and Culture Judith Hahn

Common Law and Natural Law in America: From the Puritans to the Legal
Realists Andrew Forsyth

Care for the World: Laudato Si’ and Catholic Social Thought in an Era of
Climate Crisis edited by Frank Pasquale

Church, State, and Family: Reconciling Traditional Teachings and Modern
Liberties John Witte, Jr

Great Christian Jurists in Spanish History Rafael Domingo and
Javier Martı́nez-Torrón

Under Caesar’s Sword: How Christians Respond to Persecution edited by
Daniel Philpott and Timothy Samuel Shah

God and the Illegal Alien: United States Immigration Law and a Theology of
Politics Robert W. Heimburger
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Christianity and Family Law: An Introduction edited by John Witte, Jr and
Gary S. Hauk

Christianity and Natural Law: An Introduction Norman Doe

Great Christian Jurists in English History edited by Mark Hill, QC and
R. H. Helmholz

Agape, Justice, and Law: How Might Christian Love Shape Law? edited by
Robert F. Cochran, Jr and Zachary R. Calo

Calvin’s Political Theology and the Public Engagement of the Church: Christ’s
Two Kingdoms Matthew J. Tuininga

God and the Secular Legal System Rafael Domingo

How Marriage Became One of the Sacraments: The Sacramental Theology of
Marriage from Its Medieval Origins to the Council of Trent Philip L. Reynolds

Christianity and Freedom (Volume I: Historical Perspectives, Volume II:
Contemporary Perspectives) edited by Timothy Samuel Shah and Allen
D. Hertzke

The Western Case for Monogamy Over Polygamy John Witte, Jr

The Distinctiveness of Religion in American Law: Rethinking Religion Clause
Jurisprudence Kathleen A. Brady

Pope Benedict XVI’s Legal Thought: A Dialogue on the Foundation of Law
edited by Marta Cartabia and Andrea Simoncini
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dissertation at the Université Saint-Louis – Bruxelles. His research
interests include the implementation of medieval canon law in practice,
the ecclesiastical courts, and the administration of justice within the
Medieval Southern Low Countries.

Frank Judo studied history, philosophy, law, and canon law at KU Leuven.
He has been a lawyer in Brussels since 1998. He is co-editor-in-chief of the
journal Recht, Religie en Samenleving and member of the board of directors
of the Information and Advice Centre on Harmful Sectarian Organisations
(IACSSO).

Fred Stevens studied law and history. He is an emeritus full professor at the
Faculty of Law of KU Leuven. His main areas of research are university
history, the history of the notarial profession, and the influence of the
Enlightenment and the French Revolution on law and institutions.

Hylkje de Jong studied classics, linguistics, law, and philosophy. She is the
chair of legal history at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. Her investigation
is primarily focused on Byzantine law.

Jan Hallebeek is emeritus professor of legal history at the Vrije Universiteit
Amsterdam. From 1986 until 2016 he taught canon law at the Old Catholic
Seminary, affiliated to the Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies
of Utrecht University.

Jan Willem Sap is professor of European law at the Open University in the
Netherlands in Heerlen and associate professor of European law at VU
University Amsterdam. He studied law at Leiden University. In 2006 he was
a member of the National Convention on constitutional reforms in the
Netherlands.

Janwillem Oosterhuis is assistant professor of foundations andmethods of
law at Maastricht University. His research focuses on the comparative
history of commercial (contract) law and early modern Roman–Dutch
criminal law.

Johannes van Kralingen studied classics (BA) and civil law (LLM) at
Leiden University. In 2020 he obtained his doctorate at the Leiden Law
School with a dissertation on the history of the indivisibility of security
rights. He is currently working at the law firm Houthoff and specializes in
(Supreme Court) litigation.

Laurent Waelkens (1953–2020) is the late emeritus professor of Roman law
at the Faculty of Law at KU Leuven. He is the author of Amne Adverso,
Roman Legal Heritage in European Culture (Leuven UP: 2015).

x List of Contributors

www.cambridge.org/9781108429849
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-42984-9 — Great Christian Jurists in the Low Countries
Edited by Wim Decock, Janwillem Oosterhuis
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Matthijs de Blois studied law at Utrecht University. He has worked at
Leiden University, where he received his PhD. Since 1990 he has been an
assistant professor at Utrecht University. Research interests include
philosophical, religious, and historical aspects of law. Since retirement he
has been active as a senior fellow of thinc. (the Hague Initiative for
International Co-operation).

Peter Heyrman is an historian andHead of Research at KADOC-KULeuven.
His bibliography includes publications on various aspects of Belgium’s socio-
political history in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, focusing on the
history of small and medium-sized business and related organizations, and the
relationship between religion and entrepreneurship.

Timo Slootweg studied philosophy and history. His dissertation dealt with
the ethics of history and historical consciousness in the philosophies of
Hegel, Heidegger, and Derrida. Since 2006 he has been teaching
philosophy of law and ethics at the University of Leiden, Netherlands. He
is especially interested in the subject of the aesthetics of law.

Toon van Houdt received his PhD for his doctoral dissertation on the
economic and ethical thought of the Flemish Jesuit Leonardus Lessius
(1995). In 1999 he was appointed professor of Latin and cultural history at
KU Leuven. He has published extensively on the history of late scholastic
and humanist political, ethical, and economic thought.

Wim Decock is professor of legal history at the Universities of Louvain (UC
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