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applying computational techniques to the analysis of corpus data and
the compilation of dictionary text. He is Chief Lexicographic Officer
for Lexical Computing Ltd, the company which owns Sketch Engine,
and one of the trainers who lead the Lexicom Workshops in lexico-
graphy and lexical computing. He is co-author (with Sue Atkins) of

the Oxford Guide to Practical Lexicography (2008).

MAGGIE SCOTT is Senior Lecturer in English Literature and Language
at the University of Salford. She formerly worked as a lexicographer
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for Scottish Language Dictionaries in Edinburgh, the Oxford English
Dictionary, and the Historical Thesaurus of English at the University
of Glasgow. Her research focuses primarily on the history and repre-
sentation of the Scots language, and she is currently working on
a digital edition of Charles Relly Beard’s unpublished ‘Historical
Dictionary of Arms, Armour and Fashion’ with Joshua Pendragon.
Her publications include ‘Names and Dialectology’ in The Oxford
Handbook of Names and Naming edited by Carole Hough (Oxford
University Press, 2016) and ‘Scottish Slang’ in Global English Slang

edited by Julie Coleman (Routledge, 2014).

REBECCA SHAPIRO is Associate Professor at the City University of
New York. She is the author of several papers and articles on historical
sociolinguistics, most especially in the works of Maria Edgeworth and on
the grammaticalisation of disability terms found in early modern English
dictionaries. She has written a glossary of current disability terms for the
Invisible Disability Project, a disability rights advocacy group. Her book,
Fixing Babel: An Historical Anthology of Applied English Lexicography
(Bucknell University Press, 2017) and her article “The “Wants” of
Women: Lexicography and Pedagogy in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-
Century English Dictionaries’ appeared in the volume Historical
Dictionaries in Their Paratextual Contexts (Mouton de Gruyter, 2018).
Her current book project studies academic and lexicographical prescrip-
tivism and linguistic imperialism related to English creoles of Barbados,
St Lucia, and Guyana and their effects on students and teaching writing

and linguistics in a New York City public university.

KORY STAMPER is a lexicographer who spent twenty years at Merriam-
Webster, where she wrote and edited monolingual English diction-
aries and thesauruses. Her debut book on dictionaries, Word by Word:
The Secret Life of Dictionaries (Pantheon, 2017), appeared on several
‘Best of 2017 lists and is a best-seller. She is currently a full-time
writer whose work on language and dictionaries can be read in 7he
New York Times, The Washington Post, and on dictionary.com.

JILL WOLVAARDT recently retired as Director and Editor-in-Chief of
the Dictionary Unit for South African English, a position she held
from 2004 to 2017. Before that, she was part of the editorial team that
produced the South African Concise Oxford Dictionary (2002) and
subsequently co-edited the second edition, the Oxford South African

Concise Dictionary (2010).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108428903
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42890-3 — The Cambridge Companion to English Dictionaries
Edited by Sarah Ogilvie

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgements

This Cambridge Companion to English Dictionaries would not have been
possible without many companions, of the human kind, in the field of
lexicography and dictionaries. Each one of the twenty seven contributors
to this volume worked diligently to get this book into your hands. One of
them deserves special mention: Michael Adams, Provost Professor of
English Language and Literature at Indiana University at Bloomington.
When one of the authors dropped out, Michael came to my rescue by
writing a second chapter in addition to his first. I am grateful to Alice
Underwood at Stanford whose assistance in editing the chapters was expert
and invaluable, and went far beyond the usual copy-edit. I am indebted to
the generous support of the Center for Advanced Studies in the Behavioral
Sciences at Stanford where I worked on this volume and spent a stimulat-
ing and productive year as a Berggruen Fellow in 2017—2018. It is an
honour to edit a Cambridge Companion and I am grateful to Linda Bree
for inviting me to do so. In addition, I wish to thank the wonderful team at
Cambridge University Press with whom it has been a pleasure to work,
especially Bethany Thomas, Natasha Burton, Carrie Parkinson, and Tim
Mason. This volume is dedicated to Madeline Kripke (1943—2020), dic-
tionary collector extraordinaire, who discussed this volume with me and
passed away in New York City from COVID-19 on 25 April 2020 as it was
going to press.

BY SARAH OGILVIE

xxi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108428903
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42890-3 — The Cambridge Companion to English Dictionaries
Edited by Sarah Ogilvie

Frontmatter

More Information

Chronology

1582 Publication of Richard Mulcaster’s Elementarie, the first propo-
sal for a monolingual English dictionary

1586 Publication of William Bullokar’s Pamphlet for Grammar, the
first grammar of English

1596 Edmund Coote, The English Schoole-Maister, includes a glossary
of 1,368 English words (later appropriated by Cawdrey)

1600 Queen Elizabeth I grants a formal charter to London merchants
trading to the East Indies

1604 Robert Cawdrey, A Table Alphabeticall, the first stand-alone
monolingual English dictionary

1616 John Bullokar, English Expositor

1623 Henry Cockeram, English Dictionarie

1653 John Wallis, Grammatica linguae anglicanae

1656 Thomas Blount, Glossographia

1658 Edward Phillips, New World of English Words

1660 Royal Society of London founded

1671 Stephen Skinner, Etymologicon linguae anglicanae, the first ety-
mological dictionary of English

1674 John Ray, Collection of Words Not Generally Used, the first
collection of English dialectal variants

1676 Elisha Coles, An English Dictionary

1699 Abel Boyer, Royal Dictionary
B. E., New Dictionary of the Terms Ancient and Modern of the
Canting Crew, the first slang dictionary

1702 John Kersey (‘. K."), New English Dictionary

710 Copyright Act

1711 James Greenwood, Essay Towards a Practical English Grammar

xxii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108428903
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-108-42890-3 — The Cambridge Companion to English Dictionaries
Edited by Sarah Ogilvie

Frontmatter

More Information

Chronology xxiii

1712 Jonathan Swift, A Proposal for Correcting, Improving and
Ascertaining the English Tongue; in a Letter, proposing an
Academy to regulate English usage

1715 Elisabeth Elstob publishes first grammar of Old English

1721 Nathaniel Bailey, Universal Etymological English Dictionary

1723 Publication of Thomas Dyche’s A Dictionary of All the Words
Commonly Usd in the English Tongue, the first English diction-
ary to indicate pronunciation (stress)

1728 Ephraim Chambers, Cyclopaedia, or, an Universal Dictionary of
Aprts and Sciences

1735 Benjamin Defoe, New English Dictionary

1745 Ann Fisher, New Grammar (first grammar published by

a woman)
1747 Samuel Johnson, Plan of a Dictionary of the English Language
1749 Benjamin Martin, Lingua Britannica Reformata
1755 Samuel Johnson, Dictionary of the English Language
1757 James Buchanan, Linguae Britannicae Vera Pronunciatio, or
A New English Dictionary
1762 Robert Lowth, Short Introduction to English Grammar

1764 William Johnston, Pronouncing and Spelling Dictionary

1773 William Kenrick, New Dictionary of the English Language

1775 Thomas Spence, Grand Repository of the English Language

1780 Thomas Sheridan, General Dictionary of the English Language

1783 Noah Webster, American Spelling Book (the ‘Blue-backed
Speller’)

1785 Francis Grose, Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue

1789 Noah Webster, Dissertations on the English Language

1791 John Walker, Critical Pronouncing Dictionary and Expositor of
the English Language

1798 Samuel Johnson Jr., A School Dictionary

1806 Noah Webster’s first dictionary, A Compendious Dictionary of

the English Language

1808 John Jamieson, An Etymological Dictionary of the Scottish
Language

1810 William Hazlitt, A New and Improved Grammar of the English
Tongue

1819 James Hardy Vaux, New and Comprehensive Vocabulary of the
Flash Language, Australia’s first dictionary of convicts” slang
1828 Noah Webster, American Dictionary of the English Language
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XXiv Chronology

1830 Joseph Worcester, Comprehensive Pronouncing and Explanatory
Dictionary of the English Language

1836 Charles Richardson, New Dictionary of the English Language

1842 London Philological Society founded

1843 Henry George Liddell and Robert Scott, Greek-English Lexicon,
Based on the German Work of Francis Passow

1850 Public Libraries Act
John Ogilvie, Imperial Dictionary of the English Language

1852 Peter M. Roget, Roget’s Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases

1858 London Philological Society proposes A New English Dictionary
on Historical Principles (later known as the Oxford English
Dictionary)

1859 John Camden Hotten, Dictionary of Modern Slang, Cant, and
Other Vulgar Words

1860 Joseph E. Worcester, Dictionary of the English Language

1864 Noah Porter revises Webster’s American Dictionary of the English
Language with etymologies by C. A. F. Mahn

1869 Alexander Ellis, On Early English Pronunciation which defines
‘received pronunciation’

1872 Robert and William Chambers, Chambers’s English Dictionary

1873 English Dialect Society founded

1884 First fascicle (A-Ant) of New English Dictionary on Historical
Principles, ed. James A. H. Murray

1886 Henry Yule and Arthur Coke Burnell, Hobson-Jobson: A Glossary
of Colloguial Anglo-Indian Words and Phrases

1889 First fascicle (A-Appet) of Century Dictionary, ed. William
Dwight Whitney

1890 Noah Porter et al, Websters International Dictionary,
a thorough revision of the American Dictionary of the English
Language of 186484
John Stephen Farmer and William Ernest Henley, Slang and Its
Analogues Past and Present

1891 James Maitland, American Slang Dictionary
1893 Isaac Kauffman Funk, Funk & Wagnalls Standard Dictionary of
the English Language

1896 Joseph Wright, English Dialect Dictionary
English Dialect Society disbanded

1898 Edward E. Morris, Austral English: A Dictionary of Australasian
Words, Phrases and Usages, first historical dictionary of
Australian English and New Zealand English combined
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Chronology XXV
1906 First public radio broadcast
1911 H. W. Fowler & F. G. Fowler, Concise Oxford Dictionary of

Current English

1917 Daniel Jones, English Pronouncing Dictionary

1922 British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) founded

1924 Francis G. Fowler and Henry W. Fowler, Pocket Oxford
Dictionary of Current English

1928 Final volume of the New English Dictionary on Historical
Principles (Oxford English Dictionary) published

1933 C. T. Onions, H. W. Fowler, and ]J. Coulson, Shorter Oxford
English Dictionary on Historical Principles
C. T. Onions and W. Craigie, The Oxford English Dictionary,
being a corrected re-issue with an Introduction, Supplement, and
Bibliography of A New English Dictionary on Historical Principles

1934 William A. Neilson and Thomas A. Knott, Websters New
International Dictionary, known as “Webster’s Second’
British Council founded, for British cultural diplomacy and
teaching English as a foreign language

1935 Michael West and James Endicott, New Method English
Dictionary, considered to be the first English learners’ dictionary

1937 Eric Partridge, Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English

1938 William A. Craigie and James R. Hulbert, Dictionary of
American English

1942 A. S. Hornby, E. V. Gatenby, and H. Wakefield, /diomatic and
Syntactic English Dictionary, published in 1948 as A Learner’s
Dictionary of Current English

1951 Mitford M. Mathews, Dictionary of Americanisms on Historical
Principles

1952 First fascicle (E-Endelonges) of Middle English Dictionary, eds.
Hans Kurath, Sherman Kuhn, and Robert E. Lewis

1960 Harold Wentworth and Stuart Berg Flexner, Dictionary of
American Slang

1961 Philip Gove, Webster’s Third New International Dictionary of the
English Language

1966 C. T. Onions, G. W. S. Friedrichsen, and R. W. Burchfield,
Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology
Jess Stein, Random House Dictionary of the English Language, the
first computer-assisted dictionary in the world (with Laurence
Urdang as managing editor responsible for technology)
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XXVi Chronology

1967 Frederic Cassidy and Robert Le Page, Dictionary of Jamaican
English
Walter S. Avis, Charles Crate, Patrick Drysdale, Douglas
Leechman, Matthew H. Scargill, and Charles J. Lovell,
Dictionary of Canadianisms on Historical Principles

1969 William Morris, American Heritage Dictionary of the English
Language

1972 First volume (A-G) of the Supplement to the Oxford English
Dictionary, ed. Robert Burchfield

1976 Grahame Johnstone, Australian Pocket Oxford Dictionary, first
stand-alone dictionary of Australian English

1978 G. A. Wilkes, Dictionary of Australian Collogquialisms

1979 Patrick Hanks, Collins Dictionary of the English Language
Harry Orsman, Heinemann New Zealand Dictionary, first stand-
alone dictionary of New Zealand English

1981 Arthur Delbridge et al., Macquarie Dictionary, a comprehensive
dictionary of Australian English

1982 John Holm and Alison Watt Shilling, Dictionary of Bahamian
English

1985 First volume (A-C) of the Dictionary of American Regional
English, ed. Fred G. Cassidy (and later Joan Houston Hall)
First volume (A-G) of the Historical Dictionary of American
Slang (HDAS), ed. Jonathan Lighter

1986 First fascicle (D) of the Dictionary of Old English, eds. Angus
Cameron, Ashley Crandell Amos, and Antonette diPaolo
Healey

1987 John Sinclair, Collins COBUILD English Language Dictionary

1988 . S. Ramson, Australian National Dictionary: A Dictionary of
Australianisms on Historical Principles

1989 John Simpson and Edmund Weiner, Oxford English
Dictionary, second edition

1994 Elizabeth Orsman and Harry W. Orsman, New Zealand
Dictionary

1995 Known as “The Year of the Dictionaries’ due to the launch of
dictionary.com and the publication of Cambridge International
Dictionary of English, Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English (3rd ed.), COBUILD (2nd ed.), and Oxford Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary (sth ed.)

1996 Richard Allsopp and Jeannette Allsopp, Dictionary of Caribbean
English Usage
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Chronology xxvii

Penny Silva, Dictionary of South African English on Historical
Principles

1997 Harry W. Orsman, Dictionary of New Zealand English:
A Dictionary of New Zealandisms on Historical Principles

1998 Judy Pearsall and Patrick Hanks, New Oxford Dictionary of
English
Katherine Barber, Canadian Oxford Dictionary

1999 Anne H. Soukhanov, Encarta World English Dictionary
urbandictionary.com launched

2000 Oxford English Dictionary Online launched

2002 wiktionary.org launched

2006 Tom Dalzell and Terry Victor, Partridge Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English

2008 Tom Dalzell, Routledge Dictionary of Modern American Slang
and Unconventional English

2009 Christian Kay, Jane Roberts, Michael Samuels, and Irene
Wotherspoon, Historical Thesaurus of the Oxford English
Dictionary
Lise Winer, Dictionary of the English/Creole of Trinidad and
Tobago

2010 Jonathan Green, Green’s Dictionary of Slang

2011 Stefan Dollinger, Laurel J. Brinton, and Margery Fee, Online
Dictionary of Canadianisms on Historical Principles (DCHP-1)
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